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FOREWORD 


Libiary movement ol oui counliy owes a great deal Lo 
the sen ice ol the Aineriians Even today we rcmembci Lhe 
contributions ol Messers W A Borden and A D Diekimon 
with pleasure and gratitude It is Lhciefori in the fitness of 
things that the U S I S should take acLisc interest in the deve- 
lopment of Library seivice in oui conn try The symposium 
oi gainst d jointly bv the U S I S and the Bengal Libraiy 
Association is the first entical study ol the progicss made to 
wards development of lilnarv service in this pait ol oui coun- 
try I believe tht Report will be inieiesting and ltisliuclivi 
to all libraty woikers I led happy to plaec this book to the 
reading public 

Sailakuniar Mukhci|et 
President 

Bengal Libiaiy Association 


Miv l r i l%"» 



PREFACE 


Library movement in West Bengal lias Laken long sLtides 
since the achievement ol independence The private libraries, 
which so long received hindrance lather than help trom Lh<- 
Government, were given aid both in the form of money and 
book-loans , DistiieL and Rural Libraries were established , 
new experiments in uiLgraicd library service were undertaken 
in selected areas , book-mobiles were provided, anangements 
were made to train up ptoplc lo produce books for neo-lite- 
ratis , and a new mspnaiion lias been observed in founding 
Children's Libraries 

Ii w r as, iheiefore, utccssaiv to study the progress m all its 
aspects Besides we hast to know the development ol othci 
states also, so that ne could have a comp lraln c view of llie 
situation and lenn Irom then c\|eiitiue \s a watch-dog of 
the Ivbraty movement it is a dm\ ol the \ssociaiioiv to help to 
appiaise llic position coiiceih Bengal Libruv Vssocialion 
was v ei v happv Lo lake the oppouuniiv of oigainsiug a sunpo- 
stitm on t he pingtcss ol lilnaiv Development in 1 islet n India 
lointlv wuh the IJ S I S Cole u t ta M\ puducssoi -in office Su 
Phanibhusan R.i\ the ihen Scetclaiv and the then Executive 
( ominiitie ol the Vssoeiaiion ate to In congiatulalccl on then 
momentous decision iihiuv woikcis ol .ill the loin states 
ol F istcin India pat tie ulai I\ those of Wesl Bengal, veil! also 
itmain giauful to the aiuhe)i ilics and woikcis ol the U S I S 
foi then guidance and assistance in the matter 

The stifl of the U S I S worked as one man on the occa 
sion to make it a success It is they, who prcpaicd the diaft 
of the nianusenpt of the lepoit Iiom the tape rccoids of dis- 
cussions Ii would not have been possible without their finan- 
cial assistance to bung out this report Our sincere feeling of 
giatiiudc to them beggars description 

Special mention has to be made of the services of Miss 
Ruth Kiueger, the then Director of Libiatv Service of the 
U S I S The sisterlv affection with which she looked after 
the lomforts of the delegates and participants will long be 
cherished m our memoiv with pleasure and gralitudc How we 



(vil) 

wish, this report would come out when she continued in her 
office in Calcutta 

We are grateful to Dr Nihar Ranjan Ray for presiding 
over the symposium, to Dr D M Sen, for inaugurating it and 
to Mr B, S Kesavan and Miss K Diehl, for acting as model a- 
tois We aic thankful also to Lhe authorities of the Rarna- 
krishna Mission Institute of Culture and the National Library 
for providing us with the space foi holding the symposium 
Our thanks are also due to the delegates and paiticipants, from 
this and adjoining states 

It is a great pleasure to put on record oui indebtedness to 
our indefatigable ex-president Sn Tincon Dutia, who finalised 
the progiamme of publishing this report We are thankful to 
Sri Prabir Ra\ chaudhuri, who has taken all the trouble Lo do 
everything necessarv in connection with the publication, from 
its editing to us seeing tlitough the press Oui thanks are due to 
Sri Sukumai Chaudhuri of the Bengal Library Association for 
Ins untiring service 

We snucielv believe that this study, the lirst or its kind 
in our count] v, will lx very helpful in further development 
of libraries m oui state We apologise to the public foi t his 
belated endeavour, and ciavc then indulgence in giving iL 1 1 s 
due importance 


Bejavanath MukhcijLc 
Secretary 

Bengal Libraiy Association 
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Chapter I 


PIRPOSL tk SC-OPL Ol THL SYMPOSIUM 

I)k \iii \k Ksnjin Rov (President. Indian Library Association) 

I lie Lulled Slalcs Inhumation Service* look the iniliativL 
in suggesting to the Bengal Library Association that they 
jointly sponsm a seminar ior the discussion ol certain pi obit ms 
m tonne-el ion with binai lanship in the cdslttn region of 
India I as otic assemaUd ysiih t lie Association from its very 
inception suggested tliat vse should all welcome a symposium 
given to the discussion ol libraries and libtaiianslnp, especially 
in tnnnuiion with libiaiv v<ork in mral areas I also 
suggested to the Bengal hbiaiy Association that they should 
have the symposium as early as possible 

I lie Government ol West Bengal, undti the Dirccioiau 
ol 1 due Hum, his undtilaktu a veiy wide programme of binaries 
in Uie nual uias lor much loo long, v\c have* ronetniiated 
out ifloiis niosilv in ihc cities and Llit Bengal Libraiv Asso 
ci lion Ini ihc last i w cuts veins and more have been uymg 
non oi less in i he wilderness to txiiiul binary smite 4o 
rural eommuiiines The second live year plan gave us an 
opi<nimmv Library Associations all ovtr Indi r have been 
el imniu mg (<» ret ogniiion not only for the profession of 
libiar r nisbip but of (lie 1 need ol libraries as a means of social 
education 

Social ediic tiion is \tiv impoilaru today and ibis need w is 
recognized lot the brst lime in ihc second live year plan, undti 
which tin ‘state Governments also t<x>k up very extended 
piogTainmts With the knowledge I have ibout the v uious oihci 
st ues ol India I sav that we in West Bengal have reasons to ton 
gratulalc ourselves Wbat the Government of W'csi Bengal 
has dime and lias been doing is much greater, at least in 
magnitude than what most of other states have been able to 
do Today these rural libraries have thrown before us certain 
problems with which we were never acquainted before Fvcn 
in the technical matter of lihrananship there are certain ques- 
tions that have to lie tackled anew, since the textbooks on the 
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subject do not have ready made answers. The social back- 
grounds and the contexts are different, and we must find the 
answers ourselVes It is because of this that a symposium of 
this kind, where librarians can pose these questions in a pre- 
cise manner, is so helpful Textbook problems and solutions 
arc very well known We want to know definite problems 
that libraries and librarians are confronted with in the rural 
areas, and semi rural semi urban areas, in the factory areas 
And these questions should be precisely set forth and precise 
answers sought I am glad that the United States Information 
Service and the Bengal Library Association have asked Dr D M 
Sen, Director of Public Instruction, who combines in himself 
also the secretaryship of the Ministry of Education of this 
State to inaugurate the Symposium 

Mr Bartlett on behalf of the USTS will welcome sou all 
and lie will be followed by Mt Subotlh Mukherjce Pirsidcnt 
of the Bengal Library Association So far as the academic 
side of the training of librarianship is toncerncd he knows 
the problems and 1 am sure lie will place them before \ou He 
will ateo welcome jou here on behalf of tilt Bengal Library 
Assoe lation 

Mr Arthur Bar-uht (Director of U S I S , Calcutta) 

It is a great pleasure and pnvilfcgc foi me to welcome 
vou here foi this symposium on behalf of the US1S I 
like to think that it is a good sign and an auspicious omen fen 
our usefulness in the future here that I am being permitted 
sliaightawav ie> pailicipaie even so shghtlx as t Ins in such an 
effort to shne ideas and knowledge about ways and means of 
stimulating the usefulness of libraries and widening reader 
ship of books For, if there is one predominant purpose of the 
USIS, as I set, it is to slimulitc and increase mutual under- 
standing of peoples Pei haps more narrowlv here in India Lo 
increase tlic understanding between your people and our peo- 
ple For we base no doubt that given enough understanding 
of each other, our relationship as nations cannol help but be 
good And surelv there is no waj better to increase under- 
standing than to lncieasc knowledge, the sort of true objective 
knowledge that one attains by a wide and free readership of 
books So, very briefly I just wish to salute >ou for the w r ork 
you are doing towards that end and hope that this symposium 
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will be very successful as one more means helping you accom- 
plish that 

Shki Subodh Murherjee (President, Bengal Library Association) 

I have great pleasure m welcoming all of you to this 
library symposium, a joint endeavour made possible by co- 
operation between the USIS and our Association The Ben- 
gal Library Association has, ever since its inception in 1925, 
been working almost single-handed in championing the cause 
of libraries throughout the State Besides meeting in con- 
ferences at different district centres, the Association has been 
helping the nascent public libraries in the country with ftce 
technical advice The most important work that the Associa- 
tion has been doing very systematically is the training of 
library' personnel for the last twenty years and rnoic Besides 
the annual summer course we run a week-end course lasting 
aboui seven months, and also training camps as and when 
possible within our verv limited means at the different 
distiicts The training of librarians at diffcrcm levels lias 
betn ihe largest in this state because the demand for it has 
also enormously increased Besides the Association's certificate 
course for under giadualcs, ihc tamps are organized for the 
distnct and rural library centres A higher naming course 
for gradual es is run by the University of Calcutta since 1946, 
and there is a demand also for postgraduate degree course 
w'huh we hope will be soon mrtoduccd by the University 
Some short icrm refresher courses have been recently started 
by some of the district library associations for their urban 
end suburban libraries There is also a move foi the training 
of rural librarians bv the state under their social education 
department which is in overall charge or hbrray services in 
the state All the different existing and proposed courses 
need proper co-ordination and we hope that (he State Govern- 
ment, under the matured guidance of Dr Sen, will give the 
matter neccssarv ronsidcration 

This joint symposium is important in many lcspcct The 
different topics that will be taken up, vi/, public library and 
its relationship to the community, bookmobile services, school 
libranes and children's libraries, are all the most worths ques- 
tions, specially in the present dav perspective of development 
of book service at all levels Free book service for all has ever 
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been the dream, of the Association, and on it depends the all 
round devdopniLnt of community life for better mutual under- 
standing amongst all The policy for development of libraries 
both at the centre and in the states is moving towards that 
goal and wc hope that this symposium will also contribute 
substantially towards the same by showing how booh services 
at different levels may bt effectively organi7ed and worked in 
our country 

1 will now 11 union how great ful our Association is lo the 
stall members of the USIS and Miss Krueger partieularly, for 
the intcicst and sympathy in the woik of the Association I 
welcome you all once again individually and collectivclv 
Da D M Sr\ (Secretary, Education Department, West Bengal)' 

As a parlner in the enterprise of promoting library 
services in rural areas I should like Lo icll you one or two 
points, which wc have in nnnd as W( set the problems ahead 
of us and most probably those points may in a wav bring 
your discussion nearer to mother earth and keep ihcin awav 
from the very legitimate scope of llieoietinl discussion which 
has no bounds And in this legard I am talking particularly 
of l he development of library servrees nr connection with 
the second/ third five yeai plan in tins conn tty Vu\ often 
you get moit benefit indirectly And library services is one 
of the welfare seivices which, in the second live vcai plan — I 
know as fir is ihis state is conrci tied — h is gained more in- 
directly than clirectlv because when we wanted 1 little moic 
n oncv Irom ilie Planning Commission, well imuudiateh 

there weir much high pi mi i lies chat wc look vciv small and 
we' had to he content with a vtiy small provision And 
v hiicvti PiofesMii Rov might have to’d sou that we have 

done butci than other slates if taken ai us fail v due, does 

not mean mucli Whatever piovisioiis we had wcic used up 
m i he 1 fust iluee vears and theie was nothing left for the 
next two \i us And oui enlhusiasuc colleagues on the 

hbiarv side some tunes iigJuly oi wrongly sto’c icsoinees from 
other piousion heads in order to geL things going Well. I 
eoiigi it nl ile them Keep vom cfloits sou have all my 
sympathy md as long as the \uditoi C.emial is iioi hud on 
you, I have no objection 

Theie aie one oi two points that I wanted to tell vou 
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about the expansion of library services in the rural areas 
You find that there is a uemendous amount of public volun- 
tary co-operation, and people just don't inertly pass involu- 
tions and leave the entire burden of public tlforl on Wnttrs’ 
Building They do work, and in doing the woik, however 
little it may be, the little surplus energy that ihcv have is 
put to scivitc And by doing it, thev rightly atuaei the 
public help 1 liat they deserve And Lhat is a vciy thoughtful 
sign for am planner if vou are planning far ahead that at 
the end, near the giound, among the ordinary people ihere 
i a verv gicai desire to read hooks, to read good books to 
take oaic of hooks, to make the most use of good books and 
^lso to be proud of book 1 * This is ically important \nd 
vthen you are thinking ahead, this factor will cutainly be a 
sourct of great ciuoiugcimiit to vou because you can take a 
more or less basic micrest for granted in voui planning 

The second point that you have to take into coitsidcra- 
tion is th u in an under-developed country where even the 
childn ri have to contribute to the domestic budget a little 
suv ice nu.uis <m much Ja developing a service which is com 
prehensive enough to eap'tire evervbody vou must be suie 
that vou are not obstructing or disturbing tlu uiral family 
eeonomv lor example, uc fix school hours sav, from ten to 
five because this is (he time convenient for us, and for the 
teachers Often we find that the school services we set up 
urn clncctJy antagonistic to the cvclc of rural life, upsetting 
and tbcicby sometimes putting a tiemcmlous handicap on 
some of the people who are ically interested in attending 
schools or in sending their children to the schools So I pro- 
pose that instead of children and adults coming to voui bina- 
ries, you may have to go to them Thi. existing position may 
have to be reversed You will have to make vour airuigc- 
ments so elastic and at the same time so comprehensive that 
you may be able to cover all the people who arc keen for vour 
services I leave the details to you 

A service that cannot go ahead without you and on which 
the Government of India is laving stress is the advancement 
of women’s education And here I know from the little ex- 
perience we have that if you want to make education compre- 
hensive among women, the library and its services will have to 
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be given as much importance and as much emphasis and a9 
much stimulus as our schools Many of you may remember 
the famous saying of Tagore that in a school you graze in a 
limited manner as rhe cattle graze, tied to a pole, but in a 
library you graze freely And when you have unlimited free- 
dom in a library service you can really penetrate ever) nook 
and corner of family life, and see that light enters there 

We as librarians have a much better chance than the stereo- 
typed schools of the day Perhaps the school service and the 
library service will have to close their ranks All specialists 
are so engaged m their own lines that they iuii parallel and 
often meet in infinity, not in the finiLe world I hope this won’t 
happen to our schools and libraries because dial will be a 
disaster and great loss to a poor country like ours 

Another point I wish to stress is universal free compulsory 
primary education Here a gam, fiom the little bit of field 
work dial wc have done in the first hvc ycais, we have found 
that schools without a library sciviee was a lame service We 
just could not ieally let the school go far enough Wherever 
we have put a library, wheicvci a resident teacher has t tken 
a little interest in the library, not only die school chilchen, 
but their guardians and parents as well come, and without 
running anv adult education class or a night class, we could 
really make our schools or library the real' living ccntie of 
the community, humming with aclivitv, mav be not all day, 
but at all leisure hours, whenever housewives, adulLs, children 
are free Many of you may have experience of how when 
someone leads a book, how other illiterate people who t inn ot 
read bill only understand, look at linn with an cxpicssion of 
aspiration which plainly says I wish I could read 
Whosoever the planners arc, when we aie thinking or universal 
fTee primal y education in the third plan period, they will 
have to work with you, otherwise the gap will inevitably 
remain 

I am only thinking about and looking forward to the 
next five years But for you the whole future is open and 
you may discuss it. 



Chapter. 11 


THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 8c ITS RELATION TO 
THE COMMUNITY 

Moderator Shrj B S Kesavan (Librarian, National Library) 
The theme set for discussion this afternoon is the public 
library and its ielation to the coimnumty 

It is very simple leally, the modern concept of a public 
library in relation to the commumtv I lie days have gone 
V/hen the notion of a library was several shelves full ot books 
passively waiting lor a casual enquirer or the research scholar 
to come in and consult it as and when he Hants it, and the 
hooks will patiently wait on until the other fellow turned up 
This passive concept has given plate to a more dynamic 
notion today You hnd that education in this world does not 
stop merely uith the schools and the colleges Tins is really 
formal education and if you really take the census of people 
n> the vsorld who can possibly benefit by formal education, 
you will hnd that the proportion is very low But remcmbei 
that where people ltave off at school or college, it is not as 
if Lhcir education has been completed at all It is quite a 
trite saying which all of you arc familiar with that everyday 
o r your life you are learning things anti ail through your 
life you arc preparing yourself to know more and more As 
somebody said, the tragedy of life is that w hen we arc fairly 
old and we feel that we know how to speel things out, then 
the time comes for you to speel yourself out of the world 
And there isn’t much scope or opportunity for you to use 
tlus experience which you have gained by stumbling and by 
trying all through these several vears Now why do I say all 
this? Because the experience of many countries has shown 
that the library as it is constituted today in Europe, England, 
America, Russia and a few other places, is the institution which 
is responsible for the enlightenment of the people in general 
All of you have known of this cliche “the man in the street” 
Now if any institution really caters for the man in the street, 
it is the library And one of the delightful things abouL the 
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library is the capacity to get a man to know without any 
of the terrifying aspects of formal compulsion In other 
words, the library today is an institution which beckons 
everybody to come into it and leaves ever\body to himself or 
herself within its precincts, completely Telaxed and at the 
same time able to find out for himself what he w r anLs to 
know Now this method of educating the people is the 
primary responsibility of libraries and today the library is 
not an institution nicam only for the grown up, or only the 
learned 01 the scholarh. but it is meant lor the entire family, 
from the little ones right on to the people of whatever stage 
of hfc they are m The library is something that raters to 
the t mire family They aic all welcome to n and you find 
that the way is constituted is such ihat iIil people' like to 
come there and avail of its services 

You know very well that the use ol book*, is not merely 
for study but to Icl us live moie fullv, jovouslv, happily 
The instructional aspect of books is hut a narrow aspect 
There art several other aspects too To know how to live, 
how to be happy, how lo live your life in all its fuTliuss 
Now books arc imam for all these purposts ind the libraries 
arc meant to lell people how to live ihcir lives in all its 
fullness, in all its yoyousness Now Ihat 1 think is the 
dynamic new contept ot the public lihtarv which is iccepted 
by most educationalists And today, in India, von know 7 very 
well that with all our Iradition of learning, with our great 
cultuial traditions there is a verv ironic situation where you 
find that the hbuiv as this dvnamic unit is not be seen as 
often as it should be Everyone of you know that one of the 
most remarkable experiments made in this dnrttton was in 
Dtlhi iindti thi sponsoiship of UNESCO The Government 
of India joined with UNESCO and they started the Delhi 
Public T ihrarv \nd i verv one who has gone to this Public 
Libi.uv vs ill lell you how ruhlv it is used The tiagu part 
of u is not that they want readtrs, but that they want books 
One of the most happy things about the Delhi Public Library 
is that the books on the shelf present a most woebegone, 
bedraggled shabby, dog-eared appcaranct, which tells you that 
each one of these books has been read mam tunes And the 
public have soiled ihese books bv use and you do not find 
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.a natty little neat happy lutje glass cased al nurah housing 
beautiful books to be shown to visitors as and when they 
appear on the scene Tins is a library which is using books 
and books are treated, very lightly, as a perishable commodity 
Not that they are worshipped, buL that they are used Now 
in t his remarkable experiment in Delhi, the lile of die nty 
flows through this library, literally flows through n It is 
also situated just opposite to the mam railway station 
in Delhi It was supposed to be an old rantc‘cn meant lor 
the nulii in m the o'd dass that has been roils cried into the 
Lihrai \ winch is Ineralh standing at the crossroads ol public 
movement and you will luul that a triumphant |usLi(itJLion 
has been made there foi die building up ol similai public 
libianes all over the country 

For some reason or other which we cannot clarify to our- 
selscs, there has been a eussednes m the situation, tliat this 
remarkable ixpeumeni, with all its ins[ nation and with all its 
lessons has remained uniinitau d You take this great city of 
Calcutta 1 tilt its remarkable population, its intellectual Liadi- 
tions, its remarkable furiosity, it Klmg habits, you also take 
the fact that there is the grtat prosmee where book publislnng 
has achiesed some dimensions both in quality and m quantity, 
this great fits floes noi liau a public library Yf>u know the 
definition ol a public librais V platt when e\er\ man, 
woman ind ihtkl ran as a matter of right gel whales cr he fir 
she wants to rtad at am lime they want to read iL, free of cost, 
which is a yen important thing A fret sen ire asailable to 
everyone at cveis stage of life as n mailer oT lurtln lglil that 
is a library It is one ol tlif 1 oic firtdonis that a man should 
have the freedom fo nad tin opportunity to rtad We do 
not know yvhat picvenls pen] le fiom positing surh a tihrary 
here* Of course, m Calcutta it ysould be absurd to say iliac you 
can have one library because sou know you arc going to have 
atlean a chain of pub’ic li brants in Calcutta, and whether it 
is the lesponsibilm of the guy eminent or the Corporation is 
not the question Whosocvti has to take the responsibility, 
ihere it is, the pit lure is quite cleat for you You have got in 
this remarkable city an opportunity yyailing lo be giasptd 
And what is more, you have got whai you haven’t got in any 
-other city A public which will cleai up the hook shelves within 
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half an hour the library is open Let me tell you that Let 
there be a lending library in any part of this great city and the 
librarian will be very happy He will find his shelves happily 
empty within about an hour and a half after be opens the 
dooTs That is the situation in this great city and you will find 
that we have not got it My job here is not to complain or 
awake resentment, but to draw your attention to the actual 
pieiurc We talk about public relations, the libraiy m its 
relations to the community, but first of all you must have some- 
thing to have relations At the present moment it is “non 
esl’’, there is no public libiary 

You take me for example in the National Library I am 
falling between two stools It ever there is a library where the 
largest amount of frustration is to be experienced for borrowing 
books, you can come to the National Library You will find 
there aie a hundred reasons why I don'i issue a book If you 
applv for thirty books, jnu will stand a chance ol getting two, 
and that is if ^ou are hicky, and if you have wailed there for 
quite a long period, enough to break anybody's heart But 
look at the tragic situation With all these frustrations with 
all these provocations, which is not im making it is a part of 
the situation, you find that the lending library members are 
mounting up, shooting up every month, deposits are flowing 
in And whs is it that this happens with all horrible frustra- 
tions that one can experience ? Because you have got one 
institution which either ought to be a National Library and be 
a center of reference institution, or be a public lihiaiy and 
l'end books in a sensible fashion But here, trying to be both- 
you sec that expression falling between two stools, a delight- 
ful expression to exemplify the sitution that we are in 

Now fortunately, the Government of West Bengal has 
assumed the leadership in the develooment of libraries which 
is very enviable I have been a member of the Library 
Advisory Committee which toured all around the country, 
even to the much talked of places where library legislation has 
been enacted and we are supposed to see delightful stales of 
affairs prevailing Well, let me teel you I was glad that I 
came home to Bengal and I found that with all our limitations* 
and with all our difficulties, we have done a few things over 
here in the positing of the district libraries, m having a certain 
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number of urban centres In other words, atleasi today in 
Bengal you have the opportunity to make mistakes, you have 
atleast the scope to go wrong, and please remember what man- 
kind requires is the scope and the opportunity to make mis- 
takes and go wrong, not to do anything wonderful, not to 
achieve anything perfect, but to stumble, to fall, to learn, to try 
and pick yourself up and to do something And you will find 
that that sort of thing is available over here today 

There is only one appeal I have to make to the speakers 
at this symposium Please do not be hide-bound by the title 
of the theme The library in its relations to the community 
is a sort of portmanteau theme which will enable everyone 
of you to say something and still be relevant Everyone of 
you is welcome to participate in this discussion 
Shri Nikhil Ranjan Rov (Chief Inspector, Social (Adult) 
Education, Government of Wicst Bengal) 

Trying to speak on the public library and ns relation to 
the community, I would like to take myself away ftom here 
for the moment to a place that I visited some lime ago It 
has practically no meaning loi those who have not visited it, 
but I think J should mention it in particular because I hope 
someone hcic might visit that plate and see what ailualh the 
situation is there 

Tamluk is a sub-divisional town in the district of 
Midnapore, and ten miles from there is a place- tailed 
Sutahata It is on the Ganges and is a police station area, 
a “Thana”, as we call it The thana is roughly a radius of 
ten to fifteen miles and in this area libraries have grown 
rather spontaneously The Government support came much 
later Within that area has grown up a number of libraries 
The number will be about fifty to sixty, six of them sponsored 
by fhe Government These are what we call sponsored rural 
libraries Down at the sub divisional headquarters at Tamluk, 
there is a district library, within reach of which there are sue 
government sponsored libraries which have branches all over 
The six government sponsored rural libraries have the 
responsibility of developing the area intensively in library 
services While visiting all these libraries, some of the 
concrete specific problems that came to my notice are the 
want of books. This is true not only of one public library in. 
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the capital ot India, but also with regard to the small village 
libraries which we visited in that area Almost all the libraries 
have shelves empty of books, and there is hardly more re- 
sources at our disposal to replace the books as soon as they 
are taken away lhcrc was a sort of a rural symposium m 
that aica, which 1 had the privilege ol attending and this 
prob'em was posed before us How to increase ihe number 
ol books, how uj gel nunc books, our rtsomces being limited? 
The government can only pay up to a certain extent 

Now here comes the qc cstion ol the relation between the 
library and the tomiuuiiiiv The community is not so willing 
lo open Us purse — strings lor ihc libraries now for reasons 
which aie obvious bo how to do u 5 Duiing the course of 
discussion a solution was suggested Whs 110L let these six 
rinal hhraiHs ledciatc an'oug iheinelves into a Hbrary union 
and specialize in slocking books ol a particulai kind in 
pai litiilai lilnaiics instead of stocking all 1 sorts ot books in 
all ihc hhrai its' 1 hat |,ia<lical solution vxas grasped and a 
stau has been made in ilm chief lion One ol two libraries 
liavc lakui upon iluniselves the i 'sk of coUcttmg only books 
on liuidtuu, books on liciion books on poetrv, or books on 
ihc humanities | Ini will g,\[ [he most scope lo ukl to 
ihtir slock wnh t lit limned resouicts that they have 

Sum B S ki ssvs\ Our problem is paucitv ol books In 

other woids Bengal, sav, publisher, a cuiain number of books 
tverv \cai Now thtse .tie the onl\ Hems available, 
whcLliei vom librarv speculi/tcl one ol them in fiction and 
ihc olhei in other subjects and ilicn j'oolcd them logcihcr 
How is this pirticul'ai tccliniqm going to solve i lie pioblcm 
■of book pioductum 5 The number of items aie the same 
Is vom suggcsiion that each of these libraries hiving limited 
liiiancc cannot go m foi a'l tlusc books and, therefore, d there 
is a central l>ook pool thev can diaw fium iheni' But the 
basic ] lohlein lod iv not mils m Bengal hut all parts of 
this coinfrv is thai om hciok pioduction runs lo several 
lliousind til'cs Now iliese sevtral thousand tules, compared 
to the deni uid that theie is m the country, gets itself 
exhausted un soon ancl we art at oui vuts end lo know 

what lo dci to piovide lush leading for the people Now 

Jiow is this union business going to solve this problem? 
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Shri Nikhil Ranjan Roy Well, I am not trying to get at 
the problem of book production now What I am trying 
to drive at is that if the total pool can be richer than what 
is now possible and if by intia-library lending services a parti- 
cular library can get hold of books from other neigh homing 
libraries, a reader who comes to one library and has 10 go 
away disappointed without gcltmg what he van is does not 
have Lo be so disappointed To sonic extent the dtm md for 
books by readers of the partinilai community can be mil 
But so far as the question of book production is concerned, 
that is another problem which might be thought over also 

The second problem is (hat ol accommodation When 
the government onlv pass a pait of the building lonsimciion 
the money thaL is avaikib't from the ia\ fund is Iimiud Bui 
ir is a satisfying experience that uhticvcr government money 
has been given, local people in spile of their unwillingness 
otherwise to pay for Iihraiv books, have tome foiward raised 
contributions from amongst themselves, which have matched 
the government grants and made the building possible 

Suppose a village librirv building costs say , eight 
thousand rupees Two rooms a running verandah some stock 
space reading room space and some samtaiv airangcmcnts 
Government pass four thousand rupees and the rcmaindci 
comes from public conli ihulinn It is a satisfving experience 
that this four thousand mpccs comes from ihc small con- 
tributor who contributes five, ten or fifteen rupees or even 
less If von mix with the people if vou talk (o them, we 
know that there is a genuine demand for hbiaiics for the 
mipiovcmcnt of the existing binaries But when I lie question 
of setting up a new budding comes in, the question of money 
stands as a bar That is the problem and of couise it cannot 
be solved outright from (he spiakus table hue But it has 
been found at least in m un places in Wesi Bengal, IliaL tlieie 
has been vciv e ncour iging response Fiom the public sunn 
And if vou win the confidence ol the public bv pioptil\ 
approaching them then is no dcirth of monev so Jjr as ilie 
construction of buildings for binaries is concerned 

In the third plan, ol course, moii libel. il j rosotons Im 
const! uetion of buildings are going to be made and if that 
conics about, ibis pioblem of prov id mg moic aceomnmdaiion 
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for libraries, reading rooms and other amenities will be solved 
to a certain extent 

Another problem is the linking up of school services with 
library services In the Tamluk area this is being done with 
a certain amount of creditable efficiency The bookmobile van 
which has been placed at the disposal of the Tamluk District 
Library, instead of supplying books to the book deposit centers 
as its only work, is really functioning as a mobile library 
How? Along with books, they also carry portable folding 
furniture And on the wayside wherever the book can go, 
they select some primary schools, junior basic schools — and the 
junior basic schools today arc much better from the point of 
view of building and amenities than our traditional primary 
schools They ha\e pucca buildings and also in many places 
there are sliadv trees The tan selects a shady tree in the 
school compound They spread out the furniture and the 
books It has been our experience that whenever this ts clone, 
the childien try to come out of their classes even throwing 
discipline to the four winds But that is not to be encouraged, 
of course So there has been an understanding between the 
school authorities and the library authorities that the book- 
mobile vans should visit the schools only when the school 
hours are over or when there ts an interval At those times, 
when the bookmobile comes to a particular school, ihc\ find 
the chtldien like humming bees coming oul of their classes 
and assembling around the \an and looking ai the books, 
pictures and maps , they biowse amongst the books I have 
recommended introduction of this system in other district 
libraries too and all the district libraries, ] hope, hate arltatly 
started doing this 

Tins, of course, is no problem but onlv a picture of the 
situation the bnght side of the picture So in the course of 
oui last two or three scats of work over the state, it has been 
found lhat even the schools hast not proved so scry jjopular 
in certain aicas ns the hhrancs Nowhere in West Bengal has 
a library become unpopular In every rural library, eyen 
though the hbiarv might not be government sponsored, it may 
be just a subscription library yvheTe books have been collected 
by small subscriptions from the reading public, every shelf 
contains books which in the words of Kesavan are shabby and 
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bedraggled, which is a living testimony to the popularity of 
the books, of the frequent use which these books are put to 
That has been our experience all over So, with better winds 
blowing, which I hope will blow in the next five year plan, 
we will have more provisions Dr Sen lias already told you 
that we started with a budget of three lakhs and our budget 
today is 63 lakhs during these four or five years tune And 
.all the money that we had have been spent and ivt arc also 
taking more from other heads, making ourselves guilty from 
the others point of view It docs not matter, it will go on 
So in the third plan if inoic money is available the library 
movement and the library development scheme in West Bengal 
which has been started on a veiy moderate scale might mature 
and grow, might fulfill itself into a much better thing which 
wc all hope for 
Shri B S Kesavan 

Befoic 1 call upon the next speaker, I vs ant lo read a 
few iele\ant paiagiaphas from the papei which the Librarian 
of Tarnluk, who is unable to be prcsinl today has been kind 
enough to send I will not bother you with the liilrodueuoii 
(o the paper which is in genual tern's envisaging i soil of blue- 
print for the country, the familiar picture tliaL all of us have 
been told here m an era of ihc pyramidal stiuelurc with 
something at the apex and broad based at the pvr.inud 
Now apart from that \ou have got the acLual description here 
given about Tamluk libraries 

364 rural libraries have so far been started m 280 thanas, 
rendering service as the basic working units ol the diauct 
libraries Establishment of atlcast one rural lihraiv in each 
of the twenty-five hundcred anrhal panchayaLs is also 
envisaged in the stale plan 

I have now to give you a few of the details of the woiking, 
he savs, of the district library at Tamluk and then a lew 
suggestions for the lmjnovcriicm and rapid piogress of binary 
service in the rural areas “In our library in Tamluk all the 
service fronts excepting the training scheme lo be slaited soon, 
have alicady started functioning and art doing well Thtre 
are four reading rooms, one for children, another for women, 
a third one is the general reading room for men and the fourth 
one the newspaper and periodicals reading room” There 
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are 1,500 icgisicrcd mcnibeis Average daily reading is 100 
members The attendance m the newspaper and periodical 
section averages about 50 The speeial feature of the news- 
papei scLtion is Lhe display of hand written wall paper con 
taming the world news m brief, which has earned much 
appreciation lioin the local public The daily average 
cneulaLion of books from the district libiary to its lural units 
is 500 approximately, and over 1,500 men, women and 
children are daily enjoying the benefits of the free library 
service through the rural hbiary centie Then follows the re- 
markable statement which I wish Mr Rimranjan BliaUaeharyay 
v as litre lo jtiahsc, but any wav J will read it as it is "The 
disluct libiaiy has so far been able lo xeacli seven lakhs of people 
in ihc disuicL the total population being iw tills l.iklis ' Now 
that is a verv remarkable slatciiunt on all grounds 1 shall 
have to have a few more details oil this patLietilai point 
because the distribution of mntl seivice to slvlii lakhs of people 
means a ramification a routine the book eolleetion and sLaft 
■ rtiplital ions ol vvhieli aie lcdlv nol lo be smiled jt The i el ore. 
I should he very giateful to him, as Lhc primum mobile in» 
ihese mattis if we .ue favouttd wnh .i short of wntc-up on llus 
pailieulai ispeel of the elisuiet libiuv ol I amluk md die 
leaching ol the 1 seven lakhs of people and Lhe stall imphca 
lions ami lhe still age miplicaiioiis ill u U implies Because to> 
me ii is a veiy happv slalenicnt as von sjul a verv bright side 
inched a statement which cannot be made with such confidence 
in auv other part of India I am onlv highlighting this 
because as Iibi.itinis in B'ngil n is veiv neeessiiv loi ns to 
annol itc lb it stuemeiii lather dccplv and to go mlo the 1 
ramifications. then of uiel to work out the particulai scheme 
lo foul mil c\aet|v what imp’ll iiions these have as that is 
vuv neeessirv foi us 

Then follows a vciy micicsling paiagiaph The orgam 
/ilion eif I’aihasibu, oi tlic mobile reading cainp an innova- 
tion of die ehslucl bbrarv ai Taniluk has created a great 
reading nut it si among the ruial public The special fcatme 
foi (\icnding lilnarv service to women is lhe picivisiou for 
supplv hooks io die in through messengers subject to the obsci 
vation of ecrtain rules 

1 he rhildicn’s set lion of the bbrarv lias also achieved 
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considerable success within a short period The special feature 
of the section is the holding of on the spot meetings by the 
children themselves, choosing their own president and their 
own guest-m-chief and the programme comprises songs, dances, 
recitations, storytelling, caricature and they arc also very 
conscious about reading 

Shri B B Mohanty (D S E O, Dbenkanal, Orissa) 

1 shall speak first social education and adult education m 
Orissa, and then report about the activities of the library 
movement as far as Orissa is concerned 

As the District Social Education Organized in charge of a 
district, my first hand experience is confined to the distntL of 
Dhtnkjnal However, as I have been m the field of social edu 
cation for the last seven years, I have a general idea of the 
condi lions in Orissa 

Beloie Lhe launching ol the community projects m 1952 
in ilic staLo die movement of social education was very nanow 
in i is scope and I think this is applicable to all the states in 
India Theie was one adult education officer in the direc 
loi.itc of education and undci him ihtic are district organi- 
zers of adult education in each state Their activities are 
to organize adult literacy centres in each district So Lhe 
movement was confined just to starting of these adult 
Iitcracv tenirts and just to continue the follow'-up programme of 
the neo-lucr.ues In 1952 when the community projects were 
launched in the stale there wtre only Lhree community pro 
jeets, in the districts of Kalahandi, Balasorc and Ganj'ani 
Aftci the launching of these community projects, the social 
cdutaiion movement began lo gam momentum In each 
coiriiuunitv project theie is out chief social education organ i 
Zii and siy social education oigamzcrs 

There was a problem of cuoichnation between the deve- 
lopment department in the coniuiunitv projctLs ad minis tra 
tiou and the education depaitment In the project area 
consisting of about, say, 100 villages, the chief social cduca 
lion organizer and Ins team of SLO’s organize social activities 
beginning from adult education centres upto libraries, com- 
rnuuitv centres, recreation centres and other gioup activities 
And the states social education officer was responsible lor the 
co-relation of all these chief social education organizers and 
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also these district adult education organizers who were func- 
tioning before the launching of the community projects So 
the government decided that these adult education organizers 
will be withdrawn from the districts covered by community 
projects As a resuh, three district organizers have been with- 
drawn and three social education organizers, besides their 
normal duties in ihe community project area, took up this 
duty in the non-projcct area m the district The Simla Deve- 
lopment Commissioner's Conference having decided that the 
chiel social' education organizers will be appointed as district 
social education organizers, Orissa now has three districts 
social education organizeis lrom 1950 So the problem of co- 
ordination was particularly marked fiom 1952 to 1950 

The picture is now is Lhat in each distmt ihtre is a dis- 
tt let social education officer serving undo the dircrtoiate of 
education and m each block iheie is one male SEO Of 
course, a lady S»EO is also supposed Lo be there, but this has 
not been possible ui evtiv block due lo lark ol trained per- 
sonnel Ihe distorts have a distnci social education org.ini7.ci 
and at ihe state level there is ihe adult education officer to 
supervise the inounicnl And the diffuem activities which 
art now done in ihe field of social education aie divided bet 
ween Lhc rommtmitv development block md the education 
deparmicnt The education department aL die headquarters 
lias a l.il»oiatoiv ol audio v ivu il aids so ihu ihcv c.in produce 
some of these long projected visual uds as also projected 
visual aids such is hlin strips Thev aho look over the library 
iroveincni and at the same lime i lit coininumtv pioject 
adininistralion also organized social education activities But 
H is lhc ovaall responsibiluv ol the e due a ion dcpai tment at 
the state level and ihe disiriet social tducalion organizer at 
the divine i level in supemsi the activities I’nfortunatelv 
Oussa does not have the Miuctural paltern that obtains in 
Bengd with elisirui Idnatics subdo isional libriries and vil- 
lage libraries We lnv«, at lhc disiriet level a ehs'nct public 
relations reading room which is maintained l>v the dcpai tment 
of puhlit illations This howcvei does noi lend books to the 
villagers \nd oidv Dhcnkanal dismct has an miegraied library 
service started in 1952 This started as an experiment in the 
first five vear plan and has been continuing thiough the second. 
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and I hope in the third five year plan every district will have 
integrated library service I shall now mention some of the 
problems m our library movement 

The government sometimes feels that the villagers should 
not be given the responsibility of selfecting boohs for their own 
libraries The directorate ol education grants money to the 
village libraries through the DSEO, and the government feds 
that they should have the power to select boohs and recom- 
mend the boohs to be possessed by these hbranes 
Shri H S Rlsavvv 

But has there been any instance where the villagers themselves 
got (ogether and wanted certain boohs and where there was a 
conflict between the authorities and the villagers and if so, 
wliat was the natmc of ihc books that the villagers wanted 
and whai was the nalurc of the authority ihat denied it to 
them ? 

Sum B B Mojiavty 

As far as T am concerned personally, i his situation gels 
on mv neives because we arc spoiling the enthusiasm of the 
people and in the long run spoiling the group at Mon which is 
ihc csstnct of social (dictation In one instance, m a veiy 
sm ill village where the people aie 1101 \ci\ In gills educated, 
bul uoL illitciaii, ihc oldei generation wanted u> purrhasc 
some boohs like ms ihologv and such, whereas the younger 
geiiLi Uion wanted tush novels in Oma and Hindi Appli- 
cations came from both sides lei the DSl’O Now what .mi 1 
ro do 5 I consult it cl both the apjlicatioiK and pud a visit 
to the sillagt had discussion with cull gioup separately and 
logethu, and I could see that the village libiaiy already con- 
lauicd some boohs which should not have been thcie J lit sc 
weie lush novels I cooks on magic and that sort of llung 

A ltd in ill. il paniiit'j) ullage I found that thue were not 
mans boohs on mythology oi motals rn pojiul it '■eicnte and 
smiil.il siib|ec.s So thcie is r he j roblcm With ihc scheme 
o' dcmociaiie deeeiitiali/ation oJ the stiond plan going into 
effect all over India, when people at the panchavaC level are 
going lo pi in and execute then own activities, Lhcy fuse lo be 
given tlu responsibility to selec i then own laiohs I lemcm- 
bcc Mi Ncln u, yyhen he spoke in the last National Develop- 
ment Council meeting where the scheme of democratic dtrLn- 
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LralizaUon was considered, said that if the people are to do 
something Set them do and learn by their own mistakes IE 
they have the right to do something they have also the right 
to learn through their mistakes Well, that is very interesting^ 
but in this library you find that there are some books which 
should not have been there, but what are you going to do ^ 
I feel that the library’s independence should not be spoiled 
But at the same time, the DSEO’s have to do something, be- 
cause if lie does not, tlic voungcr people who have a certain 
amount of influence will fill the racks of libraries with not so 
dtsirahl'c boohs This is pioblcm No 1 

And problem No 2 is this "1 he publishers in Oriss i are 
always after textbooks And even the so called elite among 
the authors eoneenliatc on textbooks because they feel that 
will bung in more money for them The libraties say that 
they have to spend ihtir allocation by ‘list Maith, so thtv have 
( i buy the available books The authois and Lhc publishus say 
who vwll buy ImkiLs olliei than textbooks if vu wuu ami pub- 
lish them 5 Libiarics slum d hau influentc ovti ihe j ublisbi rs 
so that the publislieis will get after lilt wnlus to write books on 
all subjects and not just tc\il>oohs Tins is one roll of ihe 
lihraiy which lias not been luliillcd in Onssa 

These aic the two most vexing problems which in my 
opinion should be discussed hue and I shall be grateful for 
any suggestions oflued foi ijitn solution 

Libraries should be closely linked with the follow-up arti 
vibes ol aeluh luuaev eeuieis What happens now is, when a 
nto-lueialc* atui six months geies bath to ihe held' he triLS u> 
keep up his new luiuid learning thiuugh the lihr tries But 
all too of leu the binary docs not have the resources to cater 
io lmn and he I tile hack to illiteiacy I w is ven disturbed to 
fine) that a young nun of 211 whom I had peisonallv examined 
and to whom I had issued a literacy calibrate could not icad 
a single woitl in a leading Oriva newspaper after six mouths 
He could not even write his own name He said the librarv 
was no help to him and n was full of voting people reading 
and discussing 'mode in novels Well, ihe* group discussion 
spun is good lull I feel that it should he channeled in the 
ptoper direct ion so that it leads to group action anti com- 
nuiiulv development in general 
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The average percentage of literacy in Orissa is II to 12 % 
and the working group on education which discussed the dif- 
ferent aspects of education programme in Orissa think that the 
machinery of social education should be such as to be able to 
increase the percentage of literacy to 30 by the end of the third 
scar plan I think they may be too optimistic 

Now lhat democratic decentralization is coming to Orissa 
in the near future, the planners and the government hope that 
the panthavais wilF have their mobile services so that every 
individual village will gti the books, and at the panchayat 
level there will be a panchavat library, at the block panchayaL 
sarnity level there will lie a block libiary, at the district level 
there will be a district library and at the stare level there will 
be the state library 

Library Associations do not e\ist in Orissa and even where 
rhev do (hev are not very effective oi active However, in the 
course of tunc when the panchayats will be responsible for the 
operation, management and the cxecutional planning of the 
libraries I feel the problem will be solved and simultaneously 
these voluntarv agincits will also come to be 
Shhi B J> Kisu « 

Then are a lew things that I do not know, if von will 
zillow nit to clarity them We ait leceivmg even publica- 
tion published in Oussa lor purposes ol ihc compilation of 
the Indian Nation d Bibliography J~hc full count of these 
publications romts to an average of about 500 That is a 
number which I want to sink into om minds You tike the 
population of Oiissa, sou lake tin hopes we have, you take 
the plan projects that aie afoot, the libraues that aic lo be 
built up, now even granting lhat it tomes up to a thousanel — 
and a thousand should be a fairly good number — is an officer 
concerned with the busing of books for libraries how do vou 
manage at all to get hooks into a library of any sire? 

We also have tabulated the receipts from Orissa and we 
find that out of these five hundred or six hundred volumes 
60% are on functional ihemes and 40% are covered by what 
you have been pleased to call trash And also some of the 
social sciences and quite a few literal rudimentary publications 
In the sciences also Now even granting that tomorrow Orissa 
is going to set out upon a very visionary plan for developing 
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the litci ae\ and also the library programme o£ that slate, un- 
less of course there is the other implication that not only books 
in Or '> a, but also books in Hindi, Bengali and quite a few 
oilier neighbouring Languages ate drawn upon as far as fur- 
nishing the libuiy is concerned, where arc you going lo get 
enough books to meet the demand '* This is a ptoblein which, 
interests me and I ain sure interests most of sou as sou are 
lisitmng to him 
Shki it It Wonts. is 

Wc arc Hying to establish writers' coopeiamts m Orissa 
If these are run successfully, they will have considerable influ- 
ence on the publishers and the publishers can be induced ro 
bung oul moil and more good Ixioks So wt cxpccl this piob- 
1cm to be soiled when the numbii of co oj,c i.nm s increases 
in Orissa 

Miss Rein C Krui (ik (I)iucioi ol libiiit Somu ( SJS, 

( alt nil a) 

Mr Vlob.inlt sivs ill u om ol Ins ptob'cilis is conflict ill 
book scktiion One sick tonics lo him and s n > wc wain this 
tvpe ol bools and I lit olhu side ionics lo bnn md demands 
aundiei ivpc of books Would a (mimiiliu lcpiesenlirig Lith 
faction and working wnb a ccilun delimit, budget solve the 
pioblc'in * Ibis is jusl an idea tlnl taint into ni\ mind when 
ifie piobkm was posed 
SlIKl li IS Moiiamv 

\c > n.ill \ foi each villigc lihun 1 lie i c is i hhiai\ cc>nt- 
nniitc which is supposed lo m ike op the list of bcx'ks united 
and send u le» die l)SLO kn appioval If dus list ctm.ains 
books wbuli in ili« opinion of tin 1)SJ O uc no elt suable, 
lie gciitullv wines lock lo ( lie eonuuitUi telling ihem to re- 
toilsielei them Also in some c ises as I have been doing he 
straighlwav goes Lo the ullage tliscusscs the inittci wiili the 
roniniittcc members md explains why these inks u nm good 
foi the bln ,u v The besi thing would lx lo taeklc the piob- 
leni in a dunociatie principle neither the OSLO For the coin- 
miitce taking the uppci hand but eoinmg to a common ground 
by discussion ind then selecting the liooks I think that clear 
the problem 

Shrj 1 iNc.oRi IDa ita (Vuc President Bengal Library Association)- 

I shall lie glad to know if there is am list of recommended 
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books such as is published for Bengali books by our education 
directorate and also published by the Bengal Library Associa- 
tion 

Shri B B Mohanti 

Lvcry six months the directorate ol education recoin 
mends certain books and this list is published in the Orissa 
Gazette and also in the local dailies of Onssa We call it the 
list of books recommended for libraries 
Shri Nirhii Raman Roy 

By was of clanlication, as the Iisl picp.ired by the ednta 
tion diicctoutc of the West liengal Got eminent has come in 
for mention here, I would like to point out two things There 
art piauically two lists One is a list of school text books 
and school library books which is periodically published in 
tile Calcutta Gazttit This is |usi a continuation of an old 
tradition in pic independence class evtiv book used to look- 
ed at from the political point of view of whether it is| seditious 
ot not I hat tiadilion still continues in so far as school 
iibr.ii ics and school pu/< books jic concerned Hut apart 
from that anothei list is being picparcd which has nothing 
to do with school hliiaucs or school prize books This is 
prepared by the education director lit and is a free publication 
which is supplied to all the public libraries that recent 1 giants 
from the government This is not a lecommcndalivc, tisi 
Whcthci you cjii it commend such books lo public libraries 
is a question of elcmoci .me tcsponsihilitv intellectual ability 
and oilier tilings Of course, m making the selection circ is 
taken to sec that perserse md unde mi iM< hooks ire Icfl out 
But this is a suggestnc list and evtrv library is fiec ro make 
its own selection, if nccessaiv wills tlu help of this list be 
cause lots of books arc being published cvcrv month and it 
is not always possible for the 1 village librarian to gel hold oF 
the information of all the publications that arc coming out 
And in making this selection, of course, it is not possible for 
one person or e'en half a dozen persons to read everv book 
and to find out what it contains But the list is prapared 
in consulalion with reviews that arc published with hook 
catalogues and publicity and even the books themselves 
Also the suggestions from readers, collected by librarians arc 
also w'cjcome On the basis of these, the list is prepared every 
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year and supplied free to all the libraries which the libraries 
are requested to consult in making their own selections, but 
they art never asked to follow this list and this list alone 

Shki B S ktSAVAN' In this connection a couple of 
remarks I would like to make which might bt_ relevant You will 
all be happy to know that part of this problem wit be solved 
by the fart that the Indian language fascicules of the national 
bibliography lias alteadv been published in several languages 
Malavalain hanada Urdu Bon crab is being printed just 
now r The Sahitva Akadems in Orissa has undertaken this job 
and they are printing the book, with the result that they are 
all very cheaply priced and they arc available and accessible 
to the remote Iibiarian within the pai titular province AH 
the gear’s publications arc there For practical reasons it is 
not possible to make this more frequent, because even the 
annual publications has a verv small foimai and if vou in- 
crease the periodicity of it you will find that vou might have 
to distnbute sheets of paper oil oetasions as hu is local 
publications are contented 

Shri D N N|\h a (Deputy Director of Education Bihar) 

I must confess that I do not have much experience of die 
public library system 

In Bihar we have claboutc organ 17a non of public library 
system We have at the centre at Patna a Central State 
Lihrarv, of which Mi P N Goui is the librarian, and we 
have seventeen chsirfci central libraries in each of the district 
hcadquartci s Each district rum 1] library is nol government 
recognised, but a few are For example, the districl library 
at Ranchi the one ai Dhanbad, the one ai ( haihasj and a 
few otlicrs aie purelv government managed institutions But 
the others are the old ditsnct libiancs which have not been 
t then over, but have been renamed district cential libraries, 
although their management continues to he private and these 
libraries aic being aided to a verv considerable extent by the 
State 

These libraries affiliate the libraries in the rural areas 
I think by now wc have about three thousand such libraries 
in the villages and most of these are affiliated to the district 
libraries, which, apart from their own stock of books, get 
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Ibooks from the disirict central libraries These district 
central libraries are almost aH, I think, presided with book 
mobilics and these vans take books to these libraries at regulai 
intervals 

These libraries in the villages are also commumiv unties, 
generally speaking They are a meeting place where jreoplt. 
'free from tie davs work sit together and discuss ccrtuu affairs 
and read books and they have a very good social gathering ilurt 
But I must confess that 1 do not feel that the impact of these 
libraries so fai has bun as it should have bun I( is not is if ihtsc 
libraries have changed the habits of the ptople As was pointed 
out In the modtratoi in the course of Ins intioductnry remarks, 
the one purpose ol the public library these davs should be to 
bring about a change in ih<. life of tliL people If living is 
an art books should leach us that art and 1 do not think that 
these Mbr.it ics have hem aide io teach thi people the an of 
living proptrlv and enriching their lives They have ceitainly 
given them «onu infoiiual ion but information alone is not 
education Thev have pci haps given them iteTcition , ilicy 
read a number of books which ihcv find interesting 

Perhaps the books which cou'd change ihur lives are not 
vci interesting to them Ihosd books, whose purpose is to give 
information on popular seiinic, social sciences on certain other 
aspects which could enrich ihe lives of the people arc not vet 
perhaps written in a way which could have i hold on the readers 
If the pnntcel page pips the leader, the library should be 
considered successful The libraries should have a collection 
of books which has that attraction associated with whai has 
been called trash books These trash books mav be bad, but 
there is an element in those books which somehow or other 
attracts people We do not want them to read it and yet they 
read it That shows that there is sonic aspen of tt which is 
t'cmarkable and which has to he kept in mind If the makers 
of books which are on the subjects that we would like our 
people to read could also imbibe that attraction in the 
presentation of their materials, it could immensely help to 
make the library movement more popular and successful As 
yrl, I don't feel* that these Irbrmes in Bihar have made that 
Impact on people 

My impression has been that the 'mall number of books 
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in the \illage libraries are being used quite frequently I 
don’t believe that the libraries in urban areas are used much, 
more than in the villages I have seen libraries in urban 
areas which arc, as 1 pointed out, very attractive, placed in 
glass cases for everybody to look at, but they are not dog- 
eared, they do not show signs ol having been dirtied by 
frequent use I have visited some village libraries in my 
capacity of Divisional Inspector of Schools and I found that 
the books were in many cases more dog-eared than in the 
ui ban librancs 

We finance these rural libraries through a system of cou- 
pons We have a superintendent of libraries for the stale 
whose oflice is in the Central State Librarv at Patna He has 
certain allotments at his disposal for the distribution to the 
public libraries as also to school libraries, mainly to high 
school libraries He distributes grants through these coupons 
These coupons are sent to the libraries and schools and on 
tlu strength of these ( hey cm bu> a number of books from 
the booksellers nominated bv the siaLt government We have 
what is called a Gramh Suclu which is published by the state 
government of Bihar and that coniains a number of books 
which arc considered suitable for libraries But it is not very 
obligatoiv Of course, it is gene rails recommended that they 
should make then thoiec from that list, but thev are free in 
some cases to select other books also Bui that of course they 
can do from (heir own funds, and I think so far as the books 
to be purchased out of the coupons arc concerned, thev have 
t > make their choice fioin the Granth Suchi 

Unfortunately, some unscrupulous publishers and book- 
sellers who happen to be nominated by the state government 
trv lo push the sale of their own publications 

Shri B S Kesavan I am interested to know hou r that 
happens lor c'xainplc, if a certain number of coupons are 
sent to sou I presume that the coupons are money coupons, 
i e , for that amount you can buy any book that you want 
but that means that ihe local librarian is influenced by the 
publishers to buy his own publications 

Shri D N SinKa Yes Of course, it is very difficult 
for any booksellers to stock all the books that are listed there 
because that required, according to our calculation, a capital 
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of atleast fifty thousand rupees to have five topics each It is 
a very big list and I think that it contains quite a large num- 
ber ot books which may be suitable foi libraries So it is not 
possible for any bookseller or publisher to have in ready stock, 
all those books It sometimes happens that the bookseller 
expres'es his inability lo supply the books wanted by a parti- 
cular school 01 library, and he pleads with the buyci and pci- 
suades him to buy his own publications He makLS quite a 
good piofil and the library is supplied with a limited numbci 
of books, bettci than which u could have othciwisc pmehased 
This tendency lias, however, been curbed to a very considerable 
extent and Pibranes arc free to buy any books they like 

In many villages enthusiastic workers who have quiLc a 
good collection of books also tolled funds locally lo buy 
books The moic popular books in the villages, 1 should say, 
arc the books on religion and books like Mahabli oral and 
Rarnayan arc eycn now read quite fiequenlly , and of course, 
fiction is very populai The reading room is more populai 
than Lhc libiarv itself 

I am in charge of sccondaiy education and we have been 
trying to enrich the librants of sccondaiy schools I lity arc, 
of course, nuking quite good progress 

Shrj B S Kisavan Please tell me il the impression I 
hayc got is wrong 

Sonic years back I went lo 011c ot the local woiksliops ill 
Calcutta and I found a whole fleet of bookmobiles being 
manufaetuicd for llthar and each one of them was like a Jug- 
gernaut Is it true, as far as these bookmobiles arc concerned 
that a few' of them aic unuscable because ol the icry weight oF 
of their manufacture ? 

Shri D N Sinha It has been found to be somewhat too 
bulky in size for the roads in Bihar In Tact, sonic accidents 
occured to some of our oEccts A, few of them might be lying 
idle due to some administrative difficulties like lack of a 
driver, lack of allotment, or even due to mismanagement T 
wondntr if the other states are doing much better, but I ilnnk 
most of our vans are being used, 

Shri NrKHiL Ranjan Roy I am interested in your re- 
ference to the coupon system I would like to know how it 
differs from the grant-in-aid system When you make the 
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coupon available to a particular library, is the coupon non- 
relapsable or is it relapsable like our ordinary grant-m-aid. ? 

Shri D N Sinha As you might be aware, when the 
government makes over a certain allotment to a non-govern- 
ment organization the question of its being relapsable perhaps 
docs not arise So far as the governments are concerned that 
amount is considered already spent the moment the grant is 
made But we certainly expect that organization to utilize 
it uv the course of a month or so The local officers are there 
to see that they do utilize it 

Shri B S Kesavan Supposing these coupons are given 
to a government institution, supposing the suprintendent of 
libraues issues j thousand rupees worth of coupons to a 
particular library 

Shri D N Sinha No government is given coupons 
Shri B S Kesavan Nongovernment institutions do not 
have ro spend it within the financial year? 

Shri D N Sinha Not necessarily Not as strictly as the 
government institutions are expected to do 

Shri Nikhil Ranjan Roy Perhaps I have not been able to 
make im point clear I know that non-govermnent institutions 
arc not obliged to spend the mones, to utilize the money within 
the financial year That is true Mv point is, can the coupon 
go along even alter the lmantial year 5 

Shri B S KisaVan Can this ycai’s coupons buy next 
year’s books? 

Shrj D N Sinha No, I do not think so 
Shri D N Sinha (Cont’d) Perhaps I created some con- 
fusion about the coupon system The coupons are lapsable 
My obsession with the problems of secondary education and 
secondary school was responsible for that confusion 

For nongovernment secondary schools we get grants, 
which in some cases the\ mas use even aftei the close of the 
financial year But that is not v o in the case of these coupons 
which have to be presented to the booksellers fairly early so 
that the book sellfcrs also mav be able to collect all these cou- 
pons and present them to the state government to get theiY 
money before 31st March 

Shri K C Thakc'R (Librarian, District Library, Ranchi, Bihar)* 
My comments will be confined to a district onty because 
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I am HI charge erf a district I shall try to give a bare outline 
a£ the working of the district state library at Ranchi 

Before I come to my point I have to comment on the library 
movement and the part plajed by the Government of Bihar m 
progressing that movement There are about three thousand 
libraries which are recognized and aie receiving annual grants 
from the government But that does not mean that only three 
thousand libraries exist A good number of libraries are not 
affiliated up till now and do not get any government grant 
And to these twemy-livc hundred non-gov ermnenL libraries, 
the government have simply granted some annual gTanL up to 
now and nothing else The Bihar government intends 10 
establish a perfect library system m the state, having one ceil 
tral district library at the headquarters The headquarters will 
have a better library in respect of the distneL hbratics although 
those divisional' headquarters are also district Inadquariers 
So there ts the state library, then the four divisional head 
qurrteis libraries and all the distucls will have district 
libraries 

During the second hve year plan new sub-divisional libra 
nes have also been started And after Lins scheme the next 
target will be the establishing of lhana libraries, block libra 
nes and rural libraries 

Giants paid to the libraries vaiy according io the status 
of the institutions There are several categories and certain 
mtena prcscubcJ for each tvpe of libiaiv and aciordmg to 
that grants arc given 

In Ranchi there were no public libranes in the tine sense 
of tlie term Ah the existing libraries aie subset iptiou 
libraries and people had the impression that these were meant 
for the privileged class So when the district library of Ranchi 
was started it was also taken in the same light by the public, 
but slowlv when the) came lo know that this Iihiatv is a (ice 
librar), when the librarv began to perform some cxira curri- 
cular activities like book exhibitions, lectures, him shows and 
group discussions, people gradually caine to know about the 
importance of the disinct librar) and began to come in 
increasing numbers 

Aims and objectives arc present, but adequate icsouices 
u fulfill these are lacking The district library has a limited' 
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number of books which is not sufficient to cater to the needs 
of the whole distncl Anyway the service has been started and 
has proved popular 

We have at present about ten thousand volumes, which in 
my opinion is a very meagre stock to serve the district 

1 here arc three sections of Lhe district library the cen- 
tral, lIic mobile and lhe children’s section The children s and 
central sections arc functioning lor Lhe local people only 
The mobile section is wholly responsible for the rural area 
-and that work is done with the help of bookmobile and cycle 
porters 

With the bookmobile wc give two types of sere ices 
direcL and indirect Direct services go directly to the villages 
which are on the load side and taler to Lhe needs of the peo- 
ple m areas whcic ihtit arc no binaries Indirect services 
are those when the hook mobile van functions .is a delneiy 
van and delivers lwoks to some of the institutions such as 
schools, gram panchayats or village libraries and either small 
J'liuiies and I he v k muling to thru own inks and rigul'a 
t oils tuculalc the books We have no control ovti iheir riilts 
and icgulaiions and wc onh lake Ironi ihein data about 
circulation and number of lcadcis 

Tt has been my experience, hnweyer, that we do parti- 
cipate hi loinitiunitv lib When wc firsL planned (he scivucs 
llicie w is piaetie.dly no 1 espouse Bui giaduillv not only lhe 
1 espouse lot hooks lias increased blit we have been invited 
lo alLend sonar timciions, wheic yve arrange lectures or musi- 
cal or olher pea forrn.mtcs i here is a plan to show cinemas 
to the yillagers as the bookmobile supplied to us has a screen 
at llu hack We have a liailcr at present which tail he 
used to c n rv our ivojcctor, bui unfoi tuiulcls we have urn 
iccuvcd our pio|eetor as yet Therefore at present we lake 
the help of the Moilli Wantlali This is a boclv of ai lists 
employed hv the education depanmtnt and they are placed 
3 l oiii disposal when yve reqime their service's With rheir 
help wc go lo the villages, perform some sort of musical per- 
formance or we ariange some lectures, and thereby wc actually 
takt pan m and mi\ with their community life In mv 
opinion the response in Ranelu is not poor, although we are 
pool m supplying adequate ttsouiccs lo our patrons If wc 
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iire backed with adequate resources, I am sure the services 
which we have in view can be ren 3 ered more fully and success- 
fully 

Shri Nikhjl Ran Jan Roy Mr Thahur was rciemng 10 
three thousand libraries which have been rccogni/cd by the 
government and affiliated What is the process of this recog- 
nition, wb at are the criteria fixed for this recognition by the 
government and to which body are these libraries affiliated ? 

Shri K C Thakur The propci authority to explain tins 
is absent As far as my knowledge goes these libraries ,11c 
classed A, B, C, and D 1 do not know the complete eiilcua 
but some of ihc facts taken into consideration aie whether 
the libiary has got its own building, the stock oL books, the 
staff, etc And affiliation heie is not a vague lenn, it indi- 
cates that the libiaiy receives giant from the government, but 
is not govern mem controlled 

Shri B S Rlsvvvn You will find that in many eases, 
grains and affiliation depends upon uoL mticly objective tri 
tena, but veiy strictly subjective and persona) aitiria I’oi 
example, it is very well known that in the Corpoialion of Cal- 
fliLta it all depends on how powerful a particular councilor is 
before he gets an amount of mone; for Ins parliiulai libiaiv 
AncI also, it depends upon how strong an MLA in a particular 
localilv is before he can possibly get the amount of money for 
his particular libiaiv So we find th.u in out conntrv ilie tri- 
tciu, howtvtr much they might be laid out as blue] lint, ifi- 
pends upon the personal pull or force of a partuulir MIA 01 
n local councilor 01 other extraneous tendencies Why, it is 
also known, and 1 think Miss Krueger will suppon me, it all 
depends on how strong a Senaloi is , it depends upon the 
lot of lobbying in Congress circles the amount of things i lie v 
secure for Lheir own home town and how much mono they 
get for it So this is not merely oui Indian Jiaturc it is a 
universal feature, it is a human feature \nd J supf osi vou 
will have to wait for he lime when consciousness develops 
to such a degree that sonic objective enuiia art arrived at 
as far as grants and recognitions to the binaries ,11c concerned 

Bihai was one of our greatest problems when we weie 
writing the report of the Library Advisory Committee The 
problem of Bihar is this The subscnption library is like 
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an epidemic in Bihar You will find that in every other 
place there is a subscription library 

We have actually seen these libraries function, we have 
on-the-spot inspections, we cross-examined the people good- 
humoredly and we did get to know the brass tacks of the 
situation In many of these places you find that these are 
all lamps that have been lit of old by men of vision But 
they all have run short in the way of enthusiasm and per- 
sonnel and the wick is very smoky from want of trimming. 
And what little oil' sou get there at the present moment in 
the wav of government grants is something which makes the 
smoke a litLle more smoky and it really does not give very 
much liglu The principle has, therclorc, been suggested in 
the Libtary Advisory Committee report that in the course of 
time the grants of these libraries should be given on these 
conditions By all means take money from us, but we will 
give \ou ten yeais of tune Meanwhile you will have to- 
adjust yourself to modern conditions and to the basic 
principles of a public libiaiy, meaning fiee tidly, svsttmatiscd 
service to man, woman and child as and when they want it. 
1 liar is the situation, and 1 am sure that tile time will very 
sc, on come within the next twtniv or twenty -five years whenby 
all these subset ip< ion libraries might evolve into really public 
hbiarics 

Sum R C Dss (Sccictarv Assam Seva Sairuts) As 'a in is 
composed of so many districts main of which have dtllcrtnt 
lai gu.iges of then own Out of our eleven districts 
oi*l v six know' Assamese four districts contain tribal 
people who speak dilfcrcm languages, and in Cachar district 
they speak Bengali So language is the most difficult problem 
in Assam and to purchase hooks for libraries we have to 
consider what hooks and in w'hat languages 

1 he librarv movement in Assam dales hack lo the fifteenth 
century when Vaishnavism had flourished there Due to the 
efforts of Shi i Sankardcv , the great social and religious reformer 
»*i Assam and Ins disciples, we have some Satras Satras arc 
religious or cultural centers where the disciples also used to 
live Thcv introduced the system of Namgar, or Kirtangar or 
praver houses as vou mas call them and to these praver houses 
thev introduced religious books And the hterarv and learned 
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people read these scriptures to the young disciples, who later 
devoted their time to promote Vaishnavism They prcseived 
these religious books and they established so many Namglurs 
or pray er houses in different parts of Assam that every Milage 
in the districts of Assam lias a Namghar It is a cultural 
and community centic, where we have judicial ciiqumcs, 
theatrical pcrfoi malices and so on Shankardtv used to wnte 
dramas also He was the earliest diama writer in the whole 
of India 

Then you come to Lhe modern age Previously the A horn 
Kings also had some hbranes where they preserved books and 
recoids ot a lustoiical natuie These were, however, kcpL ior 
tluu own put poses and was beyond Lhe reach ot the common 
mass of people* The use ol the modem library has been 
know n to lIic people ot Assam only after modern education 
was introduced in the 19th century During these years many 
libraries have grown by public enterprise without much 
financial stability or technical abiliLy 

The piescnt standard of library scrvue in Assam is not 
upio the mark and theie is enormous scope for its unpiovc- 
nicnL 'lhe poor condition prevailing may be due to many 
factois such j> want of funds, waul ot trained personnel’ clc 
I w'jnt to emphasize the latei because in Assam there are 
onlv i few per sons who aic trained in this line and most of 
the 1 1 1st .tries arc managed by people who axe not trained 
However, growing consciousness for the library movement 
during the last decade is encouraging 

The \ssJin Libraries Sangh i was established in 1037 and 
tlnough volunlaiv approach lhe Sangha contributed to a great 
extent to aeccleiatc the libiarv movement in Assam Under 
the auspices of the Congress coalition government formed in 
lOSS a mass literacy campaign was launched in 1*110 This 
campaign bi ought about consciousness about literacy and there- 
fore man\ libraries were established in rural ire is The social 
eduction umg of the education department came into existence 
in 1950 and replaced the mass literacy' campaign At present 
it is giving grants to 786 Jibiaric's in rmai areas and spending 
Rs 37 000/ annuallv 

The grants range from Rs 50/- to Rs 500/- and the 
libraries run bv the commumtv project under development 
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schemes also get grants The Assam state government wel- 
comes the scheme of improvement of library service sponsored 
by the Central Government in 1954 and established seven 
district libraries in the phun district headquarters of Assam, 
and a central library in the state capital Four bookmobiles 
also have been purchased and all these mobile vans have been 
attached to the offices of the four In'pectors of schools in 
As*am But the remaining four hill districts do not yet have 
district libraries and the state librarian informed me that this 
is due to lack of funds 32 lakhs was spent in establishing the 
seven libraries in the districts and one central library at the 
capital 

Shri B S Kesavan And the tribal spirit is also somewhat 
against sooped-up libraries, don't you think ? There are cer- 
tain natural diffirulues in the wav 

Shri R C Das They don't like to learn Assamese or 
Bengali, they have their own dialett The Garos want books 
in Garos but they have no writers Similarly, the K ha si, is want’ 
their own dialect, but they too have no writers The Miklurs 
are very poor and there are very Few educate d pir-ons among 
them But in the Lushai hills iht percentage of education, 
specially female* education is the highest in India 

There are four bookmobiles and ihev are all attached to 
ihc Inspectors of schools and there are len deposit centres 
under each district library The deposit centres have books 
on the* following topics Vocational h .lining agriculture, 
cottage mdustucs and to optimises, home health and 
recreation easy leading, classical literal me, etc This 
central lihiary is organized on modern ways It is copyright 
librarv for whole stale of Assam, it also purchases books in bulk 
and icndcts technical library service such as classification and 
cataloguing for the whole state 

Then there are some libraries in the mral areas of Assam, 
numbering about thrc*c thousand, but unfortunately most of 
them have been unable to serve the cherished goal So it is 
high time to check the mushioom growth of the libraries in 
the rural areas, but most of the libraries in the rural areas 
have their own accommodation, but very few books and very 
few redders Mostlv those on the committee lake books home 
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and maintain the library, but the actual mass do not get any 
benefit out of these libraries 

There are 200 children's libraries in Assam, and these were 
established with the resources of the children’s welfare 
oigamzations which came into existence after the central social 
welfare board was formed 

Shri B S Risavin 1 lia\e been trying very haid to gel 
seme children’s books m Assamese The results are not very 
encouraging and taking the age gioup between 6 and 12, 
the numbei that I received could noL go beyond 54 or 55 books 
That is the present state of affairs Now if there are 200 
children's libraiies, what arc they doing 5 

Shri R C Das Thej have got libiauts bui the number 
of books they keep in their libraries is not very high We 
have got verv few books in \ssam regarding children's literature 
Onlv recently a publication hoard was formed in Assam and 
the government is giving grants to writers and we are getting 
some books written and published through government grants 

Shri Pham Bhlshan Ro\ (Bengal Iibraiv Association) 
\ou have mentioned before that public libraries should be 
absolutelv fiee to lbcal people and u can be utilized by all types 
and classes of people Hut m our lectures here we have not 
clarified to what extent tliat condition is aciually being established 
in out countrv Particularly in Bengal wc are finding that subs- 
oipuon libianes are being helped Of couisc, moic Ixxik inatenals 
arc being made available to the people of the eountiy and the 
state But to what extent wc arc gradually bung able to 
establish that ideal library condition ? 

Accondlv, my frcienel Mr Das has pointed out that theie 
is some mushroom growth of libraries My personal reaction 
is that this is due to the impact of education oi the inlornia- 
tion hunger on a backward cconomt, pariu ulurh backward 
transport condition People mav not be able to travel quite 
a few miles to get ai books, so natuially these uneconomic 
units arc developing How are we going io cheek these 
muslnoom growths at all, and to what extent 5 Because as these 
things are growing wc can presume dial people of the locality 
are supporting them to some extent To what extern c ari you 
henefit society by checking this growth is also a point I would 
like to know 
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Shri B S K esa van Mr Das, of course, took care oE 
die first point But as far as I am concerned I think the 
answer is obvious Except for the Delhi Public Library 
nowhere in India today have you any library which answers 
to the ideal description of a public library We arc evolving 
towards it very slowly You will find that unless and until 
the concept gains ground in this country that inevitable funds 
should accrue to the development of libraries through budge- 
tary provisions, through statutoiy legislation, you will never 
find any library develop to its full statui c as a public library 

Shri R C Das 1 would like to cmphasi/c that mush- 
room libiarics should !>e checked I have seen many hbrancs 
giowmg in villages without an\ b as,c foundation In some 
cases libraries are established only in older to gel giant; The 
Social Education Officer told me that sometimes the amount 
granted is as little as fifty rupees And the recipieni often 
has to spend fifty rupees foi travelling expenses So there ts 
no money left for the library Sinularlv elifPeiun groups ol 
persons trv to build up libraries in a sense of rivalry II is 
therefore essential to have co-ordination between these varied 
clforls We must establish librniies in such 1 manner that 
cvetyhodv gets an oppoifumlv to read books 

Qujstion In some libraries people borrow books, but 
fad to return them It lias become eliflictilt for rbc librarian 
to get bick the books Can vou suggest how this problem can 
be solved ’ 

Shri B S Risavan It is a problem which touches me 
also, onlv il is not upto great pioporuons Als<> u yo h ippciv. 
that the people who are not willing to rcTurn hooks are peopfc 
of great standing also not a question of an ignoranl or 1II1 
tciafe pci son But theie is no solution to that problem, no 
answer which can easily be given Geneial const musness, civic 
consciousness is ihc onlv answer and a certain moi d comoul 

i 

sion a certain social compulsion and also n rem irkable t ict 
that iht persoinlnv of the librarian should excicist Also 
threat if need be, of a verv gentle kind I mean theic is no 
casv solution to this pioblem We cannot do it It depends 
on the general level of upliftmcnt of the comirmnitv 

In this connection let me tell vou a small stnrv When I 
first came as in charge of iht* N ltional Libran I wa^ brim 
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nnng with quite a number of so called progressive modern no- 
tions So when somebody told me that there was a system. of 
lines being levied in the hbraiy I grew red m the fact, and 
called the Office Superintendent and said "This is prinn 
uve , this is unheard of The SYStem of fines is a punitive 
measure and it is a barbaious procedure This is the National! 
Library Off with n' And forthwith the librarian of the 
National Librarv, m a fit of pious power and wnh great uioial 
indignation dictated llie following oidu Hereafter no 
fines will be levied foi the late return of books I said you 
must trust the people, you write' to them and ihcy will get you 
The Office Supciiniendem was ui) respectful, but he said 
'‘Sir, are you sure the order should go through?'’ I said, “yes, 
it must geL tin ough and it weni through” The result was, 
nu friends books wcie i‘sutd very lapidlv and for ihe paiod 
of eight months «c did not have many returns of hooks There 
were 7,500 volumes due to the libiatv and these had not been 
returned Foi a j criod of 6 to g months inspili of half a doztn 
reminders I tailed in the Office Supcrintcnduu again and 
asked him what I was to do about it He said "Sir, you 
have 10 fate ihi audit now because n is votir delightful initia- 
lise — of toursc he did not say delightful, he was very lespect- 
ful — “(he audit is coming in about a month’s time and what arc 
vou going to do about it 5 ’ 

Vfv tempo aim c came down quite i bit by then and ill 
that moral lniliqnmon had evaporated and the libtanan felt 
ver\ uneasy as it was about to pinch his own pocket Then 
the Office Superintendent said "Sir may I suggest one thing? 
We can inform ill the defaulters that if the books arc not re 
turned within three weeks of ihe dale of writing ili L pine of 
the book will be forfeited from the eleposit of the borrower" 
Well, we did that anel I am verv happv to sav that six thousand 
odd volumes were reiurncd within the three weeks stipulated 

You could not do the same thing today because the 
National Library gets sterling and dollar books through the 
gtaciousncss of quite a numbcT of institutions abroad and by 
exchange methods, by gifts, by donations, by Wheat I oan 
provisions Many of these technical books are not available 
locally and many of our distinguished borrowers are quite 
prepared to Forfeit their deposit cheerfully when once they 
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borrow the books However, today the picture will be quite 
different and if you ask how we manage lo assure the return 
of books, it is by the very barbarous, primitive, horn bib but 
very necessary method of levying one anna a day as hne for 
delay in return of books And another thing, no valuable 
dollar or sterling book is issued at all and it is kept in the 
reference collection for all the people to use 

Shri Subodh Murherjle The development of public 
libraries in Bengal has been going on steadily and slowly But 
the Association has not much to do w'lth this development Ex- 
cept for the tiaining of library personnel, the rest of the work 
that we were doing for the last 25 years and more has now 
slowly been taken over by the government The government 
is organizing library movement in the stale with more men 
and money that they have at their disposal 

The district library oigam/ations have done the necessary 
spade work The Association his onlv been giving inimical 
advice when it is sought b\ libiancs Our main lunclion at 
present is the training of librarv personnel Wt ait running 
a certificate course, and also a weekend couise Theie arc also 
camp framings as and when required The Assoc lai mil also 
publishes technical books, bin the number is limited chic lo 
want of funds We publish a montldv organ railed “Grantha- 
gai” which supplies lrfoinuiion gencrallv of a mhnical namre 
We hopt that our government will help us inoir and moic 
Wc have beem doing whal we can in out field foi the last 25 
years and the government has onlv come to our aid during 
the last four years A verv small initial grant which had been 
sanctioned has again been reduced 

I do not know the exact position of libraries m other 
slates, but from the report of the Advisory Committee, 
we find that far-off states, especially Madras and Kerala 
have beem doing very excellent work through the 
Associations Wc do not have anv good or clear-cut picture 
about the work that the Associations of neighbouring states, 
delegates from which we have in our midst todav have been 
doing;. Compared with the neighbouring slates we can say 
that the Bengalf Library Association has been doing really 
good work But as I told you sometimes before, though much 
has been done, much remains to be done and we hope that 
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we will continue our efforts and not stop until wc reach the 
goal 

Siiri Tincorj Dutta We hate heard something about 
mushroom libraries Here in Bengal we think that one or two 
hundred libraries are enough, but 1 had been to Kerala recently 
for three days and I found that tn the ten thousand tillages in 
Kerala, there arc three thousand libraries which are getting goven- 
ment grants and their book stock is not less than 600, going upto 
ten thousand And so vou find that for eveiv three villages there 
is a librarv and these libraries are very popular Malabai district 
is now part of Kerala It is now divided into three dislucts 
and within these three districts I found another eight hundred 
subscription libraries to which the Kerala government gives 
grants Whatever the form of government, there is so much 
demand for books and such great hbiary consciousness among! 
the people that thes arc going far ahead We want that de- 
mand created heie also We will not remain satisfied with 
just a few libraries 

In the small state ol Keralh I found that the government 
is paving fortv thousand rupees to the Kerala State Libiary 
Association for its maintenance and three lakhs and twenty* 
five thousnid as granls-m a>'l to the binaries Lven though 
library legislation is theic, besides the contribution, the 800 
libraries aie given grants in aid m .Malabar Aica 

Of course the question of affiliation to the Stale Labi ary 
Association carnc m Kerala but theie any librarv satishuig 
the conditions is getting a grant even though thev .ire not 
members of the Association So it is not strictlv wtcssaiy 
that thev should be mcnibcis of some association, but they 
only have to satisfy certain essential conditions 

We should not remain satisfied till wc get free libraries 
The* sen tee should be free, at least to a certain extent in the 
intervening period We could have a Tcntal collection for the 
light literature, new books and fiction, but wh\ nol give some 
free service out of the public funds we arc contributing for 
the hbrary service 3 Wc have a nice set up here, but we 
should start that experiment right now and give the service 
free, atlcast on certain categories of books 

To create demand among the people, you have to grow 
and work in rural areas, give books fo the rural libraries and 
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to do that you have to make the service free and wc have 
to experiment with it 1 hope this problem will be tackled 

Shki Pham Bhushan Roy I he theme ol our discussion 
is the relationship between the library and the community I 
believe that w'c shall have to decide the posmon in which the 
library stands now We shall have to check up whether the 
library is completely integrated into the community whether 
the library can give service Lo all members of the community or 
not We have seen that for so many reasons our libraries, as 
they arc now, cannot completely serve the people of the countiy 

The main difficulty that stands in our way is the want of 
education If we have to restrict ourselves compktelv to book 
centre libraries that means distribution centres of books in 
whatever form, by making mobiles available, our service will 
not reach all the sections of the community So my opinion 
is that we shall’ have to think on the basis of the condition 
of the country and find out our own solution On this basis 
I found that since we live in a condition of mixed economy, 
having side by side agricultural and industrial factors when 
wc want to develop we have got to integrate these two svstems 
So far our country is concerned we shall have lo think in 
terms of making ihe people literate We> shall have to integrate 
the whole polity bv making the librurv a social and cultuu! 
centre of the community 

For instance, in Ichapur, which is an industrial area, in 
no library could I see anv books giving technical information 
No doubt there is a dearth of Ixioks on that subject But 
even available publications were not there So naturally a 
paiticular section cif the comniuintv iLsiduig there tannoL com- 
pletely benefit themselves from it 

Mhnv people cannot utibre the printed materials than 
they do have' Wc can easily leonent our thinking and can 
accommodate them bv making some sort of visual aids such 
as posters and the like, ultimately trvmg to elraw their atten- 
tion to the hooks and in that wav we tan enter into their 
life So far as the middle class educated community is con- 
cerned we can easily approach them through books But unless 
wt change our library policy to a certain extent by drawing 
the uneducated portion of the society into the library sphere, 
mv personal feeling is that we may not be able to draw 
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them, in as large a number as we should It is well known 
that if we try to utilize the formal system of education, the 
present number of illiterates will take a very long time to 
be literates and ultimately to use the library So unless the 
libraries act like some sort of a pulling force inside society, 
I do not think they can fully develop themselves in the 
very near future Ft may Lake a long lime foi them to* 
establish themselves in a soaetv in the position in which 
they should So I would appeal particularly t.o the rural 
librarians not to consider iliemsehcs more or less as book 
distributing agems In spite of all our imagination, unless 
we keep in view that our ultimate aun is to completely co>er 
the society, not onlv lo draw the literate persons inLo Lhc 

librarv but illiterates also to ereate inside them some sort 

of hunger for information, I do not think the library service 
can succeed in tlu present condition of our country So 

whatever om pohev is, we shall have to ihink from tile back- 
ground of oui society -md pi in thai ultimately vie can cover 
up the complete community vilh our library service 

So far as lhc plan is concerned, we have seen t lie existing 
village libraries They have got then own difficulties the 
government is also trving 10 help them, but with a few 

exceptions we do not have any free public library service in 
the proper sense of the term Still whaiever we have, ultimately 
we shall have to find a solution for a completely free library 
service 

We shall have to have a short term plan and a long term 
plan For a short term plan Mr NikhiF Ranjan Rov suggested 
that specialized stocking of books may help the existing libraries 
out of their own difficulties Somehow if thev can combine 
themselves into some sort oF co-operative bmmg books will 
not be unnecessarily duplicated in another library But 
complete specialisation of stock in one library and another 
stock in another librarv is not a practicable solution One 
library cannot completely speciahre in fiction, another in 
philosophy There will be some sort of duplication in that 
case So some sort of consulted unrform and cooperative book 
buying may help them out of this difficulty in a short term 
policy 

As far as long term policy is concerned, we have been 
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able to find out from our experience that we have to think 
about some son of legislation, to give the library services the 
necessary funds and the necessary human materials to engage 
that fund in giving proper service which is so much needed 
by the country. 

Shri B S KrsAVAN* If you really take stock of what has 
been done this afternoon, you will' find that everyone of us from 
whatever area we came from has passed the verdict. Wanting In 
other words, it is not that we want good advice, everybody knows 
what to do, and everybody knows how to do it also The world, 
a. you know, has never suffered from want of advice Techni- 
cal advice is there, blueprints have been there galore, but 
tccause of various reasons and a good part of it because of 
human cussedness too, you do find that things are not clinch- 
ing the way they should. 

I entirely agree with Shri P B Roy in his emphasis on 
the fact that our particular problem is a special problem, i e r 
if you have to get large number of people into Tibran minded- 
ness at all, ccitatn techniques have to be adopted, whereby 
you can as far as possible quicken the process But I also know 
as an educationist, that you can do a thing too quickly Acce- 
leration has its advantages, but it ailfco has certain implications 
You can always pump things, but you should not pump too 
hard that ilie membrane may not contain all lhat you pump 
into it Therefore, you do hnd that audio visual aids that you 
1 ave largtlv hinted at and which has been mainly in the pro- 
vince of adult education has been thought of already 

The adult educationists are our blood-bTothcrs in every 
sense of the term Our points of viewi do not differ They are 
vs oi king among the grass roots They are grappling with the 
problem of lapsing, they are grappling with the problem of 
how to get these people They are really in contact with the 
masses And what do they find ? No sooner do they get a 
particular section of the mass upto a particular level after 
superhuman effort, n is lake the fable of Sisyphus and the 
rock You find that Sisyphus is a great gianti who tried to roll 
the rock upwards and finally the rock rolled back, and then 
he had to go all over again and roll it up the incline So this 
fable of Sisyphus correctly illustrated the difficulties that the 
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adult educationists are faced with as far as bringing up of the 
literacy level is concerned 

There is one suggestion that I have to make One of the 
things that I have always believed in is “from the known to 
the unknown”. At the present moment m India it is true that 
the umbra of lack of education, the lack of libraries, is very big 
The shadow is very deep, but there is a penumbral region where 
the rays of the Sun mix with the darkness and there is a certain 
greyness about this particular area Now what is happening 
through the length and breadth of this country is that even 
the resources that we have today in the way of libraries and 
library tools have not been properly organized, streamlined 
and co-ordinated If pi ion ties have to be mentioned I would 
certainly agree with you, Pham, that Lhe adult educationist 
should have a very high priority as far as the work among the 
masses is concerned But next to thaL, almost equal with this 
priority I would sav let us first take stock of the resources we 
have today in the way of libraries, pseudo-libraries, subscrip- 
tion libraries and quite a few of those other units and collec- 
tions of books that are there in this country, and let us see to 
it that the organization of our existing resources arc such that 
whereas we arc getting 40% or 35% result from the present 
chaos and the lack of co-ordination, we shall atlcast get about 
a 100% result from streamlining our existing resources 

For example, you take the cities of Calcutta, Bombay or 
Madras, you take the urban areas surrounding these great 
cities , you do find there is so much anarchy, chaos, duplica- 
tion, slovenliness, callousness on the part of those people 
Mind you, money is being spent for books, people are being 
appointed to take care of books The amount of money winch 
can be totalled up in this particular country devoted io the 
expenditure on libraries, though not wonderful or astrono- 
mical, amounts to quite a sizeable sum But what is happening 
to this expenditure ? If you take stock of these and if you re- 
view the situation on hand you find that a lot of this money 
is like drops of rainwater upon a vast desert area, where no 
sooner the rain drops, it is sucked in and you have only got 
scrub vegetation to show for it That ir what is happening 
at the present moment in this country 

The Corporation of Calcutta hands out to all the libraries 
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•doles which, summed up, comes to quite a considerable sum. 
The government or the state are handing out monies for the 
development of various libraries or systems of libraries under 
their control You add up these amounts— it comes to quite a 
respectable amount But at the same time, you 'look at it 
professionally, dispassionately and you Imd out what is being 
done at the present moment as far as the expenditure is con- 
cerned and you find that the results that show from the expen- 
diture arc merely forty percent, in other words, you are get- 
ting not more than six annas out of every rupee that you are 
spending on library matters today in (his country 

You take the training of hbianans for example Take 
the syllabus of our universities You take everything that has 
to do with the libraiy matters You do hnd the lack of rationali- 
sation, tlic lack of systematic appioach, the lack of co-ordina- 
tion, the setting up of various peiLy little egos militating against 
each olIiu and jealous of each other’s province All these 
things have it sill Led m a nrlani amount of wastefulness winch 
tould be avoided 1 would say lhaL one of the priorities for 
us is to co-ordinate these resouiccs In a particular locality you 
hnd w mknig private subscription libraries galore dolled 
aiound the place like smallpox on a mail's face Why don’t 
you (ooidinate all these units? Lei there be a sort of volun 
lary cohesion, let not merely the vanities of committee mem- 
bers lie II a (lei ed so that every year they might get their annual 
upoils pi lilted, and ihcir photogiaphs printed in ihcjr annual 
report and hang a garland aiound the founders photograph 
Why not these people conic together, here we are, six libraries 
witlnn several hundred v.uds or each other, why shouldn't vve 
pool mn icsourics together and say let us get going in one 
rational useful library? Let us not say my gTcat grandfather 
started this, sentiment demands that his name should continue 
and theiefore in order to to ordinate will mean assimilation of 
the reputation of this gTeat forgotten man around whose photo 
you will ncvei be able to hang garlands in 'later years If this 
sort of attitude stops and the coordination in the urban areas 
takes place, I assure you that we will take a big, very useful 
step and compel government and public recognition as far as 
things are concerned 

The trouble with us today is this So far we have never 
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run in this city a public library which really demands ire 
recognition of the people When once such a library is run, 
you will find the public will cotton on to iL and then will 
find that whatever the government might be, howevei 
hardened the arteries of a gov eminent o/hcial or a minister 
might be — 1 am not saving that they are, but if they are — you 
will 1 find they will make up to this particulai situation And 
remember, ministers and government officials arc phenomenally 
responsm to public opinion and sentiment on any matter 
and your public library will be a thing that ean be lealised 
easily It is this anarchy, Lins lack ol co-oidination at the 
present moment, tins laek ol sLteamlming of our existing 
resourees lhaL has been lesponsible foi quite a Jot ol conlusion 
in these matteis And to take Pham's adviee as f.11 as adult 
education is concerned High Priority To eo ordm.ue out 
existing lcsouiccs sire imbuing them High Prioritv 1 he 
next priority goes to what Pham again suggested, the question 
of legislation lot hbi ines Unless then. is an inevitable, fund 
that accrues for the development of libr.uies, which is iiol it 
the mercy of a Munster oi a Seei titan you (md lhai a 
public service can never he earned on with any uLiliiv 01 anv 
particulai effect This inevitable source of money is ibsoluuh 
essential 

It is very interesting to find, if you read the Libran 
Advisoiv Committee’s rcjxiit thaL .ill 1 the slates south of the 
\indhvas are veiv anxious to have librarv legislation and the 
states north of the Vintllivas are noL verv anxious to have 
library legislation Now when you iiucL unity ol tlitst people 
who arc unwilling to have librarv legislation, whaL do they 
sav ( “Well, inv dcai fellow wc have not even got enough 
monev to keep out roads tulv and our drains going, to speak 
of free public libraries And we agict with you, it is pci- 
fecllv irue, it is an ideal condition, but inv char ft Dow lirst 
things first’’ That is thur aigumcnl Thcic is only one 
answer to that argument and this is to tell these people 
“My dear friends, clogged drains tre very datigcious it is true 
But clogged minds are mote explosive A clogged drain 
might result in epidemic diseases, but a dogged mind will one 
dav result in such an explosion as will shattei into smithereens 
the very structure of societv’’ Thai is the only answei rli.n 
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you can give these people. Therefore, it is very necessary 
that the northern states must be educated into a certain 
awareness of it and knowing full well the burdens they carry, 
knowing full well the difficulties that they face, even if they 
make a small beginning in some area or the other, even if 
all the funds we have go to the running of two or three 
public libraries, that would be something welcome, that would 
be something very happy. 
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BOOK MOBILE SERVICE 

Modlrator Miss K Diehl (Dacca University) 

I would like to mention In si of all something about the 
Junctions which the bookmobile is to serve As librarians 
we think of our collections, and remember when I talk about 
library I mean the dungs that are in it I don’t mean the 
budding Because actually, were ihtiL no rains, were there 
no dust and w r ere there neither night nor day, just a com- 
fortable place you know of, we would noL need a building, 
we could simply put the books out But the budding is 
necessaiy to piotect from weather and somewhai from the 
person who is not sure that he knows how to use the library. 

This morning we aic going to talk about the funcLious 
of the bookmobile, just as yesterday we talked about the 
functions of Lhc library, that is, the collection thaL goes into 
the bookmobile Before we can decide whaL sort of collection 
is to go into a piece of machinery which is earned around 
through the countryside from place to place, village to village, 
fiom city lo small cities, perhaps even to private homes, we 
must know who our people arc What soil of population 
are we serving? How many people are we -serving? What 
aie the interests of persons who will be coming to oui book 
collection? And I am. going to limit it primarily lo book 
collection Even where bookmobiles have been functioning 
for a long time, most of what is carried on the van is book 
material There is comparatively little pamphlet material or 
audio-visual material But we will 1 stick to books If w r e arc 
going to have a community where the educational standards 
have been relatively high, where we have a literacy level that 
is past 50%, then we will serve many people, at least we can 
serve many people We may not because we advertise pooily 
On the other hand, it we are m a community where the 
literacy level is lower, when it is down to 30% or perhaps 
below thaf, the potential of the immediate bookmobile 
service is very' slight The quantity of material that must be 
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carried will depend on the number ol readers who are able- 
to read, or who are able to listen You know it is possible 
for one who reads to read aloud to others And 1 venture 
to say that happens -with adults , I know it happened with' 
children Bui even so, if one person reads a book aloud to 
a group of live or six, or even to one other, it takes but one 
book However, if hve or six people actually read, six 
separate books are nqiured For thaL reason the size of the 
van or the si/e of the book box is determined by the potential 
leading public Likewise, the size of the actual book collec- 
tion, particularly the number ol duplicate titles is determined 
by ihc population who arc the poLcnual users of the library 
today I am not talking about next year or three years from 
now, I am talking about todav 

When wc get a bookmobile wc arL buying a piece of 
tiueh.tmcal equipment ^ou have looked around at the 
mechanical equipment which is used in the city and vou sec 
that it Jus a way of wearing out An automobile, with taic, 
will Iasi hu eight oi ten yeais vciy stmccably But it is 
used ptincipally b\ one drivei hu one kind of work A book 
mobile is somcvvhaL a public piece anti the drivei of this year 
may not bC the drivei ol next yeai and yust hkt a fountain 
pen, the mb wilS' wcai bully tot a wilier if I siau using hi 1 * 
pen Tbc automobile is well known to one driver, the little 
quiiks arc now known to the otheis So the piece of 
mechanual equipment that wt buy will not last lot tvu and 
fot that reason wc do not need to buy the bookmobile nor 
furnish a bookmobile loi ihc next 2 1 ? \eais Wl do it somehow 
foi a short tune period Wc do it for the potential of today ,. 
nor for ten years from now 

■Jheic arc siveial kinds ol scivkcs ihat the bookmobile- 
could oflci Ii can olfet a deposit service where the parcels 
of books which go to a smaller libiaiy from the central library 
and aic suved ihcri pist as though ihev belong to the librarv 
that is actuallv distubuting them Then there is the service 
direct, h to the reader I live wav off from the centre, I am 
on ihc path of ilie bookmobile driver s route The book- 
mobile stops at m\ house and two or three of my friends conic 
and arc served there by tlu bookmobile Now w r ith both 
kinds of sen ices offered by the s?mc machine, ie, the same 
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automobile — >in East Pakistan we only think of book boats 
rather than bookmobiles particularly sax months of the year — < 
the stall on that machine will differ, if it is going to be a 
deposit service from the staff if it is going to be direct service 
All we need, if we are going to simply take packages of books 
from the central library to another library is a faithful driver. 
IE we are going to offer direct service, if we are going to have 
groups of children and adults coming, if we are going to 
open the shelves of our bookmobiles, if we are going to have 
them arranged as a small library and open them to the public 
along the route, then we need somebody who knows books, 
and I do not say somebody who can charge books, I said 
somebody who knows books In either case, we are offering 
extension service from our central library to the smaller 
communities about us 

Now the kind of service we offer is going to be dependent 
on several ihings What kind of schools are there in the 
community? Simply primary schools? Does the education 
go through to Matnc? Do we have colleges, technical 
schools, universities 5 If we just have the lower level schools- 
we are likely to need far more of these simpler vocabulary 
books If we have a composite school system is our community 
wc arc going to need all kinds of books and subsequently 
whatever goes out on the bookmobile will have to be far more 
complex than if it goes to a simple educational community 
where do our people live? Are wt taking the van primarily 
to villages or are we taking the van to smaller urban centres 
around the central metropolis? You see, it would be quite 
different to furnish a bookmobile from the centre of Calcutta 
to the surrounding suburban areas than it would be to furnish 
a bookmobile with books from a small community and let 
that bookmobile go to villages around that smallei community 
The content of the shelves will be very different How old 
are the people we are serving? Perhaps an adult is just 
learning to read He would not like to be taughi the same 
voaabkilary that a six year old will be taught So the age 
balance of your community will determine the collection and 
the kind of service You are not going to have a story hour 
for grandparents You may have a reading circle but not a 
stoi-y hour 
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What is the craft of occupation, of (the community you 
aTC serving? Are you gping to a metal working village, are 
you going to an agricultural village, are you going to a textile, 
to a weaving village, are you going to a community where 
embroidery is the chief work? What is the work of the 
community that you are serving? If you are going to a 
village where agnculture is important, you are certainly not 
going to stock your van with a great dtal of books on crafts 
relating to metal work and vice versa 

Now I said we arc gomg to think of a bookmobile service 
in terms of today But shortsighted ness can get us into as 
much trouble as longsightedness will get us Remember, an 
automobile which is what we will probably use-sometimes I 
think that these three-wheeled vehicles will be line, they carry 
about two or thiee muunds of books, and they can scoot 
on narrow roads and they would not take much petrol which 
will holp And they take just one driver Two could not 

get on it What aie the needs tod at > What will be the 

possible needs within five years? When we are thinking of 
equipment and start, we cannot think much fuither ahead 
three years or five years The machinery will wcai out If 
the machine! y and the service are salisfat tors, ihe community 
will know it and I have a linn convution that if the 

community is served happily bv a sn all vt'hiclc and that 

machine goes the way of all flesh, ihty would be onily too 
happy, it may hurt buL they' will be oulv too happy, to replace 
it perhaps with two small ones, perhaps with a small one and 
a large one But I lirinlv believe that if we offer a kind of 
book service, a kind of cdiication.il service a kind of 
recreational and inspirational seivtcc from our bookmobile, 
the communities wtH respond And in responding they will 
be awfullv practu.il When the machine wears out or when 
the machine gets a bad tyre, they will accede to buying a 
new tvre Thev will accede to having the motor overhauled 
They will even agree afteT six or seven years to replacing fl is 
vehicle with another one 

Shri P N Gour (Librarian Sinha Library (State Central 
Library, Patna, Bihar) ■ 

Unfortunately no bookmobile is attached to my library. 
In my state bookmobiles are attached to the district central 
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libraries. But still, being at the apex, I have some familiarity 
with the way the bookmobile services are being conducted in 
my state The problems of book collection and selection for 
the bookmobile, the problem of service, variety ot sen 1 ice, 
the mechanical difficulties and all that have been sufficiently 
touched upon by Miss Diehl. It is ample food for the morning 
not only quantitatively but in substance also I do not think 
I can presume to improve upon them What I shall do in 
brief is to tell you how bookmobilics are operating in mv 
stake 

Library extension service has bcr*i recognized as an 
integral part or function of oui district central libraries Now 
each district central library is provided with a bookmobi'e 
equipped with an audiovisual unit also We have 17 districts 
in Bihar, so there arc 17 bookmobiles attached to these dis- 
trict central libraries Wc have also ,i bookmobile attached 
to a particular area railed Turki Vaishali aicj of the commu- 
nity projects for experimenting integrated educational scheme 
Thus, there arc IS bookmobiles working in my state and 
there is piovision in each of them li> carry as mans as two 
thousand books Now the tost of the bookmobile vans and 
the initial siock was about tlnity thousand rupees and the 
learning annual tost foi its maintenance is csiimitcd at 
about seven thousand mpees for each district Now' besides the 
usual staff of a librarian, diner and cleans i, live cycle porters 
aie attached to each van, who arc posted it file dilluent places 
on our route 1 lien woik is lo take small fixed collections of 
books fiorn the book vans and distributed Lliein among readers 
within the radius of live mdes Now vou all know Lhai for 
the remote corners, remote villages md oilier places in rural 
areas, not easily accessible bv bookmobiles, some arrangements 
had to be made for rendering library service These porters 
serve that puiposc Now as Miss Deifil has said, our book- 
mobile service consists ot direct service to the readers and then 
indirect service through institutions, liLranes and schools 
which are on moiorablt roads They are our deposit stations 
and once in a month collections of books are intcr-ehangcd 
Each van has about 100 deposit stations where it deposits books 
for circulation within the area of that institution and then 



52 


LIBRARY SERVICE IN INDIA TODAY 


such, service gives audio-visual education also because every 
bookmobile is equipped with audio-visual apparatus 

A bookmobile being attached to the district central library, 
the ]unsd\ction oE the service is the entire district and in or- 
der to cover the entire area., the service has to be carefully 
planned and a census of all kinds of roads, good roads, bad 
roads, metal roads, fair weather roads and all that is earned 
on and census statistics of all! the villages, hamlets, educa- 
tional institutions and libraries is also prepared before launch 
ing the service Now one of the difficulties of Biliar is, it is a 
state of big districts I suppose it is a common problem through- 
out the whole of the country One of our greatest problems 
is the bigness of the country Every problem assumes a magni- 
tude which makes it difficult to be tackled Naturally in 
Bihar also this problem of the bigness of the distirct creates 
difficulties in the way of organising proper bookmobile ser 
vice in the entire state In North Bihar the distanee which 
each bookmobile has to cover is about 60 to 70 miles, whereas 
in South Bihar it is about 120 miles 

Now direct library' service is rendered to the loadsidc vil- 
lages which have no library or educational institution Now 
the service point is generally the village panchayatghar or any 
convenient spot near the village where the mobile van goes 
and stops and readers cither from the village, from the service 
points themselves or villages in the vicinity come to be seived. 
Of course they know the timing oE the arrival of the mobile 
van so they are ready Service is rendered indirectly to those 
villages that have a library or educational institution Treat- 
ing these institutions as deposit stations, books and boxes are 
sent out to these stations once a month An effort is made 
to cover all the development N E S blocks also by fixing up 
their offices or libraries as deposit stations 

The mobile service is not meant exclusively for rural areas 
It operates in the towns also In our towns the citizens do 
not always have a library nearby, in their own localities and 
here the mobile van moves about the town at regular inter- 
vals The staff in the mobile unit and the district central 
libraries have to maintain the usual records, submit reports 
and returns regularly of the service thev render Now an 
effort is being made to establish a co-ordinated network of 
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library service in the rural areas through the agency of the 
district central libraries. 

There are some difficulties which we are experiencing. 
First, we are not able to cope with the demand for books It 
is true that there is not much literacy m the rural areas, but 
even those who are literate and want to read books cannot 
always be served by these mobile libraries because of the pau- 
city of books So, two thousand rupees is alloted every year 
ro e\ery bookmobile for purchasing books 

Another great difficult! is the propulsion cost, the cost per 
issue per book, which is inordinately high Lompated to normal 
library services And this cost is accentuated on account of 
the propulsion cost The buses have to cover long distances 
and they are rather heavy vehicles and unfortunately, we made 
them too heavy at the time of purchase without consideration 
of the propulsion cost The propulsion cost of these vehicles 
makes the bookmobile service very expensive Of course, 
there are difficulties in the initial operation of any service, 
particularly such new varieties of services, but these arc, I think, 
the particular difficulties which wc arc experiencing in Bihar 

Shri 1 inc ori Dutta I would like to know the circulation 
that the bookmobile avenges in the course of the vear The 
total number of voTumes circulated and whether these are 
given free to all readers 

Shri K C Thakur As a librarian, it has been my ex- 
perience that the actual circulation of books fluctuates from 
year to vear and the variation in my district is ten to fifteen 
thousand per year 

Question What is your population? 

Shri K C Thakur In my district the population is 
about two lakhs 

Question And the literacy percentage? 

Shri K C Thakur About 40% I mean in Ranchi city. 

Question Ranchi district literacy is below 6%, is it not? 

Shri K C Thakur Yes, that is why I made it clear that 
I was Talking about Ranchi City 

Shri B S Kesavan Are you giving your figures for 
the Ranchi district or for the city itself? 

Shri X C Thakur So far as the circulation of books 
is concerned, I am giving the figure of the whole Ranchi 
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district Because, as far as the bookmobile is concerned, we 
have got onlfy a few centres in the suburban areas Most of 
the centres are in rural centres 

Shri B S Kesavan Do you mean to say that there are 
fuficen thousand borrowers for the entire Ranchi district, the 
population of which is two lakhs of people, i e , only a small 
proportion of the population is served by the bookmobile? 

Shri K C Thakur The problem before us is the lack 
of the reading habit in the community at present and we 
have to cultivate that habit The meagre data is due lo that 
fact 

Shri B S Kesavan Taking even the reading curiosity 
in the districts, docs your bookmobile prove adequate to meet 
the exisiing reading cunosiLy that there is in the Ranchi 
district? Don’t you think that this fifteen thousand, even 
taking all the limitations of reading curiosity, is raLher a low 
figure? 

Shri K C Thakur Yes, it is a low figure 

Shri D N Sinha I just vant to get one thing dear, 
wc must not go by the Ranchi example Ranchi is a probltm 
district from the librarian's point of new It is an adivasi 
(tribals) district and u is onlv tbc cits area that is populated 
by people whose language is Hindi In Lhe rural aicas, 
there arc \anous languages and therefore, I do noi know, 
this fifteen thsound, I presume the books must all be in Hindi? 

Shri K C Thakur No, we have got Hindi books and 
besides a number of Bengali books also, because there are 
certain particulai areas where more demand is for Bengali 
books 

Shri D N Simia I know but that is also centred 
in the city and cannot include other areas Therefore if we 
could get the figures for some districts in Bihar, this will 
give us a better idea I don’t think Ranchi gives us a really 
clear picture 

Shiu Gosthabehari Chvtterjef. (Secretary, Howrah District 
Library Association) 

I believe Howrah was the first district in West Bengal to 
start bookmobile service 

Our district is the smallest in West Bengal with an area 
of 615 square miles , there are two subdivisions, Howrah, with 
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175 square miles and UJuberia with 386 square miles The 
percentage of rural population is 67 6 and we have 815 villages 
in our district Of all the districts in West Bengal, Howrah 
is the least dependent on agriculture for the support of its 
population It is practically a metropolitan district, a large 
proportion of ns inhabitants obtaining employment in the 
adjoining city of Calcutta and the numerous industrial con- 
cerns along the Hooghly river Even in the interior the villages 
tend to be semi urban in character and the villagers contribute 
largelv to the artisan class 

In 1955 we started our mobile service and we were pro- 
vided with a bookmobile van We purchased a new chassis, 
131" wheelbase and 1 J ton in weight We built the body 
according to our supervision with aluminium sheets The 
capacity of the van is three thousand books inside and the 
height inside is 6' — 6" and the width is 6 feet There are 
also windows on both sides so that the books kept on the 
racks may be seen from the outside and also the people can 
enter inside and choose their books from the shelves inside 
the van This van cost us seventeen thousand rupees, much 
below the government scheduled rate or Rs 25,000/- including 
road tax and insurance However, we started our bookmobile 
service with this van, but there are parts of Howrah which 
were inaccessible to automobiles, and for this reason w T e had 
organized bookmobile service through trains and local 
conveyance too We covered the whole of Howrah Disinct 
this way 

First, we started with seventeen service points and attached 
neighbouring libraries to one or the other of these service 
points Programmes are made nearly one month ahead and sent 
to the libraries participating in the mobile service The 
circulation figures for the whole district for one round is 3,133 
books on various subjects with a circuiatom of 12,710 in the 
rural areas only, excluding two municipal areas, i e , Howrah 
city and Bally Usually, there are four rounds a ycai, and 
the mobile service takes six weeks for a round 

We cover 92 miles by tram and 150 miles by van per 
one round of mobile service The 150 libraries all over the 
district get books on loan from us and distribute them free 
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to the readers in the area. These libraries are member 
libraries of the District Library Association 

Dr. Nihar Ranjan Roy I have a comment Again we 
are choosing a district which is not a typical district It is 
just the opposite of the antithesis of Ranchi. It is a semi- 
urbamsed district and I believe 80% of the population live 
on the earnings from the city It is the least agricultural 
district in West Bengal and being also an urban area half 
of Howrah is covered with factories Some of these factories 
have their own libraries Then the railways have two libraries 
Therefore, many of these areas are already covered by these 
libraries In a sprawling district like Midnapore if you have 
to reach even a village library you may have to travel for 
twelve miles or even more I do not know how it can be done 
in Midnapore or Malda where roads are so bad Therefore 
if we could have some other figures for some other district in 
West Bengal we could get an average 

Miss K Diehl 1 am going to ask Mr kesavan to tie 
us together. 

Shri B S Kesavan We have been asking the people of 
Ranchi district and Howrah district to give a picture of what 
is taking place There is only one difference of opinion I 
have with my friend Nihar Please do not forget that a 
bookmobile, by concept, is not necessarily meant for rural areas. 
I mean a bookmobile by concept, is as usable, as necessary, 
and as workable in an urban area as it is in a rural area 
The problems m a rural area arc, as he very rightly says of 
transportation, of communication Roads are vrn diffcult 
and therefore, the picture is bound to be a little different 
from 'that point of view The statistics that are given here 
are not statistics that we really can go by I will tell you why* 
Book distribution is part of the bookmobile service It is 
not entirely a bookmobile service Miss Diehl made a very 
significant remark which sounded very obvious but which if 
you really ponder over is very profound She very nghtPy 
said that 'the building or the particular mobile is the least 
part of it The contents are more important Now most of 
us in this country after having seen what has been going on 
in America and England have reacted to it in one way, i e., 
people in inaccessible places, a mobile van, books to be given 
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to them You have got a bookmobile. In other words, most 
of our thinking on bookmobiles has been on the lines of 
distribution of a cache of books to quite a number of people. 
I am not saying that it is unimportant But 1 am saying that 
it is not the most important feature of the bookmobile Let 
me tell you wbat really happend before the bookmobile service 
13 started m any of the countries where a bookmobile has 
been an established institution. 

A very thorough survey is first made of the area where 
the bookmobile has to be located This survey takes into 
account the categories of people inhabiting the area with 
particular reference to iheir professions and also with a 
complete knowledge obtained as to the several degrees of 
education or non-cducation that prevails in that area 
Afterwards a survev is made of the existing resources in the 
area, of school libraries, public libraries private libraries, 
institutional libraries, and a stock is taken of what is available 
Now after all this basis has been prepared, a small board of 
two or three people meets And then they decide that the 
bookmobile should see that all these present resources in that 
are full) and compleleli utilized Therefore a co-opera tiori 
with all these institutions is indicated All these institutions 
are requested to co-operate with this bookmobile service, 
because, please remember, however benevolent your intention, 
however rich you might be, you can neier m any country in 
the world ever have a cache of books which will, in its plenary 
quality, provide for any and every category of people residing 
within that particular area A bookmobile is an entirely 
co-operative enterprise run by a single organization with a 
cache of books which is made available to it and that cache 
is got together by a book selection process which is really very 
thoughtful 

The selection of books for the bookmobile depends upon 
the possible curiosity in that particular area For this, a lot 
of work has to be done preliminarily Questionnaires have 
to be sent, people in the locality have to be interviewed The 
local librarian and the local workers have lo be consulted, 
and on the basis of it the book selection is made. And usually 
for a bookmobile service to pay, you do not ju& have a 
building from which issues one solitary bookmobile and it 
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comes back. Usually you find a central) organization with it* 
pioccssmg, with its book selection, with its brains concentrated 
in that particular building, with its tentacles spread out to 
all these several quarters, with more than one bookmobile- 
operating in the area It is considered highly uneconomical, 
foi example, to have one bookmobile in an area like Malda 
or Midnapore because the freshness of the service, the turnover 
of the books, the actual* followup work that is essential for a 
bookmobile to be alive will be absent Please remember a 
bookmobile is not a bread van which drops food at people’s 
doorsteps for daily consumption and then forgets about it 
until the next load of bread comes along This is something 
entirely different which keeps contact with men's minds, with 
men’s reading habits An analysis is made and afterwards 
conferences are held in various parts of the area with the 
consultation of the local inhabitants and local teachers, 
educationists and other people, the man controlling the book- 
mobile organization obtains a ronstant education Please 
remember also a bookmobile organization is not an ad hoc 
creation in vacuum Tt usually stems from the headquarters 
of a highly developed public library organization, or as they 
call it in England a country library organization Uulcss a 
bookmobile has got a reserve to feed upon constantly, unless 
this reserve is kept uplo date by a process of book selection 
and thinking with reference to the reading needs of the public, 
your bookmobile sen ice degenerates into a bus sen ice without 
anv educational implications You get statistics, you get 
figures you can read it out m your annual report, you can 
report per issue it costs so much, per issue it did not cost so 
much, but frankly if you want to measure the quality of the 
service these figures are not reliable indications of the service. 
How are the schools involved in it’ How are the libraries 
involved in it? How are the voluntary organizations function- 
ing in the districts involved in it? What is the co-operation 
that these people are giving to the bookmobile service? These 
are highly important things 

And another thing, please do not think' that a bookmobile 
Is as mobile as people imagine it to be A bookmobile is a 
thing that travels from one place to another but then it has 
this great ability to grow roots temporarily in a particular 
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area where if finds that the curiosity is such that it acts for 
the time being as a stationery library for the people in that 
locality Now this method of growing roots on the way is 
not a hit and run visit of the bookmobile, ft is not as if the 
cycle porters arc all standing over there and the van comes 
over there, then you gel a box of books, bye bye, and the 
van goes along Because what happens m this particular case, 
you do not prepare the mental fabric that is necessary and 
goes with the bookmobile organization The thought process 
of it is very important Therefore, u has always been my 
feeling that whenever bookmobiles have been starlet! in many 
of these places, the mental preparation is not theie and the 
follow up is also not there It has become automatic, it has 
become somewhat mechanical 

It you go to any aiea which operaics a bookmobile and 
you ask the people who arc operating this bookmobile these 
few questions Now will vou please tell me what are the 
categories of leading, what the categories of people who read 
are. what is the increase in the reading habit in this aiea. 
what are the suggestions that have come from the locality, 
what books have been added as a result of the suggestions, 
what rates have been concentrated upon, what background 
material has been provided for these people who aic engaged 
in a particular occupation? All these questions that have to 
be asked, and please remember, it is a painful systematic, 
very step-by-step method bv which a bookmobile can be built 
up as an abiding service in any area Therefore, it will be 
another five or ten years in my opinion before we are in a 
position to arrive at these statistics properly and interpret 
them as far as our country is concerned A basic analvsis 
on which vou have to build up your service is essential If a 
working group get together and works at the lmokmobde 
service for a period of three months, prepares a srudv paper 
on this praticular thing and brings out the results wc have 
some tangible facts to go upon instead of having to depend 
upon possibilities and approximations 

For example, the most tragic thing about the Bihar book- 
mobile library service is the tremendous build-up of the 
bookmobiles themselves These really are houses on wheels 
Petrol consumption, the lumbering way in which they go along 
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and the fairweather quality of this entire bookmobile, instead 
-of trying to promote the flexibility of this particular service, 
forces the organizers, because of the amount of money that has 
been spent upon it, to degenerate the bookmobile service into 
a sort of a supply route along a particular line with feeders 
here and there on the way This is only part of a bookmobile 
service and not the entire thing Remember, the word 
bookmobile should never be only interpreted, especially in 
India, in terms of motor cars Dr Roy very rightly pointed 
out the unfortunate quality of our roads— and there is no 
use quarrelling with it, they are there and we have to make 
use of whatever roads we have 

A very fine example has been set up in Kerala The 
country as you know, is shot through with backwaters And 
you know the roads there are also very rudimentary in quality, 
hut fair weather or foul weather, you find that there has been 
such a ramification of several types of vehicles employed m 
the distribution Even there. Jet me tell you, the picture is 
not so pleasant as friend Tincori thinks it is He stayed 
there for three days and he has come awav with enthusiasm 
But even there the follow-up, the analysis, bookselection has 
not been done with the thoroughness and the planning that 
is necessary But one thing, we are all grateful for what we 
have, we are not quarrelling with what we have Atleast we 
have got the rudiments to start with but as professionals, it 
is obligatory on our part, by means of study papers, pilot 
projects as I have indiraled and with the help of people like 
■Gostha Behan Chatterjee, who is running a short of a book 
mobile service to arrive at some basic data 

Dr Nihar Ranjats Roy I could not agree more with 
the important points Mr Kcsavan made and I am just here 
to emphasize underline them We are talking in the air so 
far as bookmobile service is concerned No survey has yet 
been made We launched upon a scheme without having 
the statistics, detailed figures and anv idea of the region that 
we are going to serve One point I would make, not from 
the point of view of professional needs but as a social worker 
is this You know perhaps that in the course of the third 
hve year plan, we would be launching upon the greatest national 
-scheme that India has ever bad Compulsory umversaP free 
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primary education. This will be, to begin with, concentrated 
in the rural areas. 

For 150 years our towns and cities have sucked the villages- 
dry It is time that we paid a little more attention to our vil- 
lages and personally — I am not making it a political issue, but 
personally — I would like to give a little more attention and 
thought to the rural areas than the urban areas I do not 
say that library service in the urban areas are very satisfactory. 
They are not, I know But after all, the)- have something 
These rural areas have had nothing for centuries and I will 
again emphasize that the Bengal Library Association should 
at once take up the work of making a survey But when we 
do, wc should underline the case of rural areas more than the 
urban areas 

Shri Ram Goswami (Librarian, State Central Library, Shil- 
long, Assam) 

Library movement in Assam, to be frank, is still m its 
mlancy and only in the last part of the first five year plan 
we have organized library services tn Assam Under this 
scheme for the lmpioveuicnt of libraries sponsored by the 
Government of India, our state has participated We have 
one state central library in the capital in Shillong and seven 
district libraries organized so far m the plain districts We 
all know that Assam is a state of calamities One calamity 
follows another Wc have Hoods, we have earthquakes So in 
organizing the library service in Assam, wc have to face so 
many problems 

Building was a problem in our state, but recently the 
Government of India sanctioned nearly 34 lakhs of rupees 
foi construction of dislnct libraries as well as the State Central 
Librarv Now we have a spacious library building in Shillong, 
and five district libraries at Jorhat Tezpur, Silchar, Now gong 
and Gauhati are being completed and we have occupied the 
State Central Library building last year 

In our State Central Libiary we have about 19 000 books 
Language being a problem in India, we have to get books in 
all languages In Assam we have three major languages 
Assamese, the regional language, Bengali and Hindi We have 
to give major consideration to these three languages while 
providing books for our readers 
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Question What do you do for the Khasias? 

Shrj Ram Goswami Khasias have veTy little publications of 
their own, but generally they read English and can be served 
by the English books we have 

In our district libraries we have a collection of ten thousand 
approximately, consisting of all the languages and including 
all the important subjects and we tiy to represent the sub- 
jects of particular interest to the locality 

We have not so far been able to organize the bookmobile 
service in the true sense Under this scheme of library service 
we purchased three bookmobiles You may call them deli- 
very vans or exhibition vans We could not organize a biblio- 
van at the moment because we have not yet been able to orga 
nize our district libraries But the bookmobile has been 
utilized to deliver books to our deposit centres Under the 
Stall Central library vvt have ‘■even district libraries and 
undci the district libraries we have seventy deposit centres 
Deposu centres are being organized in mstituation.il libraries 
They mav be srhool libraries puhlie institutions or public 
libiaries run In subscription Oui binary van can carry two 
thousand volumes at a time \nd the bonks are seKclcd in 
the distnet libraries by a committee And all the library vans 
arc operated under the orders of the Inspector of Schools not 
by the Librarian The Inspector of Schools control's the e\ 
pendilure of the binary van and the expenditure on the pav 
and establishment The function of the Stale Central f ilnaiinn 
is lo laid out iht centres where iht books aic to be dislri- 
huteel So, is a n altei of fact, we have not vel organized the 
Inhlmvau service in our libraries 1 cannot sty jnvilung about 
Hilary van activities in our binaries, but we hope that this 
bookmobile service will be taken up very shortly wiih the ex- 
pulsion of (he othci librarv services in Assam We expect 
that more district lilnaiics, especiallv in the lull) areas will be 
oiganiA d in [he thud five year j'lan for which provision has 
alre id\ I seen made 

5"hri b B Moiivsrv W T e in 0,issa have not been able to 
otpanizc the lxx>k mobile set vice as it has been organized in 
Bengtl or Bihar today Bui we do have a parallel service existing 
in the block arcxi In the development blocks, at the block level. 
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there is a block information centre In each block there are 
about ten to twelve Gramsevaks or village level workers Each 
Gramsevak serves one panchayat In the monthly meeting 
at the block level, all the gramsevaks assemble, discuss com- 
mon problems and assess the people’s needs as far as books 
are concerned 

In the adult literacy centre, there are some difficulties 
about the follow up literature because in many villages there 
are no libraries These Gramsevaks have therefore been pro- 
vided with steel trunks and every month when they tomt to 
the block level 1 extension officers' meeting, they bring ihtir 
steel trunks with them and collect «ome thirty or forty books 
and carry these to ihe villagers And during the month when 
they go to the villages they distribute these books The mxt 
month thev bring back these books and take a frseh stock 
I do not call this a mobile service, because block infoi ination 
centres do not have mobile vans 

Of course, the audio-visual unit is scpaiale and we ill 
Orissa ate stressing the use of non-projected visual aids to a 
greater extent than projected visual aids 

In Oussa only about 500 books are published a seal and 
that is the chief chfficultv we have regarding new books So, 
it olicn happens that after a year, die giamsevak takes to the 
villages the same liooks he had taken a yeai ago because die 
number ol books is very limited 

Siiri B S Klsav vs. One statement that Mr Goswami made 
is very significant 1 am not being carping but he said the 
bookmobile van is being operated under the circle is of the 
Inspector of Schools A scrv dumsv phiasc, a vciv unfortunate 
state of affairs, because no bookmobile can ever be operated 
under ambodv's orders That is one thing 

You find that it is an arterial service where the blood How 
will have to be regulated according to the pirluulai health of 
the community The arterial blood and the veinous blood 
that Sows through this circulation of the bookmobile, rs governed 
entirely by the capillaries of this svslem, who are the actual 
workers stationed in these various points and who rcallv deter 
mine what Ihe book stock is what the compulsion of this parti- 
cular service is 

One of the most tragic things among us today is that 
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almost all of these bookmobiles and most of these things have 
fallen into tbe hands of very well-intentioned educational peo- 
ple It is rafher unfortunate but it is true These people 
are really nice people, they mean well, they want to help But 
they have been so disciplined m the terms of formal educa- 
tion, they never have that point of view, that eagerness, that 
enthusiasm, that sense of dedication for this particular service 
which is entirely different. 

The DPI is a good man, completely involved in files. 
The deputy DPI is an equally good person, but the poor man 
hasn’t got the time to say boo to a goose as they say He has 
got so much of work to do that he cannot possibly do this 
job The sooner the mobile services and other things are 
weaned away from these formal agents of education the better. 
Mind you, their co-operation, their goodwill and their 
sympathy are necessary But in addition to the goodwill, 
sympathy and co-operation, there must be people who have 
grassroots, who will have the running of this particular 
bookmobile service 

Dr Nihax Ranjan Roy There is a point which I bring 
to the nolice of those in charge of the Library Association 
I raised this point three years ago in one of the annual 
meetings of the Bengal Library Association and the directorate 
of education felt a little cross about it 

The whole scheme of library extension in the second 
five year plan has no independent existence of its own It 
comes under lhe head of social education and naturally, when 
it goes to the state, it becomes another wing of the education 
directorate Now the argument is with the Planning 
Commission itself The Planning Commission and the 
Government ot India together have to recognize that 
library service must have independent recognition of its own 
and must not be lumped together with social education. 

I have myself since I have once been a librarian, been arguing 
the case xith die Planning Commission and also in parlia- 
ment But it is for the Indian Library Association and the 
state library associations to make themselves heard, to raise 
cries and slogans They must raise it now, when the third 
plan is being discussed And if all the library associations 
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present the case, before the Planning Commission and the 
Government of India, it is bound to be heard. 

Miss K Diehl Again the problem seems to be the same 
around the world And the people who want something badly 
are going to have to make themselves heard If the librarians 
want an independent programme, then the librarians must 
shout Educators will shout Education seems to be one of 
those things that must eventually touch everybody It must. 
Library is voluntary and the library is for the people who have 
ideals, who want the heart to grow So the librarians are 
going to have to get on the bandwagon and shouL 
Shri Buayanath Mukherjee (Bengal Library Association) 

I fully agree with Dr Roy and Mr Kcsavan regarding 
the need of community survey for the success of any book- 
mobile service with the name But just at the present 
moment, there are other projects that can be started even 
without that community survey I perfectly understand that 
this service can surely never be done without it. But because 
of the want of other means of communication we have to make 
use of the vehicles we have at our command 

Now what I mean to say is this It may sound difficult 
to have the entire resources of one locality under one body 
in order to make use of the enfire resources of a particular 
locality But I do not belieic that it is really difficult Because 
since all the libraries of a particular locality are becoming 
members of a district library association, it is quite possible 
to pool their resources and have a co-operative basis for a 
bookmobile service Although we do not have the county 
library system as in England, still by mutual co-operation and 
help we can build up a good stock in order to supplement 
each other 

One point has not been discussed and that is the role 
of the bookmobile services in library extension w r ork Now- 
adays, bookmobile service are considered to be a type of 
extension service everywhere And it must be understood at 
the same time that it is not only an extension service, but it 
is a necessary library service for an area where the population 
is sparse It must not be considered that it is merely an 
external service It is a necessary service of the library for 
the people who can never have a stationery library service 
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In our country there is need for teaching people to use the 
library and there is great want of personnel to give this educa- 
tion Now generally bookmobiles are run by such institu- 
tions which have with them people who can give this training 
to che rural population. if such men are sent with the 
mobile vans and if arrangements are made for educating the 
people in using books and for creating more interest m the 
reading of books, 1 think significant service can be done with 
bookmobiles even before we can have finished the community 
surveys 

Shrj Subodh Mukherjle • The bookmobile service that is 
carried on in the United Kingdom is developed to a high degree 
and we have not yet attained to that standard We should not, 
of course, blindly follow the system that obtains there I wish 
to point out to the people who are in charge of bookmobile ser- 
vice here the cheapness with which they operate, the service In 
many of the county library service I found Lhey had a room or 
library on wheels attached to the mechanical portion or the motor 
This mechanical portion or the motor drags the room on 
wheels and leaves it at a spot, say m a village, and then this 
mechanical horse as it is called, goes back to pull another van 
to some other place In this way one mechanical unit can 
work several library vans and that I think is very economical, 
because if you have a bookmobile solidly attached to the 
mechanical portion, it cannot move and has to slay for four 
hours at one spot, whereas this detachable mechanical horse 
can work four and five units at a time This is just a hint to 
our people who are in charge of the mobile service 

As a point of information I will comment on gentlemen 
in this country who are non-librarians and in charge of library 
services The Bengal Library Association at its Nabadwip 
session under the chairmanship of Dr Ranganathan, moved a 
resolution that at least the library directorate should be under 
a technically qualified librarian and non-librarians should no- 
where be in charge of library services I think all other state 
library associations should follow up as indicated by Dr Roy 
in his talk with the Planning Commission And the Indian 
Library Association should also take up the cudgel 

Miss K Diehl Extension is a basic part of library service 
if our libraries are tax supported If they are paid for by the peo- 
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pie the people deserve the service. And the people who are not 
served have the right to do a little bit of rebelling So whether it 
be extension, whether it be a service to which they are entitled, 
whether it be by a tremendous van, whether it be by small 
vehicles, whether it be pedalled or whether it be earned, need 
not matter if everybody who is within our particular territory 
—and I mean geographical territory — does have an opportunity 
to use materials which have been provided by bis or her library. 



Chapter IV 


LIBRARY SERVICE IN SCHOOL 

Moderator : Miss Katherine Diehl 

1 suppose we may call schools just those institutions that 
serve little people, chil dren upto approximately adolescence. 
But I am not sure that wc should limit ourselves to that I 
think rather we should consider schools and school library 
service as a kind of service that the libraries give the people 
who are contenedly learning And that, of course, means 
some of us of my very hoary age and a bil older, and of course, 
lots of people who are far younger than I 

In school libraries and I mean libraries of all kinds of 
learning institutions, there is always the young person who will 
haunt the bookshelves, and quite unfortunately, there is also 
the person who never even catches a glimpse of them I don’t 
know which ones the librarian should specialize m Perhaps 
wt should not specialize Our favourites, of course, are those 
who haunt the bookshelves These are the ones whose reading 
interest we get to know very intimately If they are little 
pcoplfe we know that they arc interested in a certain kind of 
story Or they arc interested m a certain kind of natural life, 
or a certain language, or a certain kind of writing, literally 
speaking If they are adolescents then we know their blos- 
soming interests and we lealize that some of them are hunt- 
ing for things which they hope they can do for several hours 
each foi the rest of their lives In other words, the adole- 
scent is becoming vocationally conscious and he is hunting 
for his niche in life He may not find it, or he may find it 
and not be able to exercise it But at least he is hunting lor 
something to enlarge his vision Or our favourite reader, the 
one who haunts the bookshelves, may be a college or university 
student who has great problems academically That is, he is 
always involved in making some kind of research study that 
the library docs not have represented on its shelves Or he 
i» hunting among the community for statistics, or he is making 
that survey of his community which Mr Kesavan spoke of 
earlier this morning Perhaps it is the young college or uni- 
versity student who is interested in some language other than 
his mother tongue and the librarian is hard-pressed to find 
examples of writing in that language which are m his im- 
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mediate compass, where the vocabulary m a maturing voca- 
bulary, but where the interest level « of value to {he college 
age or the university age individual Or perhaps our reader 
who haunts the library is the teacher, kindergarten or elemen- 
tary, first year in college or university, technical school or 
graduate study at the university level Now that is a sort of 
captive audience that the school library serves They are not 
all captured, but it is a captive audience It is a limited au- 
dience chat the school or other institutional library serves 
because it comprises people of certain age, of a certain subject 
interest or living within a certain area 

The librarv, however, must serve all of those people and 
for just a moment think of the none-too-favourite reader, the 
one whom you don’t get to know, the >ouxig person, child, 
youth or young-adult who never comes to the library How 
to reach him ? Well, your guess is as good as mine I think 
most of us try- to reach that person who has not been reached 
with news announcements in our school papers, with announce- 
ments on bulletin hoard, and some of us do great obeisance 
to lists of new accessions , some of us try exhibits, some of 
us try hobby exhibits, and some of us try "discover” exhibits 
But actually for that person who is not captured by that library, 
that non-captured captive within the school, the crux of the 
problem is the Icacher It is not the student, it is the teacher If 
the teacher is a non-reader, would some of the 35 or 50 or 200 peo- 
ple be with whom that teacher makes contact ? 

Now thank God that all of us, in growing up, are touched 
by numbers of teachers, so perhaps the teacher who is the non- 
reader is somebody who works with his or her hands As 
librarians, this is our opportunity Find the books for that 
craft-interested instructor, the books that will encourage that 
instructor in crafts You may tease that non reader and the 
non-reading public in his or her classroom You may tease 
that person to find other books than craft books Of course, 
scientists do not have as many books They have their labora- 
tory and I will always admit that the laboratory for the scien- 
tist is approximately the same as the library for the humanist. 

So I will not fuss too much But there are some books that 
can enlarge the vision of the scientist and it is upto the 
librarian who knows about the various tables, who knows 
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about the various formulae m mathematics and chemistry and 
physics and so on to lead the instructor to , those books just 
casually, and very casually encourage the instructor, who m 
turn will pass the enthusiasm on to the students I say that 
it is the instructor in our captive school audience that is going, 
to make the difference between a reading school and a non- 
reading school 

Now I am holding here a little bit of bait, a certificate 
They are hardly satisfactory for college But the idea is satis- 
factory for colfege No college or university student is going 
to be interested in receiving a little certificate like this But 
every college or university student is interested in being singled 
out as a good reader He is interested m an award though 
the award may simply be a word of praise The award for 
the college or university student might, instead of this sort 
of certificate, be a small book It might be a membership, in- 
significant in rupees, but very significant in encouragement. 
Now for the younger person, the person aged any where upto 
thirteen or even fourteen — I doubt if it can carry much fur- 
ther — this sort of award is satisfactory 

Again let us weld the materials that arc in the cornmu 
nity — and by community I am thinking primarily of schools, 
but again all the resources of the community are as usclul for 
school purposes as the school library is useful for community 
purposes, and let us use them all of us Now what do we da 
with this award ? Well, we will watch the child We do not 
make tremendous statistical studies But you know, one day 
Ihe youngster comes and wants another book Tell me what 
was in the first one and you will give me the whole story. 
Three days later he comes again for another book and alter a 
while that young person will have read everything on the 
shelves And not only w r ill behave read everything himself, 
but he will have shared it with the folks around him Now 
that same enthusiasm carried through the college and univer- 
sity years 

I remember my first year as librarian I had a young 
woman as a library assistant and I had noticed that she was 
always taking books back to her room with her and reading. 
And one day I jokingly said to her “Well, how many books 
have you read so far ?'" “Oh, about forty” I said "That, 
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and you are working 18 hours a week in the library and you 
are having 18 or 20 hours a week of study, and you are doing 
your own laundry, and you are just having a generally good 
time” She said, "yes”. I said, "When do you do it?” “Oh," she 
said, “I don’t turn off the lights quite as early as I should” Well 
by the end of the year that lhttle miss bad read approximately 
105 books on various subjects Of course, being a young woman, 
a large number of those volumes were Action, a large number 
biography There were a few history, a few on science So it 
was a good general collection That same year, m that same 
college, her competitor read just a few Bess than the 105 books. 
So you see the enthusiasm had carried over and the competitor 
was also a library assistant Now you might get a clue from 
that People who work in libraries are going to know the 
collection to want to read the things that are on the library 
shelves So the more people in your institutional library, the 
more people will become enthusiastic The more you can 
draw in to help — .may be it is just straightening the books oh 
the shelves or putting the books back or arranging the slips or 
charging books — that is all teaching and sharing m a 
community responsibility and everyone of those young people, 
be they little children — and little children six and seven can 
help, don’t worry, they can put the little chairs back, they can 
bring the books to the proper place; do not wait until they 
are adolescents to teach them to pick up after themselves — 
but any age, if you can get them enthusiastic about your 
business, they will become library conscious It may pass over 
during a certain period of their life, but then will come back 
to it We all have specialities, we all have special times in 
life when somethings are terribly important And these im- 
portant things are not always books, sometimes they are far 
from books But we come back to these After all, as librarians 
our objective is enrichment of life 

Now there is another side for the school or college or 
university libranan_the side of assisting the curriculum 
There is something that as university people, as librarians, 
we must take cognizance of, whether we be in public libraries, 
state libraries, school or university libraries What goes on 
in the universities is very important to librarians What goes on 
in the universities is extremely important for the teachers of 
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India or of anywhere, because, the way teaching progresses at the 
university level is the way teaching will progress from there on 
down. You do not begin your shift in the way of teaching at the 
kindergarten. The shift begin up there with an enthusiastic 
teacher, with an enthusiastic librarian, with an enthusiastic 
administration So we are going to have to shout our little 
piece when it is time to shout And please do not wait too late 
Now the library where you have a syllabus, stated exami- 
nation, where you have a round learning is not going to assist 
the classroom content very much, unless it assists an individual 
teacbeT here and there Or perhaps unless it assists the depart- 
ment What is going to happen? I do not say we are going 
to just grab and snatch We are going to have to watch, see 
what they do and be enthusiastic for the free access to books 
by the university student for his educational programme 1 
do not agree with the absolutely free choice of subject matter 
which takes place in some universities in some parts of the world 
There is no system On the other hand, there are parts of 
world, where the student has absolutely no choice, and 
if there can be that golden mean — it is hard to ever 
get in life — it is in the hands of the libraries For ihe 
academic programme, for the school programme, from any 
grade on up through the doctoral degree, if that academic 
programme is absolutely stated, then it is the librarian, the 
library staff, the books on the library shelves, that are going 
to enrich the life of the captive audience within the 
university, college, technical school, high school or elementary 
school and even on down The enrichment will come 
through the library to the teacher and will be a plus, will be 
a little bit of extra, which the teacher will give in addition 
to the questions m the stated examinations And actually, 
there is plenty of time in life to get some of these extra 
things, if we are interested enough to use it If we just sit, 
as vegetation, we are not getting much enthusiasm If that 
quiet time which is really just a vegetation time can be a 
fame for building a little bit of enthusiasm, it is the school, 
college or university librarian who can encourage the 
enrichment for that young person who has that time 

There are also two other sets of papers which may be 
distributed at this time Now these sets of papers are of 
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particular interest to the folks teaching young people upto 
the matric stage. However, they are applicable beyond, 
perhaps in other terms Now, please, as you read these 
remember to apply these to the age group m which you are 
interested It may say children, but that is alright, it is 
gtood to remain a child for a long long time As you go 
through these papers you will discover that as a librarian you 
actually have a very very friendly helper if you can find 
that helper As school or college librarian, it is certainly not 
upto you or to me to make all the book choices In fact, 
very few real choices should be made by you or me as college, 
university or school librarian We may be experts m the 
field, but somehow, I am a little scared of experts Because, 
as an expert I am simply there as a visitor and they can 

simply take me or leave me And I have been in groups 

where there have been experts as visitors and frequently we 
have left them 

Now the teacher who has the little audience at the 
fingertips during the class period or the school day and who 
can be a pan of the informal library staff is going to feel 

a very personal responsibility towards that library If that 

teacher makes several book selections and the librarian 
purchases these books, the teacher will say "I suggested 

those books and I want my friends, children and students 
to read them They are particularly good” Now in the 
schools, if the majority of the teachers or professors are part 
of your informal library staff, they make book selections, 
come to the library, read the periodicals, read some of the 
library books and suggest new ones, bring students and point 
to a particular book for a patticular student, then the school 
library at any level will begin to seep down to the student 
who is after all our only reason for being at the school 
Heaven help us when the school is made for the teachers 
As long as the school is serving the young people of any age, 
it is doing its business But when the library serves the 
librarian and the school serves the teacher, then something 
is badly out of proportion 

Now looking over these sheets, the longer one "A dozen 
library do’s for the teachers”, if fixed to any age group in 
which you are interested, a little of it will work even though 
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everything may not be applicable On the other pair of sheets 
"The Librarian and the Teacher working together", there is a 
list of teacher resposibilities Plenty of times, as librarian,, 
you and I must be teachers Fact is, I don't know most of the 
time which I am 1 like to be a librarian, I like to teach I 
fove to see a library become a sort of organized something that 
serves a group of people At the same time, I love to get into 
the dassi room and to encourage a group of young people with 
a certain idea So I don’t know which I am Some of us spend 
more of our time with processing and some with the public. 
Eut all of us have that strange mixture 

Now, actually we, as school people are responsible to every- 
body within our tax district Wc are responsible to everybody 
who has paid his fees and is part of the academic family We 
arc responsible to all of them just as with the bookmobile and 
the public library, the service is due everybody within the 
library district, no matter the size of the district So, with the 
school or college or university binary, everybody within that 
compound who has paid lus dues, who has paid his taxes is 
part of our responsibility And we are a little bit derelict if 
there is a group here which spends all its time playing and 
none of its time leading, just as we are derelict if ihcrc is a 
group here which dots nothing but read and never plays For 
life is somehow a balance and as librarian, we can encourage 
both and we will have better readers if ihere is a little playing 
and better pla>mg if there is a hule leading We will have 
better students if our people do both and do a lot of studying 
Shri S C Bera (Headmaster, Vaishnavthak Maheshchandra 
Multi — Purpose School, Midnapur District) 

Boys and girls of different aptitude come every day and 
there is no gainsaying the fact that uniform teaching imparted 
in classrooms cannot be suited to all the pupils of different 
merits So, in order to supplement the class teaching, help 
from somewhere also becomes absolutely necessary and a library 
alone can offer that help Besides, it is in the school library 
that the reading habit of pupils is formed Here again they 
learn how to use the library It is a matter of great regret that 
most of the educated people give up the habit of reading after 
they leave school or college But they forget that a school 
or college only opens the door of the temple of learning io 
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us and after we are past the school of university stage, die 
real time for learning begins The postgraduate stage in a 
man’s life is the real tune to acquire diversified knowledge 
and experience As a result of this aversion to study and 
research in post-university stage, the number of specialists in 
our country will be on the decrease, which no doubt will cause 
great concern to all teachers of the country To pul a stop to 
this national loss, the reading habit in school libraries should 
be built up in schools and tarried foiward in university and 
post-university stages. 

It is also a matter o( regret that many of our pupils do not 
know how to use the library Undesirable comments are recor- 
ded by the readers on the pages of the books, which not only 
speaks of bad taste, but creates a bad repercussion on subse- 
quent readers’ minds The bad habit can also be removed if 
the young pupils are taught to use the library properly from 
the very beginning 

In the national life the importance and responsibility of a 
school library is as great as the school itself But the question 
is, what amount of unpoitantc do we place on our school 
libraries 5 How wretched is the condition of the librarv ? 
In most cases, the libiary is located in a portion of the office 
room or in a small adjacent room with little or no ventilation 
and the worst atmosphere foi reading There is no librarian, 
and a class teacher is entrusted with the chaigc of the library 
and he either after his day s work or during the leisure period, 
with fatigued body and mind, does the work of the librarian 
most reluctantly as a matter of course without any initiative, 
or skill It can very well be understood what attraction sneh 
a library has for the pupils in general What about the num- 
ber of books? That is also a sad tale Besides some juve- 
nile literature, a few cheap editions and some dictionaries and 
syllabus books, nothing will be found in most of the libraries 

Today the world is advancing with the speed of Sputniks 
and scholars and leaders of thought have been presenting these 
news of advancement in charming and beautiful manner, but 
we elders are incapable of presenting those publications lo 
our young boys and girls Our libraries remain static At 
present, most of our schools get aid from the government, some 



*76 


LIBRARY SERVICE IN INDIA TODAY 


-amount is alloted every year for the library, but it is too in- 
adequate for the purpose. 

1 state below what 1 have gathered from my personal ex- 
perience Great importance should be given to a school 
library For this purpose a separate and self-contained block 
is required Great care should also be taken m selecting the 
site for the block The site should be such as to draw the at- 
tention of everybody The block should have three rooms 
with a front verandah or with two side rooms to be used as a 
reading room for boys and the other for children of lower 
classes The middle should preferably be two-storeyed and 
contain open almirahs to keep books The almirahs will not 
be locked and it is desirable that every alimrah should have 
pasted on it a paper showing the particulars of the books in- 
side The office of the librarian should be in a middle room 
The doors and windows lying between the middle room and 
the reading rooms on either side should have glass panes The 
scat of the librarian should be so arranged as to enable him 
to keep watch over all the readers, though the readers may not 
have a view of the librarian In the front verandah there will 
Temain various newspapers and magazines and a study circle 
will be formed, there Great care should be 1 taken in the selec- 
tion of books and in this regard there is a marked difference 
between public libraries and school libraries The main crite- 
rion in tlie selection of books in a public library is what the 
reader wants to read Most people go there for recreation and 
only a few arc m search of knowledge or for research But in 
a school library only such books should find a place as should 
bo read by the young pupils and not what they want to read 
It is the joint responsibility of the teacher and the librarian 
to inculcate in the young pupil the habit and taste for really 
good books, books dealing with different subjects, viz , religion, 
fine arts, literature, economics, etc 

The management of the library should be m a democra- 
tic way A representative body elected by the pupils should 
lie formed and that body will frame the constitution and the 
tuIcs and regulations of the library and the responsibility for 
the upkeep of the library and maintenance of order and dis- 
cipline should be vested in that body Of course, the teachers 
and the librarians will jointly assist them or give them guid- 
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ance in doing so by exerting moral influence over them. In 
the libraries, the young readers will choose their own books ; 
taken f bprr| out from the shelf and keep them m their proper 
(daces after completion of reading Reading books m the 
library itself should be more encouraged than taking these 
books to their homes, because in many cases young pupils do 
not go through the books at home and simply return them on 
the due date So, m order to create a reading habit in them, 
at least two periods in a week may be set apart for library, 
besides m the case of absence of any teacher, instead of send- 
ing a substitute teacher to a particular class, all the pupils of 
the class may be asked to avail themselves of the benefit of 
reading in the library By such compulsion the habit will be 
formed and the day will not be far when the library attracts 
them at every moment of their leisure 

While teaching in the classrooms, the teacher knows how 
to create an urge in their minds to use the library by quoting, 
quotations from famous books Many may be doubtful about 
the success of the management of the library in a democratic 
way under the honour system in consideration of the fact that 
corruption and malpractices are so rampant in our society 
nowadays My personal experience has shown that such an 
apprehension is without any foundation The fundamental 
democracy to grow a feeling of individual affinity towards all 
public and national properties, being entrusted with the 
rights and responsibilities of managing the affairs of Lhd binary 
themselves, the pupils feel the library with all the books, furni- 
ture, its bricks and mortar and everything as their own and 
will not allow it to be spoilt even by the snatch of a pencil 
Gentlemen present here no doubt will feel interested and 
enthusiastic to learn that a certain school library managed 
under the honour system for the last five years has produced 
wonderful results and not a single book has been lost, not a 
single item of furniture damaged Of course, introduction 
of the honour system and its ultimate success will depend up- 
on radical and universal changes of all the fundamental laws 
prevailing is all spheres of school life 

Miss K Diehl I am delighted to know that the 
honour system is coming into some other school libraries. 
How long have you been working on this plan? 
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Shri S C Bera Five years. 

Miss K. Diehl For five years Have the teachers been 
glad to do it this way, or have you, had to do all the planning 
and the enthusiasming yourself? 

Shri S C Bera All the teachers try their best to guide 
the students There is also the librarian There are five 

hundred students in the school including the primary section 
Miss K Diehi Five hundred students and all the 
teachers are enthusiastic about it You see, that is a clue 
A little sentence was mentioned by our speaker about school 
library being so much different from the public library Now 
in a sense I will agree, in this sense only that one is a captive 
audience and the other is the total audience 
Shri Jacabandhu Seth (Pahalampur Junior High School) 

I have been in school service for the last 12 years and 
in every place I liasc accepted Itbiary work because I thought 
I shall be able to serve the students better as a librarian 
than as a teacher The points l wish lo discuss will probably 
be helpful in solving some of the problems which we are 
confronted with 

I have worked with various tvpes of schools, rcsidnential, 
semi-residenual and day schools In residential schools 
where the students stay for all the 24 hours, facilities for library 
services are better But problems arise when wc start feeling 
an inferiority complex Let me give an example of a school 
This had fifty students in a hostel and also day scholars 
This new school having no dearth of funds sincerely wished 
and still wishes to give the best educational facilities to the 
students To enable the teachers to give of their best, they 
have sanctioned three thousand mpees per month for salaries 
However, when it came to the question of the Library, even 
though they provided a thousand books the first year, for 
subsequent years they ruled that only Rs 200 worth of books 
could be purchased They asked me to make a list of 
suggested titles Being in Calcutta then, I contacted various 
publishers and on consultation with the book reviews 
available, I selected 300 best books of the year. However, 
when I submitted the list to the school I was told that these 
titles were meant for the M A. or BA (Hons) students. 
Though I maintained that some of these books were necessary 
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to the teachers for reference purposes they wanted only books 
that the students could read And also a few of the teachers 
were then appearing for post-graduate examinations and the 
school authorities thought that the graduate level books had 
been suggested for their exclusive use The final outcome was 
that books worth fifty rupees only were purchased and even 
these were not particularly suitable for a school library and 
were mostly cheap editions What is the reason for this? 
Someone has said that every king should be a philosopher. 
In my opinion every school secretary and every headmaster 
should have some knowledge about libraries If that had 
been the case, mine and similar efforts would not have been 
fruitless 

My present job is in a village There literacy is low, 
there are only 150 books in the library and on the orders 
of the previous headmaster books were not issued to the 
children 

I onte visited a hundred year old school in Calcutta to 
observe the functioning of their library They had lots of 
books on the shelves but they were never used The staff 
there were surprised when 1 enquired about the circulation 
of books I was given to understand that the books have 
been static for many years and only the few magannes thal 
were received were used at all Of course, I do not mean 
to say that this is the condition of all the sLhool libraries in 
Calcutta However, if this was the condition in a city library 
you can well imagine what happens in a village 

Considering that the village teacher has to work. H3 
periods out of the total 39 per week, has to prepare his 
lessons, and take on private tuitions as an economic necessity, 
there is very little time left for him to take an interest in 
helping the students through the library It is not fair to 
say that the library is there and is not being used when the 
students and the teachers are not given the opportunity or 
the incentive to use it 

Students always respond to encouragement In my 
present school I have thrown open the library shelves to the 
students and they have utilized the few books available fo the 
fullset extent possible The excellent response has drawn 
favourable comment from the Inspecteor of Schools However, 
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it is not possible for one person to continue to sacrifice his 
time and energy for an unlimited period of time If there 
is anyone here from the Education Department, I -would 
request him to see that the teachers are given more free time. 
We need funds and time and more space There should 
he at least a room to house the books and a reading room 
for the students to come and read 

The authorities talk about sacrifice and honorary service 
without seeming to understand that there is a limit to that 
also Sometimes teachers are offered say, Rs 15 more per 
month for domg the library work also However, even 
though they arc offered Rs 100 extra, how is it possible to do 
the library work when from the very beginning, with the 
best of will, there is no time to do it 

I will conclude by saying that the librarian, as in any 
other profession, has to be given more free time to plan and 
assess how best to do his work, in his case how best he can 
help the students through the library 

Shri D N Sinha I am concerned primarily with secon- 
dary schools In Bihar we have about 1500 secondary schools, of 
which about 1200 are fully recognized Whatever high schools 
we now recognise will be higher secondary schools. 

As for the libraries of these schools, I must confess that 
their condition is not quite satisfactory As has already been 
pointed out, the libraries m high schools are housed very 
badly, have a very small number of books and even the 
available books are not being adequately utilised And the 
main reason is, as you know', that among teachers themselves 
the leading habit has gone down almost beyond redemption 
Something very drastic seems to be called for in order to 
create reading habits among the teachers themselves Because, 
as was pointed out by Miss Diehl, a non-reading teacher is 
bound to create a generation of students who will naturally 
be non-readers The one way in which a teacher creates 
reading habits m Ins boys is by reading himself and talking 
about books he has read casually or directly Perhaps talking 
direcdy does not pay much Instructing directly is not very 
useful But the teacher may talk in an interesting way about 
a book he has read and that may create m the students a 
desire to read I have found this from my own experience. 
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I was a headmaster of a high school for many years and I 
found in the library of the school an old book which had 
been lying unused for many years I read it, spoke highly 
of its qualities and I found that the book was in demand after 
that 

In the State of Bihar we do not recognize a high school 
unless it has at least 1000 books, For higher secondary 
schools we arc going to have a more stringent condition 

The state government of Bihar has been helping school 
libraries in several ways Coupons are issued not only to public 
libraries, but also to schools, particularly high schools, but the 
amount granted is very small Out of 1200 fully recognized 
high schools, about 600 were recognized before 31st March 
1949 To all these schools we give subsidy through the Board 
of Secondary Education for purchase of books This subsidy 
ia not very much, it works oul at about ten rupees per month 
per school, or Rs 120 for each school per year But that 
alUotmcnt is rcstuctcd to pre-1949 schools To others we are 
not giving anything at all, because we have no funds To 
some of the other schools we give lump sum grants, which 
is a type of omnibus grant for many purposes which may also- 
be utilised for the purchase of books But those grants arc not 
called library grants and there is no specific menUon of the 
portion of that grant which will be earmarked for the 
purchase of books in the higher secondary schools We have 
given about Rs 2500/- to quite a large numbe of schools 
which have been upgraded so far, or which are likely to be 
upgraded into a higher secondary school or multi-purpose 
srhoo] But that is generally so in case of government 
schools To non-government schools we give library grant 1 ) 
on a 50/50 basis To almost all these higher secondary 
schools we have already given a grant of Rs 1,500/- on the 
understanding that they will allot another Rs 1,500/- out of 
their own resources I believe that ihe higher secondary 
schools have better libraries, generally speaking, than many of 
the high schools But even so I cannot claim that the libraries 
of the higher secondary schools or multi-purpose schools are 
w'hat they should be Hie condition which want to create for 
the ideal library is absent The collections are lopsides, that 
is to say the varieties covered are not quite many 

6 
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There is a habit among many people to start schools for 
certain purposes which we don’t encourage. They fill in the stock, 
of the library with all sorts of books which may not be useful 
to students and teachers. We do not actually name the books, 
which they ought to have, but we name the categories For 
example, there should be books for the young, particularly, 
but there should also be some books on the methods of teach- 
ing, on education in general, on scientific subjects and so on, 
and the new purchases that are being made are generally on 
the lines of the instructions we are issuing, but still even now 
there is a tendency to satisfy our requirements somehow or 
other 

We have been making all efforts to improve school libra- 
ries In the current year we have not been able to make a big 
allotment to the secondary schools* We have granted only a 
sum of Rs 50,000/-, but during the days that are still left m 
the current year I am trying to get another Rs 50,000 for 
die schools I hope I will succeed As for the primary stage, 
there is hardly a library worth the name in most of the rural 
primary schools But they have some books which are being 
supplied 10 them by the District Superintendent of Education 
Technically, they arc still under the distmt boards and the 
municipal boards, but the actual control of these schools has 
been taken over by the state through its officers, who are the 
disbursing authority to control the finance One good result 
has been that the teachers are now getting their salaries m 
time and schools also get the books m tlire ou. of the funds 
allotted for hbranes Each primary school gets, of course a 
small number of books out of the allotment placed at the 
disposal of the DSE of whom we have seventeen in Bihar 

Question Please tell us something about the coupon 
system ? 

Shri D N Sinha The Superintendent of Libraries at 
the centre issues coupons to schools These coupons autho- 
rize the headmaster to buy books worth the amount specified 
in a coupon Instead of giving grants in cash they are given 
a coupon which is a sort of a cheque They present it to the 
nominated bookseller who supplies the books As I said yes- 
terday, it is not always possible for all the booksellers to sup- 
ply the very books that are wanted by a particular headmaster. 
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but efforts are made by the authorities, I mean the inspecting 
officer, to see that the headmaster gets the books he wants. 

Question. You say that you grant a sum of Rs. 2,500/- 
to a government higher secondary school Is that grant recur- 
ring ? 

Shri D N Sinha No, it is not a recurring grant But 
apart from this there is also a recurring grant Unfortunately 
even in the case of government schools it is Rs 120/- only 

Question When is the library kept open? 

Shri D N Sinha The library is kept open during 
school hours, because there are no whole tune librarians I 
know of a mission school which keeps the library open outside 
school hours too I think we have another public school 
which is a purely government managed institution, which also 
keep Us library open outside school hours But that school 
has a whole time librarian 

Question I would like to ask a question You have 
said, if I have not misunderstood you, that you do not give 
recognition to any school unless they have 1000 books worth 
Rs 1,000/- Is that correct, and is jl applicable to schools 
in rural areas? 

Shri D N Sinha Yes, it is Unless the school has 
one thousand books valued at least at a thousand rupees, that 
is another way of saying that they should have books worth 
more than one thousand mpees, they are not recognized 

Shri P N Gour Many school librarians have contribu- 
ted very thought-provoking talks to this discussion and I would 
have really liked the discussion to be confined to school libraries. 

I have not been a school teacher myself, but I have been 
a teacher of the subject of school library administration to 
the trainees and this is how my interest m school libraries has 
emanated Besides, as the librarian of the central library, my 
help was requisitioned by several principals of schools for 
suggesting ways and means to improve their service And 
that is how I got behind the scenes and had practical ex- 
perience and knowledge of how the school libraries are run 
in my state 

I am indeed grateful to tbe organizers of this symposium 
for having included school library as one of their subjects 
in the symposium, because this subject has been consistently 
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ignored both by the educators and the librarians. In fact, 
there is no educational agency which has been so completely 
neglected in the past by them They have shown absolutely 
no vision and have proved themselves, if I may say so with 
all respect to them, incapable of appreciating the potential 
value of their school! libraries In the more advanced countries 
of the West school libraries are today mature well organized, 
institutions They do not need any arguments for their 
existence But here in India, in spite of the recommendations 
of the most well known commission, the Mudaliar Commission, 
the reporc of which is almost a classic on which our whole 
educational programme of secondary school is being based, 
nothing serious has been done about school libraries I think 
it is high time something serious was dome 

Shn Smlia, rny deputy director of secondary education has 
told you about grants You know how far these grants do 
go, even if there are grants at all Of Course, it is quite easy 
to make grants to schools But n is another matter to make 
these grants actually effective and workable The Mudaliar 
Commission pointed out many inherent defects in our 
educational system Mi Nikhil Ranjan Roy has promised to 
put that educational svstem in its proper perspective We 
have in our limited way some idea or the perspective in which 
our educational progiainnic is working and wc vs ill have to 
introduce quite a number of new schemes, but the onl> scheme 
which has not received anv attimion is the school library 
So I will just confine mvself to the summary of those 
recommendations which my fnends have made with a few 
of mv own In view of this persistcntlv gross neglect of the 
oigam/ation of school libraries as on integral part of the 
educational svstem, it is imperative that this pioblem should 
he pmnnnciuh highlighted 

I nnke hold to suggest that a school Iibraiy enquiry" 
committee on the lines of the Adv isory Committee for Public 
Libraries, posuivelv constituted by the central government m 
IPS?, or failing that each state government should cons' mile 
to enquire imo and report on school libiaries I know the 
acceptance of this proposal is a verv prblemattcal one I do 
not think the government are going to look at it But nr 
the meantime how are we going to tackle the problem as. 
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it exists even without the commission or without its recommenda- 
tions to go upon? To come to the basic issues, what are the 
four essential requirements by which the school library can 
properly render service? In my opinion the four essential 
and basic requirements are the appointment of a whole time 
qualified librarian, which I suppose even 99-% of our schools 
do not have, provision of a fully equipped library room, provi- 
sion of an adequate book collection — that is again a problem; 
our deput) director has said that the collections are lopsided, 
others had said that there is absolutely no sjstem m the selec- 
tion of books — and fourthly a suitable library grant apart 
from the general grant of a school I shall very briefly elaborate 
these four points 

In my state of Bihar, a beginning has been made m ihis 
direction and schoijJ teachers, on deputation, have been parti- 
cipating in a '■hoit training on library science I aiu talking 
to sou about the trained Ubraiuns for the school, wi'h a 
special paper on school hbrai unship, a subject which I had 
tlu privilege of teaching So far, we have been able Lo turn 
out only very few librarians and eonsiduing ihe mini In. i of 
high school in our state, 01 foi the m.ittei ol that, in all other 
slates, we eannoT say how long we will take to train an ade- 
quate number ol school librarians So one suggestion which 
i have lo make is that die Indian uriiveisiiics should intro- 
duce school libiananship as a subject at a poslgi adualc train- 
ing stage The plea that the training college syllabus is too 
ful! to permit of an additional subject should no' be allowed 
to stop this scheme Well, you read so many oilier papeis 
in the teachers' tiainmg course, why not introduce a j aptr 
on school librananslup also, as j>an of your leathers training 
curriculum 5 In addilion, for those teachers who want to 
take up school Iibrananship as a whole time job a course of 
at least three months regular training should be provided 
Such a course should include as fields of study, a study of 
children’s books, general principles of school library adminis- 
tration, the technical process of Iibrananship and the use 
of the library in the life and work of the school Now, in 
any case, the present system of entrusting the work of looking 
after the school library to a teacher, untrained in the library’s 
craft, in addition to his teaching duties, either without or witty 
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a miserable remuneration, must go Every school with a 
decent number of students must have a full tune librarian 
Now whether such a person should be a trained librarian 
with a teacher’s orientation or a trained teacher with a 
librarian’s orientation is immaterial, so long as he is trained 
in the technique of school Library administration and is fami- 
liar with the work and ways of the school curriculum and its 
educational programme Standards for this new brand of library 
staff have yet to be created in our country And it is only 
teachers of vision and devotion who can do it 

Now then about the provision of accommodation As 
mentioned earlier, the majority of our schools have no proper 
library room Library books are found housed in locked 
cupboards, in school halls, in corridors, in classrooms and the 
teachers’ or students' common room It is obvious that without 
a separate library room, full and effective library service is impos- 
sible II is, therefore, imperative that a room should be set apart 
in the existing school buildings for this purpose And pro- 
vision for a functional library room should be made m 
school buddings which ma; be constructed in future 

The third prerequisite is a suitable and adequate book 
collection I suppose this point docs not require any ela- 
boration Whoever is in charge, lie should seek the co-opcra- 
tion of all the teachers in suggesting what books should be 
collected This should not be an ad hoc lump purchase sort 
of thing once in a year, but it should be a routine, going 
from week to week or even from day to das And it may be 
mentioned that with the growing abundance of good and 
varied publications in Indian languages, the task of book 
selection for school libraries is becoming mmh easier now 
Still the co-operation of other teachers and the use of book 
selection aids will be most helpful in making good and 
worth while selections. 

Finally comes the question of adequate provision of 
finances Satisfactory school library service is obviously depen- 
dent on adequate financial resources As has been very aptly 
said, maximum results cannot be expected from minimum 
expenditure It need hardly be said that the financial re- 
sources available to school libraries is generally inadequate 
Well, as far as grants in my own state are concerned, you have 
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just been told about them. Such grants in most states are 
not only inadequate for satisfactory library service, but are 
also not regulated on any recognized principle of flat or gra- 
duated rate allotment The grants should, therefore, not only 
be increased but should also be properly regulated. Now 
these are the minimum prerequisites of the school library service. 
Given these, the school library can ab least take a start, render- 
ing rudimentary library service to the students by providing 
material for study, for reference and recreational reading 

You find in a large majority of our schools even these 
basic provisions do not exist and any talk of modern use of 
public library to which Miss Diehl has referred for curriculum 
enrichment, for integration of class work with Library service, 
for utilising library material for work projects, for training 
boys and girls in the use of the library for graded library work, 
all these may appear premature or academic But in order 
to have a correct perspective it is desirable to be familiar with 
the extremely beneficial use to which the school libraries are 
being put in more advanced countries and then it will become 
easier for us to follow the path already blazed by experienced 
school librarians. 
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CHILDREN LIBRARY 

Moderator * Shri B S Kesavan 

Miss Ruth C. Krueger Out afternoon session deals with 
children’s libraries Shn Bimal Ghosh, better known as 
“Moumachi” has very generously accepted the assignment of talk- 
ing to us on “why children read” I am wondering whether 
we could also ask hum what children read 

Shri Bimal Ghosh (Founder, Manimela movement m 
Bengal) 

Perhaps in the field of organizing children’s libraries by 
the children themselves, the Manimela organization, founded 
by my humble self, has done the pioneer’s job Now all 
over India nearly 200 Manimela units possess their own 
children’s libraries, even in the remote villages, with varying 
stocks of selected children’s books from a minimum of 300 up 
to 3,000 To run these libraries as scientifically as possible, 
we have been giving preliminary library training to our 
youth leaders in our annual framing camps For this pur- 
pose, our Manimela Mahakendra has published a book called 
“Kashore Pathagar” in the year 1945 And since then this 
book has helped not only the organizers of Manimelh units, 
but also others to establish small 1 , but well-run children’s 
libraries in the schools in rural areas Of course as all our 
enterprises are based on voluntary services and idealistic contri- 
butions, the silent builders of hundreds of children’s libraries 
and ihcir librarians even after so rnanv vears of successful 
existence have not been given proper recognition 

I will now speak from m) experience, particulaily as a 
writer of juvenile literature and the editor of the children’s 
page of a leading daily of our country This discussion on 
children’s libraries mainly concerns the supervision of child- 
ren’s reading which is generally a perplexing problem for most 
of our librarians and teachers The difficulty is due in part 
to lack of acquaintance with suitable books in various lines 
Sind m part to the fact that it is no easy matter For adults to 
gauge adequately the reading interests of children But Ihe 
world of children's reading » not wholly unpenetrable, and 
if carefully studied, we may justify certain very definite con- 
clusions I have made such studies 
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I think the first and foremost thing we all should know 
is why children read Children read because of three funda- 
mental characteristic factors . curiosity, desire for wish fulfill- 
ment and the tendency to imitate Within the limits of indivi- 
dual differences, every child who reads at all is following one 
or more of these three urges A noimat chid is an atu\e 
vibrating question mark Almost anything he observes may 
become for him an object of cuiiosity The trait is one which 
has an interesting development m the child The young 
infant is not in the strict sense of the word curious He reads 
to sense perception, but not with much active interest Hold 
a watch beside the infant’s ear, he listens, but only passively 
Hold a bright coloured object in front of his eyes, he stares at 
it and may possibly clutch at it, but his attention is only 
momentary By the time the child is two or three years old, 
this passive observation is gradually merged into very active 
interest The watch ticks, but what makes it tick ? The bcfl 
rings but why dots it ring ? From three year* on the child’s 
curiosity steadily increases, — why, what, how, lie asks with 
eager questioning concerning all he sees It is only the nor- 
mal child who displavs intelligent cuiiosity, the imbecile 
01 idiot never gets beyond the stage of passive observation 
and mild wonder The questions he asks are likely to be 
meaningless or vague and any kind of answer satisfies him An 
insistent curiosity is one of the Ijlsl signs oi superior intelli- 
gence 

There are ihrec w'ays by which the child may satisfy his 
curiosity By questioning, by observation and by reading 
The child of three asks questions, but the child of ten ha$ 
learned that most adults arc after all painfully ignorant or a 
secretive lot and he seeks the truth of much of tbc informa- 
tion he wants in books In my study of children’s questions 
made Lhrough Lhe columns of Ananda Bazar Patrika and the 
children’s page I have been editing, it is found that the sub- 
jects on which children show decided curiosity fall chiefly 
into five classes Forces of nature, mechanical forces, origin 
of life, rehgjon and mythological stories. Heaven and death 
All the 90% of the children's questions tabulated fall into 
one or another of these five classes The 10% that were not 
so classifiable were found merely inquisitive questions Of 
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these questions asked by children under ten years of age, over 
one half are on topics relating to nature or the workings o£ 
natural forces, the what and why of the Sun, Moon, plants,, 
animals Nearly three fourths of this group related causation. 
Why is this so, what isn’t that so Probably most observant 
parents and teachers and librarians have noted that this is 
true But the significance of the fact in connection with 
children's reading has been overlooked Undoubtedly, the 
home and school should provide the type of reading that con- 
forms with the development of curiosity at different ages The 
child of our years who wants to know, who puts the stars m 
the sky at night, may have fascinating fields open to him if 
he is allowed to listen to simple realistic nature stories The 
child of nine who asks why some stars twinkle brighter than 
others, what keeps the airship in the air, may be given a book, 
of natural' sciences that has been written in simple, non-techni- 
cal language Unfortunately, some twenty years ago, when I 
took charge of ediung the first vernacular children's page in 
India, books of real informative value that would successfully 
answer the questions of the child from three to thirteen years 
of age were not at all available So from the very beginning 
of my assignment, I invited questions from the child members 
and to the best of my ability tried to answer those with the 
help of authoritative books and persons My earnest endea- 
vours and hard labour brought me the rewards very soon. 
My page and particularly the answer column attracted emi- 
nent educationists, intellectuals and others, including poet 
Tagore, Dr Satyendra Nath Bose, Dr Meghnad Saha, Dr P C 
Mahalanobis and hundreds of teachers, professors, scientists and 
engineers All of them very kindly wrote me encouraging letters 
appreciating my line of action in building up the reading interest 
in children and for the development of Bengali Juvenile litera- 
ture. In the year 1941, all my answers to the children’s questions 
were compiled in a classified manner and published m the 
name of Jnan Vi jnaner Madhubhanda, that is, the honeypot 
of knowledge and science This book ran into two editions 
within that year, creating a record for juvenile books Even 
today, this book is considered as the best selling juvenile book, 
having almost two editions every year This book has at least 
proved the need for the books that will answer in simple 
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terms, but with actual facts, the child’s questions regarding 
natural forces But it is only in the last few years that some 
of our young scientists and colleagues have been willing to 
get forth their findings in an interesting form in language that 
a child can understand 1 am glad to announce that m this 
respect our Bengali juveniles are now much ahead of othci 
Indian languages As I have stated before, in every field the 
child's natural curiosity is an important factor in the choice 
of reading It is undoubtedly true that the majority of child- 
ren's books in the market today neither satisfy the intellectual 
needs of the child nor provide desirable entertainment and 
instruction The mmd of the child is an active reasoning 
mechanism which is constantly being stimulated to curiosity 
regarding the phenomena of life The great need is for books 
that will satisfy this curiosity by giving actual facts in an 
entertaining narrative form which the children can under- 
stand and enjoy 

A second motive that influences the children’s choice of 
books is the satisfaction of unconscious desires It is to this 
natural characteristic of childhood that most of our modern 
juveniles are catering A child docs not read as an adult 
reads, for an hour’s entertainment or instruction He reads 
himself by a process of sympathy into the books and finds 
therein a satisfying Fulfillment of his subconscious wishes. 
These wishes are of many kinds and like curiosity, they are the 
gradual development as the child matures The earliest de- 
sires of a child are concerned largely with food. Fairy tales 
about sandesh shops with sweet cream roofs and Pantua pil- 
lars are naturally appealing to the young child Nothing else 
arouses such keen sympathy as stones about children who have 
nothing to eat Along with these, Ihe fair y story wish deve- 
lops. And the child dreams of obtaining all his desires by 
some sort of magical means. Gradually the self-assertive and 
masterly tendencies show themselves in a liking for stones 
about fabulous worlds and grandeur In boys the fantastic 
wish generally includes some wish for personal power or 
leadership over other children In girls it more often involves 
the desire for an abundance of beautiful clothes and for per- 
sonal comforts and luxuries. The day dreams and wishes of 
the two sexes are characteristically different. Hie boy’s wish- 
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u generally concerned with adventures, physical prowess or 
leadership in games and sports, the girl wishes for beauty 
tor admiration and personal care On the other hand, books 
also influence the contents of the child’s wishes and day-dream. 
Tlic right kind of reading may inculcate worthy ambition and 
lcsult in liculihv activm The wrong kind may lead to 
fantastic conceptions of reality Especially is the child in- 
fluenced when his fantastic fairy tales begin to merge into 
the practical desuc of the ten 01 twelve year old boy or girl 
Suitable hooks may then lead to very definite forms of activity 
of an educational namre The bov may begin to build 
models of michanica 1 objects mentioned m his reading, or 
be influenced to take up a vantty of interests and hobbies 
The v\rong kind of reading may weaken the tendencies to 
helpful curiosity and had ihc child to seek inoie and more 
satisfaction of Ins desires m the stones of unreal life That 
is happening in our roumi> now 

A third f,icloi influencing the child s reading is imitation 
Nothing is more natural linn foi children to find m those 
aiound them, spui.ilh their cldcis. rhe models for their be- 
haviour and ihc cue> for their likes .md dislikes It is in 
this wav that a huge pail of their cdut Uion is gamed In 
the niittci of reading, imitation is specially important In 
the Iirsi place, ihc child whose parents read is more likely 
to fcuin ihe reading halm than the child who secs lntlc reading 
m his home In the sciond plsuc the child s apj reflation of 
i given kind of htciaiure is likely 10 be considerably influenced 
by the attitude of relatives and our librarian friends Not 
that llic child is atwavs amenable to suggestion with respect 
tj his riading The clandcsiine leading which children do 
shows that this is far from being the case However, the com- 
parative studs of aesthetic cultures of races reveals clearly 
the functional nature of aesthetic appreciation and the in- 
fluence of motivation in determining its frails Literary 
appreciation is no exception to the rules. 

From this brief consideration of the reasons for children 
reading, three conclusions may be drawn First, in order tQ 
take advantage of the child’s natural curiosity, we should try 
to ascertain by means of a careful consideration of its 
spontaneous questions at different ages what subjects apf 
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uppermost id his mind, and we shou'd then provide such 
reading as will answer his questions and will add to Ins general 
knowledge of nature and life Second, because of the large 
part played by the wish fullillment motiv e in the child’s 
reading, we should put before him such books as will tend 
to arouse normal and healthful desires and lead to fruitful 
activity 

Third, because the child is so largely a creature of unit a 
tion we should see thai his companions arc of the kind 
whose reading is not objectionable and we should strive in 
every case to create an environment Lhat will 1 encoungc 
reading of instructive and inspirational as well as cnLertaiinng 
books 

Sum Bvisriurj: Mr Ghosh has given a very good 

account, he lias spoken about child psychology and literature 
for children Ma\ I know what has been Ins contribution 
to libruy scr\icc for ehddien 5 

Shrj Hivmi Ghosh We started Lhc Manimch niganisn- 
tion in the sear 1^0 md ciik< then, along with our recrea- 
tional activities, we hast alwavs eiicouiagcd children to 
establish their own libraries in different Manuntla units 
Since sonic seventeen y'tars, ue art arranging annual training 
camps for vomit leaders on how to run their children's 
libraries as socntifKalh is ihcv nn for making u wot thy 
sources of nrovidmg education jnd tiitcrL.iiriinent Of course 
oui libraries are not well furnished often we keep our hooks 
in packing boxes, wc get books from the children b\ way of 
contribution with the monev thev have saved fiom their 
pocket allowances and in (his wav we have developed nearly 
200 children’s libraries in the remorest villages and the ritv 
also The lending system and cataloguing jie being elonc very 
srientifieallv , J think Of course, I do not know if H is as 
scientifically done as it is in America or in England, but thev 
are trying their best to do it m a s< tenlific manner 

Miss Ruth C Krueger The important thing is to get 
the book to the child anywav, whether scientifically processed 
or not is an intermediate thing Does that answer your 
question, Mr Bancryee? 

Shw Bjmal Ghosh One more thing, we do not collect 
books in a haphazard manner We check all the books to 
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see if the books are suitable for children's reading or not. 
In many libraries, the librarians buy books often without 
looking into its contents and that is not very helpful for 
building up healthy children and healthy child lives 1 may 
t>e taken to be a conservative person, but I believe this and 
■we always teach our youth leaders to know the child mind 
first and so I discussed the subject before you with an idea 
that you people also may be interested to know the child 
mind first before you run a good children’s library 

Miss Roth C Krueger What are the qualities that we 
should look for in selecting a book for the children’s library? 
What does the child demand of the book? One of the first 
thing that come to mind is that the child demands sincerity 
and honesty He is very keen to discover whether the author 
is honest and is really sincere in what he is writing Possibly, 
another quality that the child looks for, though not in every 
book, is a sense of humour The child has a very high sense 
of humour and he delights in a book that has good clean 
humour 

Quality of writing is another thing that we might keep 
in mind The child will develop its sense of good writing by 
reading, though in school he is expected to learn some of 
these things himself There are several things to start with 
Perhaps someone from the floor would like to contribute some- 
thing to this point What should we l'ook for when we are buying 
books for the children’s libraries? What are the qualities? 
Of course, we think of format, we think of nice illustrations 
and that type of thing But perhaps you in your work with 
children, if you have had experience, can tell us what you 
have discovered that appeals to the child — the lasting value 
in a book for children? 

S>hri Bimalendu Majuwdar (Secretary, Indian Library 
Association) I think first of all we must define the age group 
for children’s libraries 

Miss Ruth C Krueger I suppose we think of children 
through the first six or seven years of school We like to think 
in terms of the children's schools, children’s books, and then 
the youth age So you have the early teenagers, you have 
the vounger children upto say 12 or 14 and then the early 
teenager, and they fall into another group The young adult 
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•or the young person who has passed the child age fells, perhaps 
not insulted, but embarrassed to go into the children's room, 
•although there are many books in that room that he enjoys 
.So librarians have discovered that they need to make adjust- 
ment and have the young peoples room as well as the children’s 
room if facilities allow So we would say that perhaps the 
early teens would be the young people and under that the 
children. 

Shri Bimalendu Majumdar. The point I want to get 
clarified is what is the age group of the children's library? 
-Generally we take between 6 and 12 Now some parents have 
bee asking me, than what about those children from 13 to 17? 
1 am told that nobody can be a member of National Library 
unless he reaches the age of 18, although he may be reading 
in the honours standard So what about the other group ? 
Are we including this biggei children in our discussion here 
or not ? Are we keeping upto the 12 year age level ? 

Miss Ruth C Krueger As you know, Mr Majumdar 
is very much concerned with this problem The Ramakrishna 
Mission Institute of Culture has recently opened — you saw Lhe 
main library yesterday, perhaps not all of you saw the children’s 
library that is coming into being So he is very keenly inte 
Tested in it Anyone wish to speak on this ? 

Shri Bimal Ghosh You know that m (Maiumejlas our 
members are from 6 to 16 

Shri Bimalendu Majumdar No my problem is what 
about the other two years ? Are we gonig to include them in 
■our public libraries or are we just leaving them in the lurch 
nof doing anything for them ? 

Shri Bimai. Ghosh I was referring to the Maniracla 
organization But there should be no such hard and fast rule 
regarding reading habits and the satisfaction obtained by read- 
ing As for example, I may cue my own life before you 
When I was a boy of 12, I almost finished all the good novels 
published at that time from the public library and I tbmk 
that has not done any injury fo my mind, probably that has 
helped me a lot. Of course,, I did it with the guidance of our 
librarian He really helped me a lot for selecting books and 
fo progress with general reading He used to know the mind* 
of children Some children are very clever They can under- 
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stand a good many things at a very young age In your 
schools also you have found that some children who are very 
young of age, are very clever in mind So there should be no 
hard and first rule After 16 years when they go to colleges I 
think they should go to tht public libraries and with the help 
of our librarian, friends they may read good books 

Miss Ruth C Krlfger We do suffer a big loss some- 
times in our libraries by not providing for the group that Mr 
Majumdar is \ery much concerned about that age between 12. 
and 18 That is a serious matter and thaL needs to be geared 
to the young adult 

Shri B S Klsavan This discussion of children’s libra- 
ries is very dear to me It is something in which I am scry 
deeply involved 

I just now heard a few remarks about the uncared for age 
group You know, Rabindranath has written a beautiful tssiv 
upon this particular age, where you arc not considered young 
enough to be wiih the children and you are not considered 
old enough to be with the men , the in-between stage of hell 
through which everyone of us passes at a particular age The 
reason why this age group has not yet been taktn in hand is 
not because this problem has not been present in our minds, 
but you see, wc bad to start somewhere and in doing so, we have 
got to gradually step up our efforts to include every age group. 

There is a general tendency’ to consider the child as an 
abbreviation of the adult Well, he is nor As a matter of fact 
you ran sav that in most cases the grown up individual is the 
vitiated form or a child which, if it had been given the right 
chance to grow would have grosvn differently I think it was 
George Bernard shaw who said that normality is about th« 
most ahnoimal thing that vou can find in the world. Even as 
you can really find a pair of eyes which can be really norma], 
even so, as far as the normality of the human being is con- 
cerned, you find that the Wordsworthian tenet of “The shades 
of the pnson house growing around and enclosing the growing 
boy" has somelhing very' profound and very truthful about it. 
One thing we must learn You see, the sentimental mollycod- 
dling of the child is not what is meant by an interest in Ihe 
child We must realize that far from being irresponsible, the 
growing child is the most responsible form of existence that 
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you have I speak from experience. We always have been 
educated to the feeling that if you give anything delicate in 
the hands of a child it is bound to drop it Or if you give a 
book into its hands, it is bound to tear it And the tendency 
of the adult is “don’t touch it ; don’t handle it”, with the 
result that this hysterical insistence on keeping the child away 
from a normal participation m your life has really created a 
complex in the child that ultimately it will come to drop the 
delicate thing and it will come Lo tear the book The first 
thing to do is to be able to trust the child This is an example 
which I am very fond of giving and which I frequently give, 
but it is true That if you have ever seen a child being en- 
trusted with responsibility, to hand the sweet dishes around 
when visitors are around, or if it is asked' to fill a cup of water 
fo the brim which it holds with both its hands and comes on 
tiptoe and finally puts on the table and stands with its hands 
clasped behind its back, feeling very proud of its achievement 
that it has not spilt a drop of water, not that sort of feeling, 
that pride in achievement, is the quality which you and I must 
exploit and capitalize upon A child is a very responsible form 
of existence And the only thing that is necessary is that the sus- 
picious, distrustful adult should be educated in order to try 
and sec that this ability to vest responsibility in the child is 
cultivated in him 

You go to America, you go to England — and please do 
not think that when I say America or England I am one of 
those slavishly built minds which has lo go to America and 
England for its examples, and docs not find anything good in 
this country — but it is true whether you like it or not that 
when it comes to the organization of the children’s libraries 
you do not find a heckling adult in charge of their children’s 
libraries There she is, in the background, as a sort of an 
advisory person, pleasant, eager to help if wanted, but alwass 
trying to see to it that the little ones manage the library, that 
they feel a sense of possession about the library, that they 
walk m and out with a feeling that it is theirs and that there is 
no adult who will concievably nag them to do this and that 

Downstairs I had the privilege of having all of you in 
the children’s library As professional librarians you may find 
many things wrong with it For one Ihmg, you don’t find 
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labels on the books , for another thing you do not find Outer 
numbers or Cutter marks or whatever you talk about In 
other words, you find it is the despair of a professional libra* 
nan to enter that library All you have got is bright coloured 
shelves, free moving space, comfortable chairs to sit upon and 
nothing between the book and the child You find there are 
no specific sequences of arrangement Now, there are two 
schools of thought on this matter One school of thought 
lells you that it is very necessary that from the very time of 
cognition in the child you should instil into it the practice 
of using a library, how to finger a 5" x 3" card, how to look into 
the card cabinet, to try and get itself educated into ihc way a 
library is arranged But please remember These remarks 
apply not so much to the age group between 6 and 10 but to 
the age group above ten If you try to make a child of 6 or 7 
try to Uit a (aid catalogue you might be doing something estim- 
able in your point of view, but you ari. wasting your time 
You find that all the? child wants is a very cheerful place to sit 
down in and inviting books foi n to read and it darts from 
place to place And one of the qualities of the child, unlike 
that of the \ mated adult, is that it does not prefer prisacy of 
a small little space to pour over a book u solitude, irritated 
if there is the slightest swish or sound about him A child 
opens a book, looks at a page, glows with joy when it secs 
something, shouts with joy when it is interesting and imme- 
diately runs up to the other children to share this experience 
with them, with the result that it is not uncommon to see six 
children huddled over one open book Tins communal ten- 
dency of the child to get to the other child or to the ofher 
children and to try and use these books is something that you 

must study carefully , please do not put spmsterly peoples 

spinsttrly in spirit I mean — in charge of libraries Nagging, 
forbidding people, people who have got the ability to say 
“don’t do that don’t do this, sh, sh, sh” this tvpe of existence 
is one thing that you do not want as far as the children’s library 
is •concerned I am not trying to say that you must run a 
pandemonium in a children's library I am not asking that 
you should allow them to run riot in that place But there is 
a certain midway between these things and it is possible For 
Tou, you will find In the library here — I am not trying to sug- 
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jjest that it is an ideal library — it is something that I have 
managed to shape out of old godowns As you can sec one of 
.the great limitations of those two rooms is bad ventilation be- 
cause you do not find a! draft of air passing through. But that 
is not my fault , those are the rooms I had, and 1 had to make 
something out of them; and though you have got a couple 
of exhaust fans which sound like an engine room and we have 
some fans all over the place, we hope to do something with it 
in course of time 

But you will find another thing about the children’s library 
You will find that there are no thresholds anywhere for the 
child to stumble upon You will find that there are no doors 
jutting out for the child to hit itself against when it has to 
run about in the libiary \ou will find that wherever the child 
looks, its eyes rest upon something pleasant, colourful, stimu- 
lating You will find that the chairs that it sits upon and the 
tables that it has to put its book upon are designed so that it 
does not hurt itself in ns excitement when it moves from place 
to place Theie are no corners or edges m any of Lhese bits, 
of furniture and in the whole project one happy thing is that 
a’l the material that the children’s library is made out of are 
things that you can shape out in this country Nothing has 
to be imported from outside, even the decorations you find 
over there are beautiful handmade textiles which arc stretched 
out on circular play boards winch you can change any time 
you want at very little expense because a yard of that cloth 
docs not cost you more than about Rs 2 75 and for six months, 
Rs 275 of colourful investment is worthwhile And you will 
find that the pictures that have been hung there arc not pic- 
tures which the children are doomed to look, upon day in and 
day out for months together, but things that sou can change 
at will 

We are going to get an aquarium very shortly Some 
people said “What, arc you running a library or are you 
running a tamasha But that is not true The aquarium 
is not there as a diversion for the children, because the 
children are attracted as they are, but it is something to stimu- 
late their imaginations which are always worthy of stimula- 
tion And you never know what eki'd will catch fire with 
what thing And believe me, if after years you find that you 
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make one enthusiast in zoology or in nature study, out of Ihe 
children that come to your library, it is very much worthwhile 
having that aquarium The proposal, 1 must tell you, got 
turned down by the finance ministry six months back when 1 
asked for the aquarium The man in charge noted down on 
the files "I am surprised that the librarian should like 
to divert the attention of the children from cold books’’— 
he used the word "cold” if you please I mean to say you 
can see what sort of blood flows in his veins— (“from the cold 
books to the aquarium” The poor fellow didn't know, with 
the result that I had to send him a cart load of material where 
children’s libraries do possess certain attractive things. And 
then afterwords he agreed and we are getting the aquarium 
very soon 

You see, the point to remember is this There are two 
ways of running a children’s library You can make too 
much out of it In other words, you can make a children’s 
library a place of entertainment and not so much of instruc- 
tion A library, whether you like it or not is bound to be a 
book centre And the object of a man or authority opening 
a children's library is to encourage the reading habit in the 
child. You can overdo it, but there is always that sense of 
proportion, you can use him strips, audio-visual aids, or a 
stretch of blackboard With a piece of chalk in its hands and 
let loose on a long stretch of blackboard, you don’t know what 
a child cannot do The most amusing results happen and it is 
educating to you as well as to the child to watch what happens. 
And what is more, there is no point merely in having 
good furniture, bright walls, happy textiles, colourful things 
and leaving the children’s library in mid-air like that, because 
the greatest work remains afterwards In other words, week 
after week, month after month, patiently, knowledgeably, the 
children s librarian has to evolve programmes of storytelling, use 
Ihe books in the library For this particular purpose, we have 
lo get people with imagination and sensibility to talk to the 
children and pick out the talents in them, make them tell 
stories themselves, as far as possible, mould the material which 
they have in their hands, and in the formation in this programme 
depends the ability and the quality of the children’s librarian 
In America, some of Ihe largest paid librarians are the 
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children's librarians and I was present when John Corey* 
the man in charge of the circulation department of the New 
York Public Library— a fabulous department— was unashamed- 
ly trying to steal a children’s librarian from another system 
of libraries, by trying to tempt her with a few hundred more 
dollars But I am glad to say that the woman had more 
character and resisted his temptations. He even took her to 
Staten Island with me an a trip and showed her everything 
that was there And then he told me, “Keep your fingers 
crossed, Kesavan, I hope I will get this woman for our child- 
ren’s department because we are very hard up for children’s 
librarians and she is in Cleveland Public Library system. She 
is doing beautifully over there and I am hoping that by offer- 
ing her another five hundred dollars a year she will come over 
here” He did not succeed, but I am telling you this story to 
show what high premium there is upon really qualified child- 
ren’s librarians 

Of course, there is one thing about this People say that 
the best qualified people for children’s librarians are woman, 
and I think it is true Of course it all depends on the woman 
We should not start recruiting librarians as at one time we 
started recruiting our teachers in the olden days Any woman 
who was frustrated, the father could not get her married, or she 
was a widow, or something was wrong with her, therefore the 
best thing you could do with her is to put her to teach in a 
school Now, if you invest the teaching and the education of 
children to women who are stultified and frustrated in their own 
lives, what imagination will they have to handle other people's 
children ? What sympathies are there within them ? How 
will their hearts warm up to children ? There should be no 
bitterness in a woman’s mind , there should be no cvnicism in 
her make-up She should be a full-blooded creature, happy, 
joyous, with a love of life and a love of children and therefore, 
it is absolutely essential that you should not get psychological 
perverts in charge of education or in charge of libraries You 
should get the finest people that vou can possibly get, not 
smart people who look beautiful, because beauty is not one 
of feature, beauty is one of the intonation of voice, the way 
you look at the children, the way your outgoing spirit wel- 
comes the children and you see that they are managed happily 
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Therefore, children's librarianship is not meant to be a causal 
pastime to be playfully gone through by people who think, 
it comprises story-telling or showing a few pictures to the 
children, or trying to run a film out there, or having bright 
little books to hand around If this is the concept of the 
children’s librarian then you need not become one at all You 
find the mind has to work very hard, the programme has to 
be related to the books on hand , a study has to be made of the 
children under your care, ihe schools have to be contacted, 
in this particular respect and believe me, a children’s library 
should always be manageable 

You cannot have a national children's library for obvious 
reasons Even this library is not made for all the children all 
over India or all over Calcutta You cannot have more than 
about sixty or hundred children in the library at one time. 
And why do I say that ? Because even in the running of a 
children's library there is a certain intimacy of association bet- 
ween the children's librarian and the children, even as a 
teacher in a specialized school watches over her charges and 
finds out which is the lame duck that has to be helped through, 
which is the one which has to be coached partuularly, which 
is the little child whose imagination has to be particularly 
Stimulated, with the result that ihe mental approach to each 
child is different and the teachei can adjust herself to Lhe 
needs of the child, even so, in the children’s library, you hnd 
that the librarian has to see to it lhat her charges are carefully 
looked after and w r atched over and in the selection of the 
books, the way you talk to them and give them the book, sou 
will find that a great field awaits people If you please 
look at some of the courses that America and England run in 
children’s librarian ship, if you kindly look at the question 
papers that the\ have in some of those examinations if you 
have the privilege of seeing some of their children's libraries 
in operation, vou will find that it is an intellectual occupa- 
tion, and also a psychological adventure And it is not just a 
gay pastime for people who like to have a real good time 

I am sure, quite a few of sou who are present here have 
tun some sort of children’s library and we should be very 
grateful to you if you will come forth, however imperfect your 
experience, however rudimentary your start however limited 
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the scope that you have been afforded, all that will be valuable 
and you are welcome to use this forum this afternoon. 

Shri Bimal Ghosh What Shn Kesavan has just spoken 
about is a matter dear to my own heart also In our Mam- 
mela organisations, we run children’s libraries We do not 
have good furniture ; the decorations are done by ourselves. 
Even the persons working in these libraries and given training 
in our annual training schemes are very young, say 18 to 20, 
and they consist of both boys and girls We do not think that 
girls are better children’s librarians, we have found that many 
boys also have that motherly understanding and approach to 
children Those who are in charge of children’s libraries 
will have to have a mother's feelings, a mother’*, anxiety and a 
mother’s love for the children in their charge I have received 
this love from a library Bom of a poor family, my parents 
were unable to send me to college, but the person in charge 
of the library that I used to go to with great love and under- 
standing showed me the open door to worldly knowledge and 
Wisdom, that I can never forget him We try to instil the 
same ideal in our Mantmela trainees How to teach the 
children, how. to love them And as Shn Kesavan mentioned, 
in our libraries the children are never warned against reading 
aftnid. or making a noise It often happens that some child 
sees a picture of something that excites him and laughs so 
dearly and loudly that he startles everyone in the room Wc have 
this freedom in our libraries and our libraries are spread out 
even in the remotest villages 

The almirahs in our libraries are made out of packing 
cases cut and fabricated by our own boys in their spare lime. 
Wc do not worry about books being not returned or books 
being stolen — books are never stolen because the children have 
been given to understand that the books belong to them, it is 
theirs, and indeed, I have noticed that the children are most 
anxious to return books on time when the books have been 
taken home on loan 

We have organized our libraries very economically, we 
do not have to pay our librarians And we give the respon- 
sibility of librarian ship only to those boys and girls who can 
play with the children, who can bear the pranks of the children. 
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and who will not tire of answering innumerable questions 
from the children 

We find differing talents among the children at our Mani- 
melas Some are good at sports, others have a musical bent 
and still others like to read We try To tram as our future 
librarians especially those who like to read because it is neces- 
sary that the librarian should have the habit of reading This 
is particularly true of the children’s librarian because he has 
to know which book the children enjoy, which portion they 
particularly like, etc 1 do not know what is your feeling about 
the need for children's librarians to pass a librananship course, 
but I am in complete agreement with Shn Kesavan 
on one point The most important characteristic of the 

children's librarian should be the quality of heart and love 
and understanding of children It is only then that he can 
enrich a few lives through the library We have been able to 
do this and I am proud to say that among the children of West 
Bengal, our children of the Manuncla are better mannered, 
better at learning and I am sure all of you also have 
ohserved this 

Unforlunately, there is so much of politics m every phase 
of life in our country, that we have been unable to get as 
much help as we might otherwise have received, because we 
have always refused to have any politics enter our organization 
If political concepts are allowed to enter such a children’s orga- 
nization the very essence of its foundation will be destroyed. 
It is only those that have a certain amount of personal idea- 
lism that can successfully run a children's library or become 
a children's librarian The success of your children’s library 
effort will not depend upon how efficiently you write books, 
or catalogue those books, or keep your reference, but the justifica- 
tion of your effort is when we see what happens to those who 
have come To your library, later on in life 

We can start these children's libraries without much ex- 
pense But now-a-days I notice that everyone has developed 
The habit of demanding government grants If we continue 
doing this, whatever progress we are making now will be 
hampered And this has happened too Since the time our 
Social Welfare Board has started giving us grants, I have 
noticed that meanness and pettiness, things that were entirely 
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absent ten years ago, have entered our Mbuimela libraries 
It is my opinion that those who really want to achieve some* 
thing should, instead of waiting for government help, try 
and stand on their own feet and then the library will be able 
to render efficient service 

In buying books for our children's libraries, we must re- 
member to seek the help of and get suggestions from those 
persons who understand the child-mmd, who know what the 
children will be interested in Nowadays I find that most of 
our children’s literature is of very poor quality A few pub- 
lishers buy copyrights very cheaply and bring out these books 
with quality that leaves much to be desired 

1 have found that much more than what you can get out 
of books, it is personal contacts and the synthesis of book 
knowledge achieved through these contacts that enrich human 
life I have tried, perhaps more than anyone else, to introduce 
an element of science into the children’s literature in this 
country Because of this, God has given me a vocation in life, 
a means of livelihood very much to niy liking, where I think 
of children, work for children and not forced to do anything 
else 

I have noticed a new response among the children of the 
villages, but I must admit that the children of the cities 
disillusion me May I tell Shn Kesavan and my other 
friends here. You have great plans for opening five children’s 
libraries in Calcutta, but I think that will be just spending 
money Instead of this, with the same amount of money, if 
you open fifty children’s libraries in the villages, you will be 
rendering the right service where it is needed City life 
now-a-days has become unreal Even the children are 
insincere and snobbish because they are growing up in snobbish 
families But if you con cent rale your efforts in Calcutta, 
jusi to ptease the bigwigs, just to get publicity in the news- 
papers, then you will be failing your duty 

Shri B S Kesavan I can understand the spirit which 
prompted my friend to urge that children’s libraries are 
formed in the villages Even as Nihar said this morning, 
the emphasis ought to be on children’s libraries in the villages 
and on villages But please do not run away with the same 
prejudice that my friend has—he has no prejudice, be is really 
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•tating a case and therefore when you are stating a case you 
have to be a little extreme m the statement of the case and 
so he ran away with his words, I think You cannot possibly 
neglect the children in the towns as being "kapat" (insincere), 
as being perverted, as being evil, that they are snobs, and 

therefore the money that has been spent upon them is down 

in the drain The argument. Sir, will be the other way , because 
of these reasons, there is a greatei need for guidance services 
for these children I have not gol anything against villages ; 
I would like to do that and this As a matter of fact, the 

greater need in my opinion today is in ihc cities By all 

means educate the children and get them library minded, 
but the most horrible, cruel thing is happening in the 
cities all over the world Wc do not know what a bird is, we 
cannot even find out what the bluencs* of the sky is, ue cannot 
possibly look at ihc grass and appreciate how green it is, m 
other words, we have forgotten to stand and stare and be 
happs Absolutely cowed down, cubbed, tabmed, confined, 
with only the alleys and thd dirt and the smog and smoke, our 
personality and out minds ate bung so warped today that 
the urgent need is to bring the blueness or the sky, the 
greenness of the grass, the freshness of the air into the lives 
of the very cits children who, you arc right in saying, are now 
being condunmned to a life of perverted mentality and a 
perverted attitude towards it Therefore I would not agree 
with you. Sir, even for a moment that the need for libraries 
for children and the mone\ spent for children’s libraries in 
towns is a waste' of monev and that instead of spending all 
that money, if onlv we open fifty children’s libraries in the 
villages we do a much better thing I agree, opening 
libraries in the villages is important 

And another thing, Shn Ghosh, is this, and this is a 
long exploded myth also You know very well, in the roman- 
tic period when the poets wrote their poetry, they had a 
particular approcah to the villager They said the villager, 
in contact with the rising and setting Sun, with all the fresh 
breezes blowing across him, is such an unspoiled child of nature 
who is incapable of "kapat" (insincerity), who is incapable of 
smallness of mind, that he is man's own creature m the con- 
text of wind and Sun and rain and shade To tell you the 
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truth, all that you have got to do is to go to some village and 
come into contact with these unspoiled sons of the soil and 
you will find out the warp of their minds, the "Sankuchita 
Bhava” (narrowness) of their minds They are as bad or as 
good as anyone else Nihar used a picturesque expression, 
that the towns have sucked the blood of the villages As a 
matter of fact, you know very well that has been the politician's 
counter, and these days anybody who has to say anything has 
to talk about the town sucking the blood of the village and 
then he thinks that he is on top of the world The very 
nature of our development, the way the towns have developed, 
the way trade has flowed, acts as a magnet, you cannol help 
it Evils are there, the benefits are also there By all means 
let us attend to the villages I agree with you, sir, I would 
be one with you to try and build up these children’s libraries, 
but I would not shaie with you that forbidding altitude about 
the “Shaharer kapat" (the city’s msmeert), the perverted minds 
of the young in the towns They have as much need for the 
beneficience of God and the help of man as the children of 
the villages do 

Shri Raw Goswawi Should there be a separate set up 
for the children’s hbrar> or it should be within the public 
library system? 

Shri B 5 Kesavas. You sec first of all, that question 
envisages one presumption that there is a public librarv syvem 
And the answer is obvious The children’s Iibraiy forms 
part of the library system And ibe child lias to step from 
the kindergarten to the growing school and then To the college 
and on to life Even so he has to use the adult binary 
sometime in his life Therefore, if the atmosphere of ihe 
hbrarv is built around him, and the children's library forms 
part of the library system, there is a certain natural develop- 
ment of the child and the librarian in the grown up section 
will have the advantage of getting a client who already knows 
how to conduct himself within the precincts of the library, 
how to handle books, how to direct his curiosity, all that sort 
of thing is very advantageous Therefore, from the point of 
view of the advantages of the situation, to tell you the truth, 
in India, my answer to that question is, anybody who is 
anxious to start a children’s library, provided he is persistent 
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_a nri hut efforts last for a number of years, he is welcome fo 
start the children’s library, either as a part of a library system 
■or away from the library system. Today, the need is to get 
the children together and give them the opportunity to read 
in happy surroundings. That is the fact We cannot theorize 
on these matters We cannot evolve general principles on 
these matters. To tell you the truth, our attitude has to be 
empirical in the development of children's libraries Because, 
if in Assam you find that a state of affairs prevails that the 
Welfare Board has to start children's libaraies, start them by 
nil means, but for God's sake do not start the children's 
libraries and leave them in midair Because that is what 
happens The inauguration ceremony, the enthusiasm, every- 
thing there, a few bright chans and tables, a few lovely pictures 
on the wall, and then afterwards the routine is completely 
forgotten and the children languish every day and you find 
that the books get bedraggled on the shelves, nobody pays 
any attention, there is no renovation of the books, there isn’t 
that perpetual enthusiasm that is necessary Please remember 
the children’* library cannot be conducted bv anybody except 
by one who is perpetually young and enthusiastic about his job 
every morning A routine minded person can never run the 
children’s library successfully 

Shri Ram Gosvvvmi We have just started our childrens 
corner in the State Central Library Our library uas estab- 
lished m 1955 bur the children’s library was only started in 1959 
fo meet the needs of the local children from 6 to 14 age group 
The children’s library' is a wing of the public library system 
in our Stale It has a different entrance, opens at ten in the 
morning and closes at 5 pm Any parent or guardian may 
stand surety for the children There are facilities to read 
books in the children’s comer and books are also issued 

We have the problem of languages This is a problem 
-common fo all states in India We do not have many books 
in regional languages In Shillong most of the students 
generally read in missionary schools and know English and 
thev fan take advantage of our English books which comprises 
the major portion of our children’s library stock. I must 
admit that books in Assamese language are of poor quality. 
We try to give importance to educational activities as 
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well aj recreation and entertainment, We have a provision 
to have playground activities. The plan is being scrutinized 
by the Educational Department and we expect a full fledged 
playground attached to the children's library in the third- 
five year plan, if not earlier. 

We do not have a qualified children’s librarian at the 
moment. A person with training in hbrarianship has been 
put in charge of the children's library We organize book 
festivals and book exhibitions for the children from time to 
time and we also propose to conduct some story hours in 
our children’s library. 

We provide furniture suitable for children, but after 
seeing the children’s library 111 the National Library this 
morning 1 think I made a mistake in making our chairs square. 
As Shri Kesavan suggested all these must be round, they 
may not hurt the children when they are playing in the 
fchildren’s library 

The children’s library, as a matter of fact, is an absolutely 
new venture in Assam Experience will probably correct many 
things and I hope in the near future we shall be able to 
establish good children's libraries m Assam 

The district libraries also have a children’s wing with 
special collections for the children and the school student* 
will be invited to conic with their teachers to see our children’s 
libraries from time to time to interest the children in library 

Shri K C Thakur. Along with the units of mobile 
libraries, my government also sanctioned seventeen children’s 
corners — not children’s libraries — attached to the district, state 
libraries These children’s corners are not so beautiful and 
attractive as the children’s library attached to the National 
Library You cannot find such beautiful furniLurc, such a 
beautiful, well equipped room there But there is a chiMicn’s 
comer with a few sets of furniture, specially designed for the 
children and a big stock specially earmarked for them 

The books for the children are not classified and catalogued 
very strictly We have classified them in a few broad subjects 
such as “K-atha’’ (In the sense of classics), "kahim” (stories) 
“Jnan Vijnan” (knowledge and science), etc It is very 
unpleasant to mention here that we do not have a full titne 
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-children's librarian in my library. The government has given 
.a provision only to appoint a part-time librarian on Rs. 25/-, 
which is a ridiculous amount That will not be a pay, but 
an honorarium Anyway, we have managed to procure a 
lady, a teacher in school for that part tune job, and she is 
doing the work with half-hearted co-operation. 

'We receive a recurring grant of Rs 940/- every year and 
-the laughable amount of Rs 100/- per year as a book grant) 
for the children’s library In my opinion, the children’s 
library requires not only books but also other reading 
materials, attractive toys, etc , to attract children of different 
age groups As we have got no special provision for these in 
our budget, we utilize the grant for that also 

Shri B S Kfsava\ You know, all of us like toys, 
-children should have tovs, but it all depends upon whether 
you arc going to run a sort of a Montesson corner in your 
children’s library Remember, it all depends upon the age 
groups you are catering for The thought now in the back 
of my mind is why should sou noi leave well enough alone 
and ask our kindergarten educationists to do their work 

properly? Let them do all that they want to The state 

provides them for that also and as fan as toys and other things 
are concerned, they are necessary But m a children’s library, 
the age group is from G to 12, I don’t think the question of 
toys arises so much 1 don’t know, I am not laving down the 
law or anything 

Shri D N Sinha When I heard of these tovs I was 
reminded of an experiment being carried on at Bhagalpur in 
Bihar There is a school for young children called the 

Navayug Vidyalay It is a vtry progressive school and Meccano 
sets have been, provided And the children read tbr 

instructions and actually make certain things inside a well 
equipped room There is also a small natural history museum 
It has stuffed and living birds and they also read about the 
same birds in the books So far as I know that is the only 
school of its kmd in Bihar It is better, in my opinion, than 
any of the mission schools for young children and is conducted 
on the basis of Indian culture 

There is another point about it It is run by Shn Himat- 
singk who is a wonderful man The state also has been helping 
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3t, but it is purely a private enterprise Another point 
about the school is that it is open to children on 
Sundays There is a programme of other children coming 
to that center, observing all the activities going on there and 
taking part in the activities This sort of public enterprise 
Tun by a person who gets very little help from the government 
is worth emulating The school itself has a very neat, cosy, 
clean building, a very beautiful lawn and a small garden It 
was visited recently by Dr Zakir Hussain when I' was Principal 
of the Teachers' Training School. Bhagalpur He mentioned 
this to me and he said it is an excellent school the like ot 
which perhaps does not exist m Bihar I don’l know if 
there are any such institutions in Calcutta 

Shri B S Kesavan ThaL is very nice I am very 
grateful' to you for the information. Sir But what you said 
really very Tightly and happily pertains to a school It is 
a school, and It is correct that it should be so and we are 
happy that it is so But when it comes to the running of a 
children’s library — Of course, I have given the game away by 
talking about an aquarium Well, if you can go in lor an 
aquarium I don’t see why you should not go in for birds 
cages, and as you said dead birds and sLufFcd birds and live 
birds, and a reptihary and aviary, and welt I mean, there 
is a whole vista open for you and that way lies ruin also But 
all the same, I really wonder You see, there is a basic con- 
troversy even on the higher planes on this matter What a 
library should do and what a library should not do For 
example, there is one school of thought in America which 
says library means communication Now communication of 
knowledge in any particular way is welcome into this centre 
and therefore if you even make a library a sort of a social 
centre wherein there is not merely a book-cemrcd activity, 
but also there is an entertainment-centred actiuty, well, it 
is all to the good There is another school of thought in 
England, for example, which says It is all very well, buL 
the business of libraries is books You can extend n if you 
want to film strips You can extend it if you like to imciofihns, 
but it is the written word and you should not do anything 
to divert the proper interests of the library from being actually 
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book-ocntred, defining the books in the larger sense of the 
term Even so, as far as children’s libraries are concerned, 
you can easily make it into an entertainment centre, but are 
you imparting any guts to the children’s library? Are you 
making it a formative institution? Are you seeing to it that 
the programme of the children's library with itB interest m 
books and other materials of communication shapes the child 
in a very definite manner? That is another discussion 

Shri Arunodov Guha The children’s library movement, 
or for that matter, any movement with regard to children in 
this country, has been receiving attention only in very recent 
times All previous efforts were individual attempts, 
and the small libraries m villages were established with the 
help of suggestions in the children’s pages of newspapers. 
We are here to discuss how the children's library should be 
organized and how to achieve our goal of successful library- 
service for children 

Previously our knowledge of children’s libraries was 
limited to that available in books of foreign origin and we 
had also seen the working of a children’s section of a foreign 
library in the city But wtih the opening of the children's 
library of the National Library, it is hopped that we will have 
an idea of good children’s library planning 

First I would like to discuss the age group Opinions 
differ on the age range of a child Some have it from 6 to 
16, others from 0 to 18 , some limn it from 6 to 12 So, 
before we ptan any children’s library activity, we have to fix 
the age of the child more specifically 

Secondly, how to plan the children’s library? I would 
like to stress that we should never start these with haphazard 
planning We should have some regulation and a systematic 
approach, leading to unhindered operation of the scheme 

Shri B S Klsavan What kmd of system and regulation 
do you mean? 

Shri Arunodov Guha My friend described a school in 
Bihai That shows that if we encourage the students, those 
with funds and materials can utilize the energy and resources 
of the children and mould it the way they want So persons 
like Shri Kesavan and others should influence the corporation. 
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and the government to start and run children's libraries on a 
systematic basis and plan on a national scale. 

Shri Bimalendu Majumdar : I do not have any experience 
in children’s hbraxies, but since 1 am going to start one soon, 
J have been thinking over this matter for a long time We 
have discussed for and against the use of toys m children’s 
libraries 1 think that toys should not be brought into child- 
ren’s library to be given to the children to play with But 
it might be advisable to use them as an aid to the display of 
books Supposing you have a new book about the sea. would 
il not be better if you have in your show case certain things that 
grow in the sea, say oysters, or sea-weeds so that you can 
draw the attention of the children to these and having 
secured their interest and attention draw them gently 
to the books on the subject for more information ? Parents 
who bring their children personally can also be requested to 
take them to the display cases first and then to the books 

Another point 1 want to discuss aL this meeting is clissi- 
hution We will for the time being forget about Dewey and 
all the othei systems of classification 1 think the classification 
in each children’s library should be according to the paiti 
cular legion and the type of juvenile literature available We 
can make broad classifications, for example, Art and architec- 
ture will come under “A’, crafts under “C", etc With 'uch 
broad classifications tilt childrren handling the books them- 
selves can put them hack in order if they are taught to do so 
I would welcome any suggestion you might have on this- 
question 

Another point is cataloguing Shn Kesavan said that he 
did nol set have an> arrangements for cataloguing 

Shri B S Ki-sav an Everyone of the books in the 

children’s library is catalogued and the cataloue cards art in the 
parent library in the accession department with all the biblio- 
graphic details coMation, imprint hanging indention, unhung 
indention, every single thing as far as the cards arc concerned 
The only thing that I have not don e is, I have noi put the 
cards into a card cabinet and put them in the children’s library 
at the moment because I have got a different approach to this 
I am fully aware of the professional pleading on this matter 
that it is vers necessary that at a tender age the child should 

8 



114 


LIBRARY SSAYKE IN LNWA TO-DAY 


learn to linger 5" x 3" cards and to see what the card cabinet is 
and by means o£ all that attention, step into the bigger library 
as to the manner born. But I feel that there are certain prio- 
rities to be observed in this matter, After having properly 
processed these boots and having a good record of these 
books in the library, I have merely kept the books without 
distributing them with labels, without stamping them with 
rubber stamps, without in any way making them look institu- 
tional , 1 just kept them as books so that the children, when 
they handle the books, will handle something which is a work 
of art and beauty, not vitiated by the bad blue-ink rubber 
stamp of the librarian and his embossings Thai is about the 
only thing that I have done, but there will come a time when 
dealing with a different age gioup 1 will have to c v at these 
words of mine and go in for a card catalogue and also 
have a broad classification, though 1 would shrink in horror 
from the system suggested by Burial just now , I would mvern 
something different, but there will be a sort of broad classifica- 
tion and there will be a catalogue and all the paraphernalia that 
would delight the librarian's heart 

Shri Bimalenuu Majumdak The point 1 was trying to 
maket was that there should be a very simple tvpe of cataloguing 
for a children’s library Only an author card and a title card 
are needed These will be needed because the libraries may 
have special hours for different schools to bring their students 
to the library, and a teacher might be interested to know if a 
certain book, is available This question caii be answered from 
the simplified catalogue that I hast mentioned Whal is needed 
is the name of the author and a few other details not the col- 
lation, as in children’s books, the illustrations and other things 
are automatic And the subject eard can be eliminated as the 
classification itself will do that part of the job 

Smu B B Mohantv The children’s library movement 
is quite new m Orissa But I am happy to state that this move- 
ment has not been initiated b\ the Government of Orissa, but 
by a private organization called the Prajatantra Prachar Sanuty, 
of which the founder is our present Chief Minister, Dr Hare 
krishna Mahatab This organization publishes a daily called 
Prajatantra, which contains a weekly feature called Mcena 
Bazar There rs also as institution called Meena Bazar which 
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M functioning under the Prajatantra Prachar Samity. Meena 
Tbyr is a children's organization at the state level, purely 
voluntary and non-official and it affiliates village level organi- 
zations called Meena Mandalies These organizations were 
started about ten to twelve years ago 

There are now about one thousand Meena Mandalies and 
members are children from 0 u» 18 The only condition is 
tha t a member studying in the final yeai high school or in the 
pre-university class cannot become a Nay aka or leader The 
membership fees is two annas for a yeat and cighL annas tor 
life Members are tree to elect thur i epresentatives, or the 
ministry as you may call ll , the Chief Minister is callfed the 
Nayaka and all other l epresentatives aic called the Sectional 
or Portfolio Ministers One will be m charge of cultural 
affairs and another of spoits, health and so on 

This organization is a beehive of cultural activity at the 
village level and once every year or two years the central 
Meena Bazar organization organizes a Kendra Meena Mela at 
the state level 

In two or three )ears to come, the situation will be diflc- 
icm We now have at the state level a State Children’s Wet- 
fare Association, at the district level the District Children’s 
Welfare Association, and on behalf of the community project 
administration, wc have the movement of Sisu Rajya, which 
is a sort of children's league So now, at the state and district 
levels w’e have to pool the icsources of all these organizations 

One good development now is that the State Childrens 
Literature Committee functioning under the directorate of 
education is compiling a list of books suitable for children 
and also giving subsidy to the writers of children’s books and 
helping them publish such books However, it is a maiter of 
tegict that we in Onssk have failed to endeavor to inculcate a 
love of books in tile minds of children I have noticed a very 
commendable custom m West Bengal of parents presenting 
books to their children on their birthdays One result of this 
lack of encouragement in Orissa to children becoming book 
conscious is that publishers take the upper hand and good 
juvenile literature, as is available in West Bengal, is not to 
be had in Orissa 

The Meena Mandalies are functioning m a humble way 
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now, but in the course of time, 1 am sure the number of Meena 
Mandalies will increase, strengthening the Meena Bazar ins- 
titutions and the State Children’s Welfare Associations , and 
when available resources are pooled we shall have an admir- 
able movement of libraries for children. 

Shri Bidhan Goblnda Adhikary . Sri Ghosh, who is an 
expert in his field, has raised a problem m the course of bis 
lecture He talked of the shortage of juvenile literature in. 
pur country in all the regional languages and particularly in 
Bengali This factor, should be cleared up I know that 
literature for children cannot be manufactured Perhaps Mau- 
machi can give us some pointers on how to obtain a multitude 
of literature to satisfy the varied interests of children 

A writers' workshop was organized four years ago in Bani- 
pore by the Government of West Bengal where I was also a 
candidate But this effort was unsuccessful in producing any 
good writers The impression at the end was that it only 
succeeded in manufacturing a few columnists, not of a high 
standard 

Shri B S Kesavan May I protest against the word "juve- 
nile. ’ ? Usually the word is connected with crime, punish- 
ment, imprisonment, or rather unfortunate behavior Shall 
we banish this word when we refer to children and make oui 
references to children’s libraries, children’s lfitei jiurc, children’ v 
reading looms, etc, so the word ‘‘juvenile’’ cm be doomed 
lo peidition as it were ? 

Shri Bidhan Adhjkarv Till wc Imd creative writers, not by 
manufacturing them but by accident as they come, we can 
have more translations of foreign literature Of course, a good 
cianslaior has to be gifted loo They also cannot be manu- 
factured as the Govern man of West Bengal tried four ycais 
ago and faded 

Cliddicn do not exclusively care for books of words 
Books of pictures mav be more interesting to them ThtTe- 
fore, 10 have harmony between words and pictures, artists 
and painters may be encouraged to come forward and help. 
Here, the Library Association may have to do the needful 

Shri Bimat Ghosh I have been asked to comment up- 
on the means of propagating the cause of mature children’s 
literature in this rountrs All our great authors from Tagore 
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onwards have admitted, the fact that writing for children is 
r very difficult task. I feel that the Writers' Workshop is only 
one more way to spend money and to provide employment 
for a few persons for a few months It is really unfortunate 
that every project that is started here has some political or other 
motive behind it Some of my writer friends who had parti- 
cipated in this writers’ project have expressed their sentiments 
againsi. it 

I have noticed a tendency among would-be writers of 
children’s literature to write poetry exclusively lhis is verv 
disappointing Out of the contributions that I receive for my 
paper, 95% comprise poetry If these authors show the same 
enthusiasm in better subjects our children’s literature will be 
much mare improved 

At the present moment, Bengali children’s literature is 
comparable to world standards from the point of view of 
liLerary content, illustrations, etc However, it is less expen- 
sive than children’s books of America, for example 

Abamndranath, Dakshinaranjan and Nishikanta Sen, who 
are among the persons who taught me how to write children’s 
literature, always advised me not to publish my stories 
immediate!) after they were wntten I always write and re- 
write my stories until I get a satisfactory response from the child- 
ren I read them to Abamndranath used to say that if we 
write to order with an eye on the amount of money we are 
going to make out of it, that oneness with the child mind w r hich 
ia so essential is lost 

Before we attempt to write for children, the works of out- 
standing children’s writers should be gone through again and 
again Children have a peculiar vocabulary and phraseology 
of their own, and this should be sludied and employed for 
the books to be appreciated by the child 

The age of fiction in children’s literature is over We 
should try to present science, economics and such other sub- 
jects in a form easily understood by children I would request 
those persons connected with libraries and with a love of writ- 
ing for children to do their writing keeping in mind the at- 
mosphere of their children’s libraries, and not with the manu- 
facturing attitude of the workshop Tbey should refrain from 
writing the usual routine stories and jioetry because such 
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poetry makes our children idle, inefficient and too sentimental. 
The need of the hour is for literature which wotriti make our 
children hardworking, self-reliant, joll) and courageous. 
Young men who study scientific subjects should cultivate the 
babu of explaining these to their young brothers and sisters, 
so that if and when they wish to write for children in these 
fields it will not be dry and uninteresting expression of their 
own scientific thoughts This leads to fulfilment in children’s 
literature 

The government should make cheap editions of best 
children’s book available or should subsidize the production 
of such publications so that they will be within the reach, 
of everyone 

Smri liijvvAwrn MuKULRjri 1 belie vt I am correct in 
saying that the ideal of the West Bengal Government in 
starting the writers’ workshop at Bam pore was not to produce 
books lor children buL to produce hooks for nco-lilcratcs 
And these books have been doing excellent service, as has been 
demonstrated at the University Institute where training for 
adult education is given Wc must not confuse ourselves 
between work for neo-IUeratts and the work of the eh lichen’s 
librarian 

SiiRi S N Simia (Libra i lan Hindi High School Calcutta) 

I have been librarian of the Hindi High School for the 
last nine veaiv and pnor to that I was 1 u acini tm three 
'tars I he seven thousand hooks wc have include refircnce 
books children s books and books foi genu il leading There 
arc one Lhousand cliikli eu's hooks in English Rtnuali and 
Hiudi The classification is not accoiduis to Dew tv, but 
act rolling to a book by Probhat Kumar Mukhopadhvav 

My school has students from 7 to 17 Years of age The 
most populai hooks among the children arc detective stoi it's, 
games a, d ‘how to do it l>ooks Students also read books on 
arts and crafts and utilize this knowledge in a practical wav 
I have received several books in English about how to 
do things, animals and science subjects but I have not 
been ablt to obtain such books in Hindi or Bengali 

Shri BiMai Ghosh I have come here fodav with a 
specific purpose I suggest that a catalogue be prepared of 
selected children’s books in our country from Traildkya 
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Mukherjee onwards, classified into age groups If the Bengal 
Library Association could prepare such a catalogue, with a 
little information about the author, with the name of the 
book, when it was first published, with a small annotation, 
and even a reproduclion of the best picture from the illustra- 
tions in the book to make it more interesting, thev will not 
be losers 

Shrj Soukfn Gsnwjiv (Bengal Library Association) 

We publish a comprehensive bibliography occasional!) on 
a particular subject This bibliography contains information 
about the uiunbei of pages, illustrations, etc The next issue of 
granthagar will be a special one on children's libraries in connec- 
tion with the opening of the children’s librars at the Naiioual 
Li bran Phis issue will also contain a list of selected 

children's books 

llR Niiisr R wjvs Ro\ In a das and a half we have 
covered ruial librincs mobile services, school libraries and also 
chilclun s libiaius rinse ait very important topics inched 

So far as the libraries' point of view is concerned. I am 

sure this lias been thrnughlv discussed But so far as 

(hddicn s literature is concerned, I do not know if it has 
received due a' it rifioti I wiih at kiasr a few of the leading 
writers of childicn’s books were present here Shri Ken van 
emphasized \ir\ nglulv (hat children’s literature is not |ust 
an C'li la t genie in of the literature for adults I know and 
everybods knows that the most difficult thing to write is for 
children I had often been asked to transmute some ol my 

writings for |uvetnlc readers Let me confess to vou that I 

tried and failed It is not an easy task Thai it is not so 

easy may be resided from the fart that the best writer e*f 

children s literature is also the best writer of Bengali literature 
of all times till n ow His name is Rabindranath Tagore And 
some of the leading Bengali writers of today arc writers for 
aduKs as much as for children I might mention one who has 
been very successful as a writer for adults as also for the 
young Premendra Mitra Of all our writers, he is one who 
has succeeded in both So far as children’s literature in oilier 
Indian languages is concerned, I am afraid thev are poorer 
even than Bengali 

In any case, this is the desideratum to which the Bengal 
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Library Association and all State Library Associations might 
turn a little more attention. The BLA might have a 
symposium as Shri Kesavan suggested, of librarians of children’s 
libraries and writers of children’s literature If they could 
get together and discuss the problem, not by way of speeches 
as we have been doing, but by submitting papers and then 
holding a discussion on the precise points raised by the papers, 
then it would be a very good thing indeed. 

1 am very thankful to you all for having asked me to chair 
this symposium , I feel flattered Shri Kesavan very often 
castigates me as a renegade because 1 gave up the profession 
in favour of teaching I confess I have been a renegade in 
his sense, but I may have left the libraries and librarianship, 
but they have not left me Being a teacher by profession, 
I have a library of my own and I have to take care of that 
library You will be pleased to know that I have a personal 
collection of eight thousand volumes And some of these 
volumes are very rare indeed Anyway, I had to take care 
of that library and somehow or other I have been placed m 
charge of the department of libraries of the University of 
Calcutta In any case, my connection with libraries and 
librftnanship has not ceased and I do not want it to cease 

I have been very thankful indeed for your asking me to 
this honour and I extend to you all my heartiest thanks for 
the contribution which each one of you has made 1 am most 
thankful' to the USIS for taking the initiative in arranging 
this symposium 

The Bengal Library Association is one of our own 
institutions I have been connected with this organization for 
the last 25 or 30 years And if I extend my thanks to the 
BLA. it will be extending thanks to an organization to which 
I belong Therefore I will not say another word 
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The Bengal Library Association 

The Association The Bengal Library Association is an 
organisation of individuals, institutions, soaeties and other 
corporate bodies, interested in the — 

(i) spread of education and culture among die people , 

(a) cultural and educational development of the people , 

( 111 ) promoiion ol Library services loi the spread of educa- 
tion and research , 

(iv) promotion and development ol organised libraiv 
services m the State 

The Association was established in the year 1925 with- 
Poet Rabindranath Tagore as its first Piesident 

Activities The Association, since ils incepLion, has been 
doing us best to popularise and promote the library movement 
in this State by — 

(i) organisation of the Slate I ibrar) Conference and ob- 
serving the Libiarv Day (20th December) cvei ) year and 
arranging olbci talks Icttuics symposia, group dis- 
cussions, seminal s and exhibitions on dilfereni as- 
pects of the library movement and the science relat 
nig thereto , 

( 11 ) working for the enactment of a legislation leading 
to die extension of free library facilities to each and 
every member ol ihc St tic and belter utilisation 
and administration of the libraiy svstem and also 
for the establishment ol the municipal library svstem 
in the eit) and urban areas of the State 

(m) conducting die ctnilic.Uc com sc of training in 
Librarianstup, ihc Camp training classes foi the mral 
librarians and helping oilier institutions and orgini 
sations in conducting their training classes in libratian 
ship in order to disseminate the knowledge of snciiii 
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fic method of maintenance and organisation of libra- 
ries , 

,(iv) maintaining an well equipped library of publications 
and materials perLainmg to the library movement and 
the science , 

(v) publishing the library journal “GRANTHAGAR” (m 
Bengali) and other books, pamphlets, charts, posters 
and statistics, thouglu to be desirable for the promo- 
tion of the cause , 

(vi) encouraging bibliogi apfucal study and publishing 
bibliographical information , 

(vn) working for the improvement ol pay and status of 
the library personnel , 

(sm) working for the co-ordination ol ihc libraries and 
systematisation of their methods, 

(ix) rendering boib technical and nontechnical services 
10 ally individual 01 niganisaticm and suving as an 
information bureau in respect of library matters , 

(\) suppomrig the t siablishiiKiiL of olhti oiganisations 
with similar objects as those of the Associations , 

At Present Now, r he total number of diffcicnt classes 
■of members (Donor — Life — Institutional — Ordinary — and Hono- 
rary) of the Association is I MM) I he Association office remains 
open regulailv between 4 pm and 9 piu on all working days 
The State Government the Central Government and the Cor- 
poration oi Calcutta have been supporting and encouraging the 
activities of the Association tluough financial help So far as 
the professional employment is concerned, in piattice, the Certi- 
ficate Course of Training in Lihrananship conducted by the 
Association has gamed us due lecogmtion from the public 
bodies and the private organisations as well In respect of 
libraiy matters both technical and non-tcchiucal, rhe suggestions 
and opinion of the Association are highly solicited 

The Membership of ihe Association The Association 
•consists of five classes of members Details of admission to 
any of these are furnished in the following table ' 
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Class 

Candidature 

Subscription 

T 

Donors 

Any citizen 

Rs 15000 at a 




time 

2 

Lifemem- 

at 

Rs 75 00 at a 


bers 


time 

3 

Ordinary 

>» 

Rs 3 00 per 


members 


annum 

4 

Honorary 

A distinguish- 

— 


members 

ed person 


5 

Institu- 

Any Library, 

Rs 4 00 per 


tional 

Institution 

annum 


members 

and societies 



The year of the Association means the calender year 
(1st January to 31st December) In all cases the annual subs- 
cription is to be paid in advance and is regarded as due on 
the 1st January of the year for which it is due A member 
i> eligible to enjm all the privileges and rights of the Asso- 
ciation. piovided his subscription is not in arrears for a period 
exceeding three months 

Powers fc Privileges Any member of the Association is 
entitled to of the following privileges 

1 To seek any sort of assistance, guidance or advice in iesr 
pect oE library matters 

2 To receive free copies of ihe “GRANTHAGAR” through- 
out the year 

3 To participate in all the activities of the Association 

4 To enjoy reasonable discount in purchasing publications 
of the Association 

5 To vote or to stand for election prowded the membership 
is 12 months' old and the subscription is not in arrears 
for a period exceeding three months 
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BOOKS IN PRINT 
Adit/akumar Ohuedar ■ 
Granthabidya, dwitiya 
Khanda 1367 B S (In 
Bengali) Rs 1 00 

Banciya Granthagar Pari 
shad Nirbachita Bang- 
la granther talika 1369 
B S (Classified and in- 
dexed bibliography of 
3000 selected Bengali 
books and periodicals 
covering all fields of 
knowledge An essential 
check list and book selec- 10 
tion tool for all public 
libraries In Bengali) 

Rs 5 00 

Bl JAY NATH MuKHOPADHYAY 
Granthagar o lok- 
slnksha 1365 B S (In 
Bengali) Rs 2 50 

Bimai Kumar Datta 
Rabmdrisahitse grantha- 
gar 1369 B S (In Ben- 
gali) Rs 2 00 

Pramii Chandra Basu 
Granthakar nama (In 
Bengali) Rs 2 00 

Ranc anathan, S R • 
Librars personally and 


library bill : West Ben- 
gal 1957 (In English) 
Rs 200 

7 Bencai Library Asso- 
ciation . Library service 
in India to-day 1963 

(In English) Rs 300 
BOOKS IN PRESS 

8 West Bengal Library Direc- 
tory (In English) 

9 Aditya Kumar Ohdedar 
Granthabidya, dwitiya 
sanskaran (Two parts in 
one volume In Bengali) 

Bam Basu Bibliography 
of Children Literature in 
Bcngjli Language 
JOURNAL 

11 Granthagar Bangua 
Granthagar Panshadcr mu- 
khapatra (Organ of the 
Bengal Library Association 
Bengal Library Associa- 
ciation Covers specially 
the news, views, science 
and technique relating to 
the library movement m 
West Bengal ) Annual subs- 
cription Rs 5 00 for non- 
members Free to mem 
bers 



